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the part of this Council to require that the amount of money which is to be raised 
_ for pury of famine should be carried to a separate account. 
The Government of India, in raising a tax for probable expenditure on 
account of famine, did no more than it did in raising other taxes for other 
. probable expenses; and such tax was as much a part and parcel of the general 
scheme of taxation as any others raised for any other purpose. It would not be 
right to fetter the hands of the Government by any such declaration as was 
ui Moreover such a proceeding would be found most inconvenient. For 
instance, certain revenue may fall off, while gther revenue might increase beyond 
reasonable expectation, and if the proceeds from cach tax were to be carried tit 
a separate account, and kept religiously apart, the Government might be under 
the necessity of borrowing sums of money to meet certain expenditure, though 
it might have large sums of money in hand. It would therefore be impracti- 
cable to put any such.restriction and do what was proposed. Furthermore, he 
thought they were legislating in this matter in a subsidiary manner, and the 
arguments put forward could not very well be urged in this Council. 


His Honor tue Prestpent said he understood there was, as he be- 
* lieved, no substantive motion before the Council, but the hon’ble gentlemen 
who had spoken desired to express their views generally on the subject 
of the taxation. He thought the actual practical difficulty in the matter 
had been very fully expressed by the Advocate-General. So far as regards 
the hope held out by the Government from time to time, that the famine 
taxation raised. during the past two years should be spent on works of a 
character likel prevent famines, fis Honor could only say that every- 
thing which “had been said by the hon’ble members had his fullest 
possible sympathy and support. Nothing could be more shortsighted than 
the abandonment of that great scheme of public works which was inaugu- 
rated by Sir John Strachey and supported by His Excellency the Viceroy, 
and which, he believed, they were as anxious to see carried out as anybody 
else could be. But unfortunately a great panic arose in England in 
regard to the future financial prosperity of India, which His Honor thought 
was a mistaken notion, and in no way justified. It was to that that 
the country owed the suspension of public works, and not to any disinclination 
on the part of the Government of India to carry out the policy inaugurated 
for the vention of famines. He hoped that now that it had been shown 
that the finances of India were in a very different condition from that in which 
they were supposed to be, the restrictions suggested by the Parliamentary 
Committee would be withdrawn, and he hoped the opinions expressed in the 
Council that day would do good. No one could be more anxious than His 
Howor was, and he thought he could give the same assurance on the part of 
the Viceroy, to see that prohibition withdrawn ; but it would be impossible to 
lay down that this money must be credited to a particular separate account, 
and stored if unused, whilst the Government was borrowing money to carry on 
a war, or for any other great public purpose. 
» The motion was agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. Mackenzte the clauses of the Bill were considered 
_ for settlement in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 
, |. The Hon’ste Kristopas Pat said he wished to refer the Council to the 
{ paragraph of section 30, in which it was stated that the residue (if any) 
such nett amount should be carried to the credit of the local Government 
; pot eng H@ wished to ask if any residue of the nett amount of the tax 
; id been @arried to the credit of the local Government, or whether it was so 
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~ The*How’pte Mr. Macxenzte said that no part of the tax had as yet been 
ed to the account of the local Government. Unfortunately the proceeds 
x had fallen short by some lakhs of rupees of the amount which was 
1 to be raised, and the Government of India had received the entire 
lected, less only actual expenses. As regards the future, the local 
could only hope that the exigencies of the ee Exchequer 
ressing cote ae oa residue ee rovincial 

it wo to carrying out that plan which 
had so.much at heart,—namely, the ~ cal pmean of 





light railways in those parts of Bengal where they would best serve the end of 


averting famine and facilitating communication. * 
On the motion of the Hon’sie Mr. Macktnzze the Bill was then passed. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES AMONG ANIMALS, 
Tur Hoy’ntr Mr. O’Krineary moved that the report of the Select 
Committee on the Bill to provide against the spreading of contagious 
diseases among animals be taken into consideration in order "to the settle-’ 
ment of the clauses of the Bill, apd that the clauses of the Bill be consi- 
dered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select Committee, He. 
said that hon’ble members were aware that the Bill had received careful 
attention at the hands of the Select Committee, which had held numerous _ 
- sittings, and as it now stood, it differed materially from the Bill brought into 
Council. In accordance with the suggestions of the Government, the Com- 
mittee had restricted the application of the Bill to diseases connected with 
horses only ; but in order that the Government might be in a position to extend it 
hereafter, the Committee had altered the definition of ‘ disease.” Originally, 
too, there was no provision in the Bill to prevent the spread of disease - 
except by the destruction of diseased animals; but now the Lieutenant- 
Governor was empowered to erect a hospital, and if such a hospital were 
erected in Calcutta, as Mr. O’Kinegaty hoped it would be, the expenditure would 
be met partly by the fines imposed under the Act, and partly by the surplus of. 
the hackney carriage fees. Two other important sections had been added to 
the Bill—one empowering Magistrates to reward police officers engaged in the 
suppression and prevention of disease, and the other imposing certain penal 
restrictions upon ot ofiicers_to prevent their abusing the powers conferred 
upon them by the Bill. Mr. O’Krneary believed that the Bill, if passed, would 
be of great benefit to the public. 
The motion was agreed to. 
On the motion of the Hon’site Mr. O’Kineacy the Bill was then passed. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CALCUTTA PORT IMPROVEMENT ACT. 

Tne Hon’ste Mr. Buckianp moved that the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill for amending the Calcutta Port Improvement Act, 1870, be 
taken into consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill, 
and that the clauses of the Bill be considered for settlement in the form recom- 
mended by the Select Committee. The report of the Select Committee which 
was in the hands of the Council was dated the 11th of February, but the Bill 
could not be brought forward more promptly. The amendments made by the 
Committee were almost all concerning petty matters. In one section the 
Committee provided that the Government loan should be repaid in equal half- 
yearly instalments within 30 years, and empowered the Commissioners, with 
the sanction of the Government, to postpone the period of payment of any 
instalment, and at their discretion to prepay any instalment bettie it was 
due. He should have occasion presently to allude further to that point. 
With regard to the two points which were raised when leave was givento 
introduce the Bill, it would be seen that the Committee had omitted the provi- 
sion contained in the original Bill, empowering the Commissioners to make bye- 
laws to regulate the supply of water to the shipping, so that the views or aio . 
by the hon’ble member on his left (Baboo Kristodas Pal) had prevailed. a Ay 
: onmatiten had also omitted section 20, as the Commissioners’ tramways ed 
not required for passenger traffic. ‘The Committee had also provideh a it 
form of debenture, and the Bill provided that that form might be altered if 
necessary. ‘ f 

The Hov’ste Kristopas Pax said he desired to express his satisfaction 
that amendments had been made in the Bill in reference to the ger which 
he had noticed, and he thought those amendments would meet the objections 













which he had raised. syne br 
The motion was agreed to. ; 


The How’site Mr. Buckianp said he had to 








which he was compelled to introduce these amendments in their present form, 
‘instead of their. being included by the Committee in their report. The 
fact was that the Bill now before’the Council was drawn on certain lines laid 
down by the Financial Department of the Government ef India, and the 
object of the Committee had been to produce a Bill which would be acceptable 
to that Department, and with that view, when the Committee were sitting, 
they consulted the Financial Sccretary, and he was also consulted by the 
“Vice-Chairman of the Port Commissioners, and some time later the Bill as 
amended by the Select Committee was sent to him; but the Financial Depart- 
ment was then busily engaged in the preparation of the budget. Afterwards, 
when the budget had been introduced, the Bill was returned to Mr. Bucktanp 
from the Financial Department, with the suggestion that the amendments now 
roposed might be introduced. Formerly there were two clauses in the 
Bal By sections 5 and 6 provision was made, first, for the repayment of 
principal and interest; secondly, for the postponement of payments, ard 
* provision was also made for anticipating the payment of instalments falling 
ue. Those three things were provided for in the amended Bill by section 6, 
and then came section 8, which gave the Commissioners power to repay before 
due date, but not to pay any sum of less than Rs. 10,000. The amendments 
Mr. Buck.anp put before the Council now, when taken collectively, amounted 
to this. The whole of section 8 would be struck out. The provision 
relating to the payment of equal halt-yearly instalments was retained, and 
power was also taken as before to pay instalments before they became 
due, in which case no payment was to be made on the due date of the 
instalment. All that was in effect the same as the provisions contained in the 
Bill. But the proviso which it was proposed to add to section 6 seemed to be 
almost identical with the second proviso in the section. Unless he asked 
the Council to accept the amendments as put before them, he was afraid there’ 
sages be some difficulty in getting the sanction of the Government of India to the 
Bill,-otherwise he would have preferred the form in which the provisions were 
specified in the Bill. -He would move the first of the amendments, namely, to 
substitute the words ‘the Commissioner may, however,” for the words 
“provided also that the Commissioners may ” in lines 12 and 13 of section 6. 
After some conversation, the Hon’ste Mr. Bucktanp by leave of the 
President jwithdrew the motion, and moved that the proposed amendments 
be referred to the Select Committee for consideration. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 13th March. 
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£ Altay ‘Statement shows the Quantities of the principal Staples of Traffic ails into Caleutta from se 
during the month of December 1879. 


Imports tnTO Catcurta. 
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* One maund of paddy ts equivalent to 25 seers of rice. + Exclusive of bags obtained by local manufacture, 
__The Ep-borne ne TradPof Calcutta in these Staples Guring th the month of December 187 9 was as follows :— 
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; ¢ following ‘Slaton shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the orincigil Staples « Trafic 
into Calcutta during the month of December 1879. 
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¢ following Statement shows the Quantilies, Values, and Ranier of the steele Staples of Traffic a inland fron 
Calcutta during the month of December 1879. 


Exports rrom Caucurra, 
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|| The Sea-borne Trade of Calcutta in these staples during the month of spear 
was as Sollows :— 
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Grand total of Imports £1879... 83,64,052 
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5 cin? shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the principal Steples of Trafic 
Caleutta during the month of December 1879. 
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Statément showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 4 

 * of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 6th March 1850. tis 

e { as 
———————— =— eee 58 

eid Kainfall £ 4 
* District, and date of — jatSudder Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and “ng 

} No. return. ywrnony , state of health at dace, a 
a » yee n q 
s P SST as a 
“BENGAL, | < 


-— Weatern Districts. 


Ps 1 |Burdwan, Mar. 6 80) Nil |Weather—seasonable. Rubbee crops being reaped. Prospects good. Pablic 
health good, some cases of cattle disease in Culna sub-division. 








2 |Bankoora, wn Sa Nil |Weather -gradaally getting warmer. Maximum reading 85° in shade, Barley 
| and wheat being gathered. Pressing of sugarcane going on. Ploughing in 
progress. Prospects good. A few cases of small-pox and cholera in Bishen- 
| pore sub-division. 
c 2 } 
E | 8 |Beerbhoom, Be Nil |Weather—still pleasant. Cultivation very forward. The few crops on ground a 
= |: | good, except sugarcane. Cholera still prevalent. ; 
= ( | 
4 4 |Midnapore, « 6 w Nil |Weather—rather cool for the season. Propects of crops, where any, good, 
2 Ghatal ee] = 182 | 
| | 
| 6 |Hooghly, a Oe Nil |Weather—clear throughout week. Wind from south-east. Vegetables doing 
well. Potatoes almost gathered. In places ploughing commenced, Small- 
| pox prevails in some parts of district. Cholera in thana Serampore. - 
| 
| Howrab, 5 5 Ni) Weather—fine and clear, Boro dhan being sown. Public health good, though 


sporadic attacks of small-pox reported. 


Central Districts. 


, 6 |24-Pergunnahs, Mar. 6 80, Nil {Weather—hot; mornings and evenings cool. Cold-weather crops gathered. 


‘ ! Land being prepared for cultivation of early rice. Sporadic cases of cholera 
: | in Baraset and Bussirbat. 
. 7 \Nuddea, » 6» | Nil |Weather—warm and clear. State of crops fair. 
2 | | 
8 |Jessore, » 6 y! Nil 'wWeather—fine and elear Daily growing warmer. Prospects of crops on ground _ 
: | generally good. Plonghing for rice going on. Stray cages of cholera, 


| 


9 \Moorshedabad, ,, 6 ,, Nil | Weather—getting bot. Reaping of rudbee crops commenced and prospects good, 
| Fever and cholera sti]! in some thavas. Small-poxin Kalyanguoge and Suje- 
gunge thanas. 












t.. 


; | : 
Mar. 5°80 Nil Weather getting warmer, with high west winds. Rubdee crops nearly all 
| harvested. Rice 17 to 23 seers per rupee. . 


RAR 


» 6 4, Nil |Weather—much warmer. Condition of rubbee crops and boro dha» continues 
| | good. Amun and tecl being sown, Mustard being harvested, 


es | Nil | Weather—seasonable, State and prospects of winter crops continue very satis. 
} ee | | factory. Public health good. 7 
» ' 
0 IB i Nil | Weather—fine; growing warm. Ploughing for aus going on ; such small crops as 
are still on ground doing well. 





F . | . 
hil |Weather—growing hot day day. Morning and evening cool and easan 
State of crops good, Padtie health good, one > 


Nil |Weather—cloudy ; occasional sunshine. In Terai very little wheat and barley ? 
4 | ground; land ye cleared for bhadoi rice. In. Hills wheat and barley & y 
ground ; lridian-corn, sama, taoni, aud phaphur being sown. : | 


Weather—fine. Temperature gradublly incr: . Land being cultivated 
bhadoi. Wheth aah pogectole good. General Keath good, RL ee 
Weather—fair, Getting much warmer. Tobacco being eut and looks very well. 


All crops progressing favorably. Small-pox still prevalent will hy 
jmoreiins ta Gee WiPeies weather: bad achieala " 


















a 
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District and date of. 
return 


BENGAL —( Continued.) 
Eastern Districts. 
W [Onces, Mar. 6 '80) 
Manickgunge (for week 
| ending 8rd Mar.) 


18 (Furreedpor,  . 6 » 





: | 

= 
2 ) 

a (19 Backergunge, 4 # » 
3 | 
20 [Mymenmner, 5 | 
| 
\ ' 
21 perah, Bow | 
7 Brahmunberiab ose] 
Chandpore 


22 |Chittagong, Mar. 9 '80 


23 |Noakholly, » 4 » 
24 Chittagong Hill 


” Ww 


Quurtagore Diva. 


Hill Tipperab, 





80 |Sarun, 


$1 |\Chumparun, 


/ 82 |Monghyr, Mar. 


Nil 
0-03 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


O16 
050 
010 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 





Character of RES SK state and promert ofthe ere and 
state Of health at dave 





crops very favorable. blic health good 


lWeather— whem Sowings of ans peat continue in low lands nia x 


Weather—fuir. State of crops on ground good. Ploughing for next” crops eng 
| om. Cases of swall-pox here and there in Madaripore sub-division, 


byl 


< sins ee 
‘Weather—fine and bright. Mornings and evenings still cool and pleasant. Prov 

| spects of crops generally favorable. Small-pox has appeared at Bhola: elpe-. 

| where pablic health good. 


| - 


i St 


‘Weather—fine and cool, State and prospects of crops good. ath 


‘Slight rain in several parte of district, but weather on the whole fuir. Plough- ee 
ing going on. Boro dhan thriving a tee 


IWeathor—getting warmer. State of crops good. Cholern continues in Moiscal © 
and re-appeared in Teknaaf, toum and Safkania, Cattle disease in Mirka- — + 
serai. Common rice about 20 seers per rupee. om 
| “ bety 3 
Weather—cool. State and prospects of crops good. 


(Cool &nd pleasant mornings. People very busily engaged in cutting jume. 
Cold-weather and spring crops doing well. 


|Weather—bright and eatens getting warmer, Prospects of crops continue 
| good. Public health good. 


{ 
) 


i] ¥ 


Weather—seasonable. Prospects of rubbee good. 


Weather—seasonable. Maximam reating in shade reached as high as 00", 4 
eget ty prosperous condition. A few cases of small-pox reported peer 
a few p! 


as 


Weather—cloudy occasionally with west wind. Prospects of rubbee excellent. 4 
Maghra rakar, masoor and peas still being barvested Public health vane ¢ 











|Weather—clear, with west wind. Rudbjee continues excellent, Sugareave Pres 
| ing in progress. Prices stationary. Public health good. 


Weather—mild and clear. Prospects of rubbee crops continue wood, — 
and mustard being harvested, Public health good, baat 


Weather—clear and bright ; mornings nnd evenings cool, West wind 
Prospects of all Crops excellent. Prices stationary. General < 









My “* 
Charncter of the weather, state und promecte of the erops, and 
state Of venltn at date a 





[Days warm; mornings coo), Dalua crop progressing well. Small-pox, cattle 
disease and cholera in several parts of district. Common rice 19}4 to 21 seers 















: per rupee = * 
- 8 ( * op bo Nil |Wenther-- getting ewarm. Sarud harvest over. Ploughing going on, Cold- “a 
, | weather crops doing well Most cereals fully harvested. Sporadic cases of Ba. 
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| 20 to 26 seers per rupee. 
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which has already commenced. A few cases of cholera and small-pox a 
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. CHOTA NAGPOKE, “ 
‘South-West Frontier 3 
a P Agency. He 
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“ Public health good, a 
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Pubiished jor general information. 
Caucutta, Sratisticat Dert., A. Mackenziz, 
The 9th March 1880. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory fom 
oth ieee to 6th March 1880. 
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tb, | | | | 10-16 4M. N E by K, till 
‘ ~ | | | | | | bore go ht W through N| 
March ist |1409 028 | 005 10 | 287) 623] 672] -s43| 486 | 66 Til 8. +h Ww, “ill wiih | 108 | ,, | Clear, 20 
j | | | 
7 lend |1432 go-00s| 087! x7 ere! 650! 602! -ga2 ois | 68 Tid rm, Medi NN W,| 60| ,, | Clare. 
| | | | | till midnight N W by W w! | | | , 
» | Sd |1M2S) +983 GOT] S54) 286) 588] OF) “414 697 ‘Till 1-45 acm. NW by W, | 75 | » | Clear, a 
j ts till ® am. S W by Ww 
| j | | throngh W, till noon N wo | 
| | | byN through W and N | | 
W, till o ra. WS W) 
‘a | ; | to of 4 through NW and W, till | 
: tow | 984 710 | 868 283 | 585 612 | “413 63°6 | 59 THe S BW. tills 84 Chi 
Ma 7 71" 283 | } : 7 3° iil 8 am iS rm } o |) Ck 
cr "| ‘ies | | , W by N throngh 8 W and | mie rd 
Be! | | | | | W, till midnight 8 W by 
a | | H } s through Wands W. | 
F » | Sth |14s8 30002 720 STO | 280] 699 65:1 634 60'S | 71 | Til ¢ rs. 8 w A s, ul no! ,, Chioy ler, fund 
Le | i midnight 
a ' | o7 | 726 | 868 205] 663! 458, “643 G13! 67 Tis V ty w, n| 7 i 
Sa oo ¢th inal 0! | 2 | | | 43 6 eee vty WW, — 3 ing seaty, 
es | | | | | | through S W ved X, sit till) | oh re ty clap 
] | noon 8 W by s through | 
we ! ; | W «nd 5 W, till — | 
) Sa | | ' | chiefly W by N. | 
» eS | | - | 
by is ® Fell at 9 p.m. of the 20th. inches, 
aes 5. _ The mean pressure of the seven days «.  30:002 
a The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G. Office vee 29°854 
Bs) . 8 
sie The mean temperature of the seven days ost «= 69S 
‘ The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G. Office we §=6s- 778 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days oe .. 856 
The maximum temperature during the seven days soe ses ow §=6. 879 
°e 
', 
. ' ‘The mean relative humidity during the seven days sag 61 
zi ‘Uhe average relative humidity of the corresponding period ‘for 24 years, 8. G. Office... 68 
4 Inches. 
pa The total fall of rain from 29th February to 6th March 1880 ses «» ~— Nil. 
Ra The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office ... coe «= 0°65. =| 
ia The total fall from Ist January to 6th March 1880 in vad soo oor 
a: The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office ... 
ae The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced irom observations made at 6h, 10h, 16h ana 22h, and 








from the traces of the barograph and thermograph. 

The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers, All the 
thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and veri 
at the Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, ana are suspended 
- feet above the ground. ae 

The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newmau’s No. “ 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. a 
The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables 111, IV, and V of the official tables computed 
Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of "August’s formula, 

The direction and movement of the wind are taken irom the trace of a Beckiey’s anemograph. 
The mouth of the rain-gauge és one foot above the ground. 
w dew, f fog, o overcast. 

Merroxotocicar Orricr, invia, Joun Exior, 
The 8th March 1880, 


















‘* ss Abstract of the results of Meteorological Observations taken at Alipore 








; alt 4 Observatory in the month of February 1880. 
Hats * 
ee Inches. Date. Hour. . 
_ he mean pressure of the month _... aed vee 29°947 . 
»-  * he average pressure of 24 years... aes we 29°945 ‘ 
‘< The highest pressure during the month ae .. 80146 22nd = 10h. es 
The lowest pressure during the month . 4s .. 29743 18th = 16h. Bek 
The range of pressure during the month a w= 0408 Ss 
: fe) ms 
The mean temperature during the month ise re 69-9 a 
The average temperature of 24 years bs a» 60 me 
The highest temperature during the month vr is 86:3 27th He 
The lowest temperature during the month on ase 5271 20th o 
The range of temperature during the month _.., rr 84°2 . 
The mean daily range of temperature during the month __... 195 Be 
The greatest — of ig amen in one day during the i 
month , 27°6 3rd a 
+. Y 
The mean humidity during the month ‘i oes 72 
The average humidity of 24 years ‘a we «67 . 
Inches. ane 
The mean vapour tension during the month _.,, eee 0520 a 
The average vapour tension of 9 years _ on 0-538 of 
The mean i proportion of the month a ai 3:06 4 
Inches. i 
The total rainfall of the month aaa eae ee 2-91 is 
The average fall of 48 years sa sas uae 087 * Coan 
The greatest fall in 24 hours sis ate - 169 = 17th x 
Days. eas 
. The number of rainy days in the month rr aa 6 ie 
The average number of rainy days of 24 years ... ssi 3 “4 
Oo ~ 
The mean maximum ss temperature of solar radiation ae 
of the month .. 1403 “a 
The mean difference of sun and air temperatures: w= - 698 Re 
The greatest sun tem ——— és v= 1489s 15th a 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature .. 66°2 15th es 
The mean temperature of nocturnal radiation thermometer ag 
on woollen cloth... 53:9 ‘ei 
The mean depression of nocturnal | radiation ‘thermometer a 
below the minimum of air "7 ia 
The sonnel depression of nocturnal radiation thermometer Nag 
low the minimum of air... oa ei 182 llth ae 
Miles. a 
The mean movement of the wind per day Kau ae 96-7 
The greatest movement of the wind in one day..., .. 1800 18th 
The greatest movement of the wind in one hour... a 17-0 18th 1 to2 p.m. 
i The number of hours under each of the 8 points— A 
\ N 94, NE 86, E 36, SE 18, 8 81, SW 143, W 97, NW 116, Calm 30. a 
s * oo ee ‘ Ae: 
" Bh 
Kanien She ieptis of observations at the Alipore Observatory are not rigorously comparable with a 
wy the registers of past years (at the Park Strect Observatory). The barometer is about 3 feet ed 











at ure al and other things being equal, reads therefore 003 lower. The diurnal range of = 
is also greater at Alipore, and the mean temperature apparently about 2°8 lower; a 
y, the thermometer, which has furnished the record of temperature at the S$ » 
eo during the last 20 years and upwards, is found to ral 0°6 higher than the g 
1 Féharmometer, which is the standard of reference at the present Observatory. . ae 


Joun Etior, 
For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
og1cAL Orrices, Invi, the 8th March 1880. 
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_ PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION BRANCH, BENGAL. 








Statements showing the total amount of Traffic and Tolls on the Canals for the month of 





































m : January 1880. 
e ORISSA CIRCLE. 
Kendrapara Canal and its branch to Glindukia on the Gobri River. 
Lenotn or CANAL open—54 MILEs. 
3 | APPROXIMATE | TONNAGE OF BOATS. | 
Nature of cargo, | SE ee 7a Seal con Toliage ie 
. mileage. 
i |” Sores. at Vatoe of Mas Tone. ton mile. 
hE ee Se SL ene accents 
: LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
() PRIVATE. 
l l ] ] 
Mads, Res. | | Rs. a | ar 
Penagrans tte ao | 20 175 | ¢ | (180 S00) ccc 
1) ~~ 5 ~— ie  n 60 200 uz | 4 | 1% $00; % 
Ma] Dry-fish ete tees 4g 4,120 .215 rey 7s {| eo) 2" 
1 pow ass on ae or - a 50 | 180 7 Bn as | acts an _ o} rani 
 1| — =i amram na ar i ¢| “a “To | es 
-bags... be (ak Cah pcm 2 84 - Oh) 
+ = dea 17,500 2,871 ros | 8,826 | 108 13 ° “ 
10 | a ate me ae! ae ; 1.020 5,100 2312 | 83 | M8 300] 2" 
2 m4 Fe oa cal 00 600 560 20 | 200 | BOO 1. aes : 
b FOO es oie 570 1,400 1,030 os | we B40 p 
1 | Lime 200 BO | 310 n wm 900 
3 | Miscellaneous 230 1,250 569 2 | S40 gi 0 0} 
37 Hitless god tc. of Mesars, Baliock, | | 
Wellsted & Co. teaene neave 25,882 924 | 34,808 TL 2 
1/00 Pr see 0 si | 2 $ $ 
sigue ee ove | mee 
ie aoe 
8 0 6 
20 129 4 (0 
ry 16 0 0 
“4 103 0 0 
: 16 8 0 
2 6 6 6 
2 0 0 
8 0 
1 |) 
304 


Total of same month last year sev 48,585 2,32,382 








MISCELLANROUS. 


| 
9950 in number). uc] _ 235 
(on meer) as) ‘aera | 4 























270 
one ” oes 900 416 
ee 2,000 0 
os oe ow 80 wo 


Total... 6.780) ° 918} 


—_ -— - 











m9 | 
ae em—eenefemme any 


11,958 
16,714 38 8 0) 8 aw 

















ow sevens ~ 163 
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Weight of | Value of 
cargo. cargo, 
ABSTRACT, 
baa ——— a 
Mas } Rs. 
418 Private, including miscellancons 37,784 | (1,758,276 | | 1,009,207 
6S Goverument stores, including miscellancous 5780 | 1,015 15,426 
ve | Grand total ..| 43,508 | 1.76991 | 1,03,033 |< 
070 | Grand total of same month last yoar ...| 7,707 236,888 | 1,486,099 














© Of this, Re. 739-10-4 is the total collection of Gobri canal locks and Rs, 3,073-7-9 is the collection of Kendrapara canal locks. 


MENo. 
Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the omgh 6 von aa om 
Amount of toliage for the month re mee) e 
‘otal 
Amount credited in the accounts for the month sae oe ’ wr 
Balance at the end of the month Pr rr 
MEMO. OF FREE BOATS. 
Partioulars. No. of boats. Maunds. 
Roats passed for Government officers on duty 4 1,080 
Boats conveying materials for Jamboo harbour works 8 OW 
Steamer, £o., of Messrs, Bullock, Wellsied & Co. 4 2,389 
Total we ll 4,016 


High Level Canal, Range I. 
Lenora or CanaL opgn—37 MILES. 
LOCAL TRAFFIC. 












(Q) PRIVATE. 
| | | 
6 | Bena Pe a a ee 700 180 1,968 | “6 
PGR Soe ae. fon Ge el 100 1,000 183 7 
1 | Chalk Pre er ee ee 50 200 163 6 
1 | Charcoal 0.00. 0 eee | 100 125 1m 7 
3) Counties posetons “ 5 | 200 | 19 4 
# | Bmpty ee en ee ee ee | 4,200 I 
a Gingelly ... 1,408 665 4 
2 Jageery . 500 21 | 7 
Paddy 1,920 | 853 | oO 
18 | Passengers (139 in number) ra } 5,652 21 
6! Fi ms 1,700 | 1,541 | 8h 
13 | Salt ‘ . 10,260 5,734 133 
3 | Salt-fish % 800 i” 6 
« 2 oe pies *” 273 w 
2 | Bal lows, Ac. $68 * oon ois 800 427 =| 15 
3 Sundries... eee “ eos ove 500 425 | 18 
1 | Tiles eet ba wf cade 10 ao | tt 
120 Total 
165 | Tota! of same month last year 
| MrscELLANEOvS. 
| Bamboos (200in number)... eae 


Total 
Total of same month last year 


Res. a. P. 
vo =: 8,007- 7:10" 
- 881 21 
«= 6,820 9 11 
ow» 8,887 10 10 


2,952 15 1 








Tonnes, alg, 


=|ass 


s5e F 
oun > 
eco * 





















6 12 
38 
46 
235 5 4 
“ 11 
4,478 93 12 
sil 19 6 
+ 20 
983 a5 
6,7 168 8 
1,871 “4 
10% 6 
94 
26 
1 0 
u¢ 
96 

















TONNAGE OF NOATS. 




















| mileage, | Tolle. 





cargo. | 































































































4 ABSTRACT. oa 
sericea nea eee ocean ee et 
| Mads, a 20,82: | 19.906 oo 7 ¥. a.P a 
ing miscellaneous ; 6,715 19,600 9 id 7% 2 1) Fs > 
= Seat eeneas (entation mnievitienion | 6,700 | 228 14,387 686 2.804 173 0 6 Fa 
108 Grand total Teas | 19,858 | 8,712 1,a12 | e2am7 | 72> 2 6 | 
ery ad Ma Be ee rem F 
338 | Grand total of samo month Inst year | 34,0008 80,081 92,770 8,513 | 40,486 we 
amount erroneously charged to Mr. ' | { 
-,~ “ares Engineer, dering | Decom- | } | sears’ O4'* “Sonnass 4 
pm “| im = 7 : 
Memo. a 
Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the month Fm 
Amount of toliage for the month ose a we wi 
- : Total i 
e Amount credited in the sccounts for the month “ 06 + 6 
n Balance at the end of the month Re, 
MEMO. OF FREB BOATS. 
- Tolliage 
m Particulars. No. of boute. Maunds. Tonnage. reallsable. | 
Ra. a. P. ] 
Boats passed for Government officers on duty owe 4 1,608 co) “#80 . 
ee eeeeee—e——eEee—eee——eeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEEEEEEEeEEEEEEEEEE———EeE———— x | 
Taldunda Canal. q 
Lenotn or Canat open—27 Mites. | 
LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
(1) PRIVATE. 
—-—-—--- a | 
1,283 “ 27 @¢6s8s 
a oe | 23 “ 336 
si ess | 2 “ 336 
= 178 | 6 176 | 112 6 
Sol | 115 |” gas 162 7! 63 
1,206 3 | 1% 7105). 
43 | 15 325 $30! <. 
ess 23 6. $36; .... 
74 65 | $1310) | 
3 67 |; 193) soni 
3.493 125 es | 828) 2 . e 
2 a | ——. | es 
‘ Total 29,774 1,003 | 4270 | 1541 8) 0 @9 ‘ 
Tota} of same month last year 29,751 | 1,000 | 7.701 | 139 6 6 ls. ‘. 
** Mrscetannovs. Oe % 
Timbers (48 in number) » | 
acted sat ed “ ¢ 7 
| | Pa fo an se 4 ® 
| Total : 

Total of same mouth last year saeiea tteee > | 
4 ee SS es eto | 
' Be) (2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. Bae” 
t srudinialaniicamesta —— 

ee [mm 
ne 14,007 630 25,935 | sos | 64Re whe! ++ 
Ee ee 6,457 217 10,680 | = 381 220 | BS BT) 

oo soe ooo on oo | tects acess 15,251 | O45 3,676 76 5.0] cm , 
21,966 807 ue | 10a | iso | esl eee 
ae ‘ thas ‘ciris } us * 
2 | [Le € 
4 
. 4 
aon 3,206 29,778 | 1,063 4,270 a2 6 ¢| i 
21,566 sor 51,868 Lss2 | 12809 9 7 8 ~ 
— ——— | -_-_----_— . 
25,608 41m sie | 395 | 16,719 | 47113 9 












29,751 | 1,000 7,701 ist 4 6 
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an High Level Canal, Range I. 
ia Lenxotn or Cana open—12} Mines. 




























3 APYRoxIMaTR TONNAGE OF OATS. 

Ey Nature of cargu. a 

& Weight of | Value of 

: 3 Gareo.. cargo. Mads. Tons, 
Le 


LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
(1) PRIVATE. 


















e 




















Mas. Rs. a, P. 
1 | Reeree ses 140 | 500 24 9 480 
10 | Empty boats teers sete 1,453 5 2% 8 0 
“1, Galinuts 180 | 190 26 ° 600 
3 | Jagger, 400 | 2,000 Ove 25 138 0 
4) Padd, > Gas om 75 1,500 1,402 62 2300 
6 | Rice ee ee ee 670 2,880 1,303 46 2300 
12 | Passengers (90 in number) eon aes re eT 3,074 no 5915 8 
8 | Salt ee, je ok pene 2,070 10,350 4,161 ri) sl l4 0 
“5 Total... 4,100 16,920 12,606 #1 

* 91 | —‘Totalof same month Inst year... 6.170 | 18,081 17.835 | 621 | osm | 








7 f ee 


2.) MISCELLANEOUS, 


| Small dongahs (78 in number) tee 
‘Limbers (295 in number) ae oe “ 


Total 
































A . Total of same month last year... 

oa = eee: —.-——--—_ -__~—— — ——— +--+ - oe 

a * In comparing with the corresponding month of last year the private trade shows a decrease of Rs, 52, 

S falling off of Mrailic in items paddy, rice, empties. = wee ee eae 

P, eerie ———— — _ --———— — —— = 

Res (2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. : 


ee 






































| } 
@\Charcoat 00 o 875 522 | 19 228 | 
4| Empty boats. waite 2.563 Ri) (1,008 eH 4 4 at 
4 | Laterite stone . a0 4,847 | 173 2,078 6 0 0 sie 1" 
D Total 2,750 a5 772 | -976| «3812| 12 0 0| oss 
28 ‘Total of same month last year (98,829 1,821 70,487 | 2839) 97,864) 108012 0| 0108, 
a _———————_$$ | —— | —— | —— | 
MISCELLANEOUS. | | 
wa. | Smalldongahs (Sin mumber) ese | seers | tenes Pe eee ae | Perry he ae 
sr | a | ee ee eee | ce ee ee ce | naldiet Geemsteloaal : 
x Total ..) esse Saves ee eer sot? <i] La ee es | 
o | Total of same month last year.) sees | sates oe me | votes aby 
ir 
























~ 69 | Private, including miscellaneous... al 4,160 
= 10 | Government stores, including miscellaneous 2,750 








\ . 59 Grand total =... 6,0 
“ ae cesta 
“4 s — $19 | Grand total of same month last year 34,008 






Deduct smount erroneously charged against 
Assistant Engineer Mr. Kriens during } <steon 
December 1878 “ttt 










: Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the month... ow pes ai owe 
“ Amount of tollage for the month wa on tee ote wo «= 470:12 8 


é 














Amount credited in the accounts for the month .., 2 és oe =~ “iw 8 
Balance at the end of the month oe oo ar on Pon «» 40215 9 






High Level Canal, Range III. 
Lenorn or Oana open—6} MILES. 


LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
(1) PRIVATE. 


freee 


aves 


APPROXIMATE TONKAGE OP BOATS. 


Weicht of | Value of Mas. 
























































cargo. enrgo. 
sn —_ \__4 . 
Bigee (2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. m ig tae 
=) Fieieenee Rene nnRnREEERREREEEREEEEEREEEEREEEERSEEe —__ ——-— — --- +Ae ae 
: AS . | Mas, ® Rs, | Rs. 4. P.) aP ae 
BORN, Nil. | Nil Ni |) 6ONiL | Nil Nil |ONit 2 
_ — rr OOO I OO 1 — wy 
.t Total of same month Inst yonr 90 | 16 | 3,002 108 496 60 0 | 110% Ww 
~ ! ' * 
a as Sees peer eee ae a a 
sat ABSTRACT. z. 
: te ee ees as Meena * 
the | | es 
’ 20 | Private, including miscellaneous 710 8,070 | 5,40 191 | 17 | 1011410]... 
«» | Government stores, iucluding miscellaneous asses snes id sien eens eae —— 
_— — — ncaa ance) eplioneapamesentell mbtigiapencinias) Cee aheaaniaan tlio —_-—— +i 
20 Grand total —... 710 8,070 | 5,340 191 | (1,750 TOL 16 10 | esas bs 
#7 | Grand total of same month last year. 1,215 #81 | 5,187 ws | 1s | | ae 
i Phe 3 eter — Migaco. - Re. a. ¥. ; P 
Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the month ae pee aa oe «» 17312 6 wet 
Amount of tollage for the month ses R one oe ove «. Wl 1410 
Vv : Total ... 27511 4 . 
Amount credited in the accounts forthe month 00 eee we «. 165° 2 6 
Balance at the end of the month os os eer. aes os oon. as w. 107 610 
? aa is SOUTH.- W BSTERN “CIRCLE. : i 
a 
Midnapore Canal. : 
oe 4 


Lenotn or CanaL open—53 MILEs. 


LOCAL TRAFFIC, . 
(1) PRIVATE. 


Sete! leaves oT ane | 
Betel-nuts oe | 
o* ! 





Bricks and tiles (2,000 in number) | 
Brass and copper aud son manufactures... 3, 1,26,450 
Coal and coke — .,, o oe ‘ 6,568 
Cotton, raw re ove 3 11,050 
Cocoanuts (92,000 in number) to ove 3,155 
Cattle, No. 1 ote 5 20 
Cotton, twist and yarn (Buropean):.. vee 2,609,840 

Do. ‘picce- goods (Buropean) am! “ee 63,00 

By ditto (Indian) ac 0 } \» 


oO “i 
Enea 
Pruits -_ nuts of all kinds . 


Gram and pulse 
Goats and Sheep (ei7 an ‘number) 


Ser oe Badten? 


4f 


~ 
Sea 





Fanwtenseo 


~ 


Gunny-cloths (610 ‘pieces) 
Gunny bags (200 in number)” 


ene ae 
ey wifitanned (31, 690 in number) 


d its manufactures 
eave mat ne 
eel and lime-stone 
Liq aa 


a 

SESKSx waned 
” 

Fecceohote 


~ 


~ 


10,760 
8,000 
70 
1,260 


uBES2ihe 


ene sersntendpane EEA 
SF223 sPP eR res TEs 


Si sekSnduStasSenes SSRa8 


Sia 
ane 
ee 


{931 kahuns) =... 
piles (130 in number). 





Sore-usd-B 
COer son Guts surusouss 
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Sle] SSSCSSSSSSSS SCHEV SOHLOAASCMOCOARRSSOOOARVSCAWSEGeAcouasrowoaarce 


<> 


PETC Stn ae } J 
Se Teme hee satis aha 














a "” Miduaperé Qenal—continued, 
«2)"sronss AND MATRRIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS, 






































3 APPROXIMATE TONNAGE OF BOATS. 
3 Nature of oargo. 
Weight of | Valueof 
5 fer.--F | slueof | Mas, | Tons. 
Ps | Mas. 
sofa 12 | Coal | S100 on 
; 6 | Empty boats Soy }__es @ asrsit : 
18 Total ...| 6,100 on 12,050 430 | 11,360 = 
7 Total of same month last yoar 21,590 3.909 42,470 | 1,617 | 2409 | 
$$$ ees + 
ABSTRACT. : pee 
4.874 | Private, including miscellaneous | Lsgaae | 12.26.965 | 5.80,018 | s0.986 doo. | ams 7 8] a Rete 
Government stores, including miscellaneous 6,100 1,911 12,050 430 | 11,360 | 174 3 0) cceaee "a 
3,892 Grand total... 108,036 12.28.776 | 697,005 | 21,356 | 421,063 8.920 106°) scm | 





6,40,750 | 22,834 420,165 | 6800 8 0 tose 





4,199] Grand tote! of same month last year “| oh783 13,253,112 









































































; © This includes tolls on the Naraingur Channel amounting to Rs..02-15-6. , ' a 
ag Nors. Ra. a. P. 
’ "a Unrecovered balance on the Ist of he wet a ae we, Sade wt 632 7 8 | 
an Amount of tollage for the month os oy ae oe aes 6,926 10 6 PM 
eo Total =... 7,859 1 9 ‘ 
a : Amount credited in the accounts for the month .. 00 6. ene 6462 6 6 
p Balance at the end of the month 1 tee ja woks * «dale int os 1,006 11 8 
2, ee eg ta 
Hidgellee Tidal Canal. H 
ej ; Lenota or Cana orpen—29 MILES. 
a LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
ie . Q) PRIVATE, 
ard <<“. ~~ =". ; 7 7 
aa | | | 
bt | Coal speak | 1,660 1,990 2012 9 
3 8 | Cocoanut (14,200 in number) as self 1 61g | 763 
a 226 | Empty bost | ante toeeee 2 2 0 
* 2 paexeeee (2,000 in number) oes on { rf 4 | am 8 tess 
ae ee 1 | Ghootiog te nis ait, Taree 7) 3 083 = 
J “ = 1) Ghoran-wood eee 20 5 166 
3 *. WH 7 100 600 2938 
Hental-wood * 125 58 310 3 
+ —%) Jute oe) ste | 165 876 { 529 
3 Gs take | 87 | H B10 9 ' 
; 45 | Miscellaneous 1,633 6,729 | 61 6 0 
3 s r" } 4 12 | ono 
. ua | Peay : } 8.408 10,816 | | 1618 9 
ee 3a | Eesunngersboet a em) aie | igi | | mse] 22 ‘t 
2 21) Straw (212kehans) eee ete | 4 | | = » : gues fi 
10 | Balt Sh Sia, che, eae ah 8,075 | | ws! oS bid 
= | Timber 200 | 600 Hr Be 5) ass ia 
1 Tobacco woe 150 | 700 | H | B71 OD) creme a 
he Total | 29821 | 00,001 | 20 | 4560 70013 ® | 
Tota! of same month last year 1,06678 | 257,740 | 5 6 7 


9,886 | 1,638,235 2,856 
————_/ —_—__! 








MISCELLANEOUS. 















Pastingere ‘82 in number) ... a ‘ 
ee acer (ill = numer) pear 
8 ,, Of bamboos (309 in number) oe 


Total 


Wie, alee 
Aviwe 





Arrah Canal. — 





Lenotn or Canat opEn—65 MILES. 



























































ww 
. x 
3 APPROXIMATE TONNAGE OF BOATS. | = 
: wen iate aca | Rate of ‘gt 
Nature of cargo. Tollage. toll per st] 
Weightof | Value of | yay ton mile «| 
cargo. cargo. 7 I 
4 
LOCAL TRAFFW. 4 
(1) PRIVATE. ’ 4 
} Mads iin. | | | | Raa. 
1 : 7.206 18,287 | 10,175 we | (17.0% 175 1 
3 bak: © Syl.” ek etl tose. x es 275 ‘825 wo | 12 | 42 57 
Salt oe 4 a, Ges! es 6,94 31.008 | (10,180 962 | 19.402 we? 18 
66 Other articles of food Sir, ety les fae 10,268 25,645 16,426 ooo | 20,678 222 1 
1 | Linseed sto a a Ge cae 615 2,060 64 | ge | 02 | 96 
22 | Til at, ath tats daa ade teas 7,059 | 26 9,250 | 380 | 15,486 106 5 
1 | Lime Bln’ il : | 925 Veen | 453 6 o12 | 913 
27 | Straw sie. nel” sane 46 gas ae 8,500 7180 | 6,653 | 27 4514 | “7 
12 | Leather pe ne | 2,102 | 8.408 3.313 | 118 6151 | 7 9 « 
1 | Tobacco wet ewe em 300 8.000 413 | “ 1120 9 8 
1 | 100 | 4,060 14 | 5 KS 2u1 
x 9 00 3,206 1,452 51 3,392 a1 4 - 
’ 1 60 100 | 176 | 6 pr) 313 
1 616 86 675 “ os 64 
16 we a sani 1,051 37 1,000 14 8 
105 ia nee | 888 416 | 10609 | 61 8 
arry Total 40,128 | 136071 73,872 
17 Total of same month last year 15,375 | 1,17,432 25,279 | 
MISORLLAN ROUSE. } | ( 
va. | 17 rafteof bamboos and bullahs (112,412 in bo tease 
aid Total | seas ais 
= | Total of same month last year kee wm) 











(2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WOKKS., 





























125 | 4,120 | 187 | 6 | 120 
700 ‘350 1,027 oo) 2,088 
4 20 12 sone, 1b cen 
“ 9,452 1,476 12,430 “3 9,591 
af 950 1,090 1,45 ow 2,820 . 
ences. aap 108 3 a 
Zz rte 5 56 
Total “| 11,231 7,086 | 15,311 43) 14,717 107 15 21.8 1 
Total of same month last year =. 63,866 12,206 67,141 | 2,392 11,905 | 2715 0) O@ 
Faerecancaticll je ci eee | on a ipaimenen | msgs | An 2 
MIScELLANEOUS. 
One raft of timbers (44 in number) ... 
Total | 


Total of same month last year 





































































! i . 
Iimeous . 40,128 | 1,36071 | = 73,372 2413 | 108,208 | 1,078 15 3 
.-} Scronaceon  sealineo 11,231 7,056 14,311 63 14717 | S211 Oo] C=" 
300 Grand total ere) 14187 | __ 88,088 | 3,186 | 117,925 | 1,211 10 5, ‘ —— 
298 RE ”| Foes | 283,890" | 92420 | S288 | 49,799 755 5 el 
, Nors. Rs. a. P. 2 * | 
: recovered ‘is = 7 - B38 % 
a , ie sy ody tiptoe hg > — a in ue on “Rt 108 — 
Total - 147615 8 
Amount credited in the accounts for the month ... ic il sh 1,04 6.9 
) Balance at the end of the month —.. i oe ‘i bi «40-8 
pei Mes -_ 
ace —- See >. 
‘ ; Western Main Canal. hy 
Lenern or CanaL OPEN—22 MILEs. 
LOCAL TRAFFIC. : 
Q) PRIVATE. - 
{ ical * 
3,00 6,000 57D 1s | 4,288 612 3 wy 
s 200 600 “foo 2 sa 30 6 ‘ 
ra 150 450 275 | 10 200 315 3 “ 
oe 200 4,000 300 n 6 | 450 - 
a 600 12,000 poo 80 BG 832 1215 0 } 
ne 8,900 15,600 B12 | 183 | 4708 730 9 
tv eS ee 2,000 25 | 572 815 9 oS 
font ee cate as 00 25 om | one $13 
mates x i ) <| | ‘*} Ses 
a as Seay, 00 ‘oie waned 125 4 6s 013 0 j 
Ne + on 
ey 0000 | azast | 15505 | 47) 12,906 | es 3 |e 8 a 
. 10,025 83,300 13,850 403 | 13,730 1% 8 3} 0 39 } 
; a sf 









Western Main Canai—continued. 


APPROXIMATE TONNAGE OF BOATS. 





Weight of | Valuo of 
ca. | omee Mds. | Tons. 














(2) STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION WORKS. oh 
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Mads. 

















































































ABSTRACT. ; 
Va 
| Privase,.ineluding misrellancous .., 42,131 13,525 “4 12808 1 8 9 
. 3} | Bovmercoes ccoreh. mnntoding el | li 1525 is| She ik) pee ~ 
= Grandtotal e226 | 1a8s0 327 | 13,000) 19911 0| cn. 
od panateassaance month last year... | 63,399 15,025 530 15,105 | 20 3 0 el: 
Mrwo. Re. a. ¥. 
Unrecovered balance on the Ist of the month oon oo te az ~~ 1M12 0 
Amount of tollage for the month we we ae ad — Wu Y 
Total co 8 
Amount ¢redited in the accounts for the month __... 7 one in ow 162 H : 
Balance at the end of the month a aw pon aa aad a 196 26 
P enn seinen saictomnpptnctees 
” Patna Canai. 
Ne Lexaty or CanaL opeN—864 MiLEs. ™ 
A LOCAL TRAFFIC. 
: (QQ) PRIVATE. 4 
- ————SeSS | waa Se ae tal — 
is 2,400 1,7% 61 ¢ 
Rie : : 540 | ae 17 | re oi eee 
Other food > im) ae = a es 
~ eee Has, sm | tar ht We 
Other seed ... . S50 in 6 229 Oh. doce 
9 : 8,000 185 | 6 tt tiew 
Staples of manufacture 1,500 28 * i ie 5 ree 
Puel Ri as 178 os rT $3 ON ue 
o Cordare... ” 5” 1,439 bi 639 Bn 
Miscellaneous. “ “eee 14,208 5,906 | 4110 9 seas 
Empty boats oo ee. ee eee ee bs ub 9 Feb 
Total 83) 0s 


Total of same month last year 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Bambooe and bullahs (145,026 number) .. oni wore ll. ances tovees 
Passengers (2440 01 ) . v0 . ee eT 


Total 
Total of same month last year 





inoluding miscellaneous 
stores, including miscellaneous 


Grand total 
Grand total of same month last year =... 


The closure of “a lock “for Wapiti os Wed to this rodantina: 



















































































Mzgmo. 
Me ay. | 
balance on the eer the month ... ‘ , ce - m™ 4° 
tof tollage for the month __... - ‘ ‘a ~ 69 a 
Tota! a MTB a 
Amount credited in the accounts for the month - on ine ws 70 “ 
Balance at theend of the month __.., ae se os mes 4 
ABSTRACT. ; ® a 
masse : “ te 
TOLLAQR OF THE ¥Rsn 8 = =—-s-« TOLLA@F OF THE YRAR ny 
1879-80. 1878-79, 
Oawans. 7 j Te tke ’ Rewancs. 
During the | To end of car- | 
During the Toend of | 
| wonth, od Bl . 
Onisea Crncee. Reaar.) Rear | Me a?.| Re. a. mI 
ondrapara ee) sds » ee 1321) 2784 0 2) 4408 8 
Hy Level, Rango 1k a ee Fens 9!) tea 8 8! "tne 8 8 
a ed re i ee re nel | 
aaa " it se, Powe?” vase fois] views) “ols 9 S71 1410 | ° 
Total Orissa Circle. 5,588 13 5 | ATA 4 9 8125 411) 40,502 0 9 A » 
Sourn-Wrereay Crecie. j | . 
ee ee ee ee 0 6) Bon 1 6! an & 5.99 1 2 : 
‘ooh Ses asi “ies Be: een “tr a8 0) sane? iz 3 toe: oT) ° 4592 13 6 
Total South-Westorn Circle ..| 7.718 9 6| 1.85,83313 9 0708 3 0 1llrslle 8 
Sonp Crncie. | | | 
” arrah a a ee want 10 HI een i 7 7x 8 | oat " 3 ; * 
Fone ter nem aes fh “Gantt tes 8 9 10973 610 _ ast 3 14539 7 8 
Total Sone Circle. 100714 9) MAT Z| =. ¢ 3) 23,965 10 8 
Gnayp Toraz ...| 16.973 6 8 | 1.95,2013 8| 20,730 13 is #| 176810 1| 
{ —_—ee as oe 
HA. C. Levies, 4 
Joint -Secy. to the Guvernment of Bengal, § 
The 8rd March 1880. P. W. Dept., Irrigation Branch. © Bis 
Se ——— SS 
Report of Fluctuation of Traffic on the Patna peri d Gya State Railway for the month 
of January 18 880. 
“? wabetacel Sins 
Tue quantity of goods earried during the month of PORES 1880 aggresated manunds 1,42,955 as comptes 
with | 2,24,781 carried during the previous month, showing the very satisfactory increase of maunds 18,174. oe 
m tke ‘ » PATNA AND GYA STATE RAILWAY. ‘a7 % 
Bes Trarric DerarTMent. ay 


Statement. showing Maundage of Staples carried over r the Line during the month of January 1880. 
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ATS as 
ne >See 
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hicdeties Fluctuation of Traffic on the Tishoog State Ralway for the month of 
Rg Jaguary 1880.” 





Tux total quantity of goods carried during the month of January 1880 agureyated maunids 2,083,446 98 compared with ve 
maunds 2,00,026 carried during the corresponding period of 1879, and maunds a carried during the previous shewing 
an increase of maunds 3,420 in the one case and of maunds 1,274 in the other. . 

- 


“ Inereases. ‘ Age 
Coal. i int sae Saks ee Sei ~~) oMds. 1,998 eae 
This staple has boon imported chiefly by private merchants‘for brick-burning purposes. & ' 
Hides and horns. Mas. 1,020 ft 
The continued increase in this stable ‘of traffic is ‘duo to the ‘domand for shipments to a markets be ‘ 
Iron eee “s 30 


The import in this staple varies according to local requirements 


al Piece + goods 


Mds. —-8,166 
The continued increase in. this staple j is very satisfactory. It chiefly ‘consists of import traffic from Howrah for Durbhanga 
and ST for use in the interior of the district. 


ooo «.  _Mds. 27,782 
This in frais is very satisfactory, and due to the rivers being unnaviguble. rs 
Miscellaneous goods Mds. 357 
Although this increase is very small, ‘the business done in this particular staple is not unsatisfactory. 
‘ Decreases. 
Food-grain Mds. 12,220 


The market for these staples i is at a standstill owing to the ‘abundant’ harvest throughout the country, and prices boing 
either stationary all round or in some cases lower than in the local markets. 


Indigo Mads. 2,187 
On somsant of very heavy and unexpected rain- fal and floods the outturn of indigo i in last season was very poor, 

Railway material... aes Mds, 1,886 
Depends upon railway work under construction, 

Seeds, indigo Mads. 6,977 


The import of indigo seeds into the district is late in this year, and the business done in the last month is lower than in the 
corresponding period last year. 
Seeds, oil 


Mas. 223 
This decrease is very small, and due to the new harvest which is expected to be very satisfactory. 


Saltpetre 4,526 
This ig due to the small! quantit manufactured in the district on account of scarcit) of labour, wich ie bsorbed 
the abundant winter harvest. : nerne oy 
ie dae ni Mae 1 
“This is due to the failure of the sugarcane —_ ‘in the district owing to the heavy ‘flood. > = 


Mds. lip 
_» Fran of tobacco during the month were very few on account of full of prices on the outside markets. 


TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 
Trarric DrranTment. 


"Statement showing Increases and Decreases in Maundage of Staples carried over the Line detieg. a 
, month of January 1880 as compared with the lds ida period of 1879. 
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~ Reports of- Fluctuation of Traffic on the Eastern Bengal Railway for the 
five weeks ending the 23rd February 1880. ‘ 


. 


Report on Goods Traffic for the five weeks ending the 31st January 1880. 


Eastern Benoat Rattway Company, Trarric PRinteNpent’s Ovvice, Sxaupan Trearnvs. 
Dated Caleutta, the 23rd February 1880. 


From—The Traffic Superintendent, Eastern Betfgnl Railway, 
To—The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, Sealdab. 
Tux total maundage of goods which over this line during the above period was 8,09,755 maunds, which, as 
with the corres 
rice, loose jute, piece- 8, railway material, salt, an@ miscellaneous goods. 
There was a slight decrease of traffic in bales of gunnies and seeds as compared with last year. 





Increases, 


Grain, inclading rice .., ans we ave ee var . Mds 27,924 
This increase may be attributed to the abundant harvest of 1879, the produce of which is now beginniug to reach the 
” markets, and which, from al I can learn, will continue to increase during the seasop in which this traffic is carried. 
Jute in drams és pas és oss gas . ws Mds. 2,18,968 
This increase is attributable to the improved demand for this commodity in Calcutta caused by the enlanced rates now 
being offered to sellers, to enable shippers and mill-owners to meet their requirements, and if such rates continue, wild draw the 
pein of the remaining stock still in the districts to the railway for transport. 
-goods, European 5a ‘ Mds. 10,845 


This is attributable in a measure to the facilities now afforded by the improvement in the service, received by the various 
districts touched by the Northern Bengal State Kailway, showing that the travers are now availing themselves of the quick and 
more safe carriage of their goods by the railway than that which was formerly available to them. This is an item of traffic 
which I consider will greatly increase, as the advantages of railway transit become more generally known in the newlpepened 
out country through which the Northern Bengal State Railway runs, thus diverting the traffic from the imland rivet steamers 
from Caleutta. 

Railway material, foreign aps swe se ve oe  Mds, 9,853 
This increase is owing to plant and material being sentforward over our line forthe Northern Bengal State Railway and 


the Darjeeling steam tramway 
Salt “r Mds. 40,674 


The increase ine traffic is also in a great measnre attributable to facilities we can now affurd to merchants id gettin 
their salt loaded on Port Commissioners’ tramway ; but to develop this traffic more, some arrangement should be made bs 
the Board of Revenne to chick the quantities at the point of loading, a8 owing to the very low rates at which this sees | 
traffic is carried, the detention to our wagons after being brought to Chitpore station from stations on the Port Commissioners’ 
tramway, to be inspected by the revenue officer, is Obstructive, often causing delay to our trains oud increased working 
expenses. “S« 

ellancous goods as Mds 49.922 

This 


1 State Railway. Stores, &c., which used to find their way by water on the different carrying comp nies to the témegrowing, 
and other districts in the vicinity of the Northern Bengal State Railway now are mostly sent by rail. 


The decreases are #0 trifling ns to be hardly worthy of remark, the largest being in gunny bundles maunds 9,112, whiek. 


now that the seed season has commenced, will, 1 have no doubt, revive. 
Seeds tee ae ; ; ; oo .. Mds. 4,233 # 
The seasoh has been a late one, and this article of produce is only now beginning to find its way to the market, and a# the 
crop is a good one in the large seed-growing districts, 1 have no doubt but that it will soon show improvement. 
1 attach the usual statement of increases and decreases. Saal 


EASTERN BBNGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. 


Statement, shgwing Increases and Decreases. in Staples carried over this Railw2zy during the five weeks ended he 
- es . 
Slat January 1880, as compared with the corresponding period of previous year, 














ding period of last year, shows an increase of 3,77,690 maunds, which is chiefly in grain, inelad ng 


tributable in a great measure to the improvement in trade generally, especially at points touched by the.Northern 


belek 


Pi, 
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a AD. 






















. 
SS SS eee = , —__—S——= ee 
ee Dowp. | Down. | Up. Up. | Total. Total. ho a | 
Descurpriox. a | a eos ————-| Increase. | ‘Decrease. 
i . - 1s7. + isso, 1879, 1380. | ist, | asso, | | “ 3 
. laa | 7 . 
Alo, beer, wine, &c,  «.. ais ae 1,167; 2,381) 91,287 | 3,981} 181s es 
Cotton, bundles of ——... oer 821; 17 37 323 868 | MO, ne | as 
Do., ‘of a ow 908; 8. 161 23) 1,087 | 23 sik 1,044 » 
Grain, th rice wee | | 88,053 BH,28B GNA 8,703 | 43,007 70,901) 27,938)... 
~ Gunny, bundles of ; 13,146 8,250 1,552 2,334 14,696 Ay es ee SC 
Do., bales of Me te TOs 7,530 | B79 | severe | 7,903 7,536 | 244 sions 
at a he . | | Tor) ee) OSs) or! aes) on 
‘ ‘ es ‘ ease 1037 | > | ete eee 
* "Auto, drume of 1,292,796 | 3,40,620 | 64) 1,198 | -1,92,850) 341,748 | 918,898 
o., bales of ~ 45,758 | 46,148 — 97) 45,750 | 4245 | 4899 ne 
—— — a a | 19,207 20,448 — aa | 29,652 | 10,345 | he. 
‘material ed ‘i «| ase) 91,830 ese) = atssa | 8858)... 
i aes 33,809 74,483 | 83,809, 74.483 4,678) 1. 
t ; 2,148 6.049 | 19,501 15,998! 4,233 
2,987, 8,085 10,913 | 17,624 | 6,721 } om 
“i joa as | “aos | iatos | “F008 | QT 
aig| = 659) 1544) © 17,002) ends | “IR 
O02 o00 } . sence esnaee saeeee = 5 
6 8 3,260 1818 ove eve 1a r 
ar) 9,573 azu | 6897 | “Rive | oe a 
‘49,0 1,023,170 | @3,087 | 19,969 ayaa | < 
2,61,009 | 4,32,065 








Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
4 | 

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. . mg ae 
~ % Approximate Keturn of Traffic for nded 28th February 1880 on 1s07k miles open. 




























































































pe ee i> Coactine TRAPPIC. : me AND MINERAL TRAPrIO. 
- For] San oo oe 
f ¥ om Coaching receipts. Fy Pfs = Receipts. 
’ _ a Paros ! / | a=. ol. 
| Ra a.P.| € a. 4. Mds. 8.) @ Rs. a. | . do Ra. a. 
trafic for the week... -» | 165,620 2,327,656 11 9 20,868 6 TEERUE m0 7,083,150 1 Ghats 8 5 0,590,806 12 
per mile of railway wd cece j 11 0 8} 13 16 n 06 8 2 as 3 617 B10)... 
Ereroes: 7 weeks mt bait. if | 
year... i 47,61,078 126 435,616 11 1, 68,79,020 4 0 
citionineastencasacnie etemmemmaicrestn] scangeemGeneatsted 
- Total for § weeks 54,54,228 18 6 499,970 19 6, 76,10,727 0 
ComraRisox. 
Total for corresponding week of 
palpi at de = ial 17,85,068 10 7,08,078 9 ¢ 04,907 0 ‘| 9,81,783 1 
| ee een) | wed oid me 
correspen date 
year + aged ; | 1,863,730} 20,468,420 2 6, 187.588 10 8 ‘161,85,701 30 | 85,73,780.15 $510,030 14 11) 76,20,810 110) 488,605 1,077,918 
EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
2 
P ” cima Return of Traffic for week ended 2\st sdichabitd 1880 on 171} miles open. 
| Coacuine Trarric. 
fi Peg eentiatsontedinbesireunaaiippeitpessnntonmaeinmaardsi 
| Passe gers ' Coaching receipts. 
ll een inal een a eiteeouetiecon 
| Re. a. P. @ «ai Mads. 6. 
petal twat Ser a bs: ed 47,1238 39,640 0 6 5,634 9 10 1,30,633 v 
 Qrzer mile ne oles | 25018 8 2 3 3| 0 
Groctene ‘of half-year, we oan 250,508) 252,985 3 5 23,190 6 a 1460,087 33 
“| _ Total for 8 weeks —.../ 308,618 | 2,092,634 8 5 2082410 0 | 16,08,860 88 { 
7 Pans90%. | | 
, of previous “' 47,5414 ame | 398 2 0 1,69,877 37 | 
corresponding wi 
Mae oie ae he aah 300 | 208 14 5 | 41211 1,008 38 | 
date of previous year.../ $10,565 2,709,469 810 | 25,018 0 8 12,87.068 86 | 220,205 10 9 | 23,018 18 5 
*. J 
. ~ 
P BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. * ” 
ce ‘ Weekly Statement of Traffie Receipts. pe ae | 
e aaa SSS SS SS [Se SS = ~ re | 
as _" « = ¥ 
ie | | (RECEIPTS vor WeEK EXBLXO ” Toran _ Tees Repeats I" hi i 
Name of Railway, | 
med aad ‘cpa b°a5t Robruary 4 
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Statement per Weather, and State and /’rospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of | mgat, 
on 





' | Rainfall 
ms District, and date of lat udder Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crovs, and 
No. ~  vrevurn. \Stationin state of health at dare. 


| inches. 





’ 


Nil |Weather—seasonable. Prospects of crops promising. Public health good. 





Nil [Wenther—getting hot. Spring crops still being reaped. Average outturn 
expected. Cultivation for aus commenced. Isolated cases of smali-pex and 
cholera reported.. 


a 1B le Nil |Hot weather setting in; cholera dying out. Cultivation forward. Sugarcane 
being cut; outturn poor, Other crops very fair. an 7 “ 


» 48 | Mil |Weather—seasonable. State and prospects Bf crops favorable. Genigil Thoalth 
b good : Fd 


ne] Tf ~ Nil [Weather~getting warmer, with occasional fogs in morning, Wind from 
5 south-east. Sugarcane newly planted and vegetables on ground doing well. 
Ploughing in wany places commenced, A few cases of small-pox still © 


in thanaand Goopti . Sor f fe : 
ae a P parah outpadt, me cases of fever and cholera 


* 


Weather clear, and coo) for time “of year, State and f 
— ' 3 y prospects of erops 










District and date of Character of the weather. state and prospects of the crops. asa 
return : state of health at daw 





BENGAL —( Continued.) 
Central Districts. 


6 (24-Pergunvahs, Mar. 13 Nil |Weather—getting warm, Land boing ploughed for cultivation of early rice, 








° 2 Prospect of boro dhan at Satkhira promising. Sporadic cases of cholera’ 
E | still at Rarpect. 
& | 7 |Naddes, » 18 Nil |Weathor—hot and clear, Winter crop being reaped and promises a fair 
Bat = | outturn, 
Ve. | . . 
bee HI 8 Jessore, » 18 Nil Wenther—hot and dry. Prospects of boro dhan continue good, Stray cases 
i : | of cholera still reported. 
fe . 9 |Moorshedabad, ,, 13 Nil |Weather—getting hot. Reaping of rubbee crops going on ; prospect good. Fever _ 
i and cholera still reported from some thanas. 
z 
4 ' 10 |Dinagepore, Mar 12 Nil | Weathor—fine, with little wind. Ploughing for bhadoi rice going on. ih 
"nu Rajshabye. » 18 Nil Weather—gradually getting warmer, Sowing of amun dhan and teel, and trans- 
as planting of boro dkan, continue. Cheitali crosps being cut; = or 
E | good, Common rice from 18 to 26 seers per rupee. Public heal 
, hac 
=< | 12 |Rungpore, » 13 Nil Weather—become suddenly warm, Some cases of small-pox and cholera 
E | reported, Prospects of winter crops contin 1c to be good. 
‘138 | Bogra, » 13...) Nil |Weather—warm for time of year. Some rain fell on night of 12th. State 
( | | and prospects of crops excellent. Ploughing for aus going on, 
o ‘ 
g 14 Pon, » vii Nil Weather—getting warmer day by day. State of spring crops good. Public 
s | | health good. 
E 15 | Daxjocting ne 8 | O39 ‘Weather —cloudy ; rain fell on 12th. Heavy hailstorm in afternoon. In Hilis 
| no crop of importance; land being cultivates forearly rice. On Hills sama, 
: ¥ kaoni, phaphur and bhovita being sown. . 
- ' 16 |Julpigoree, » 18 ,,| 009 Wenather—very hot; storm last night; still.cloady. Land under preparation for 





bhadoi. Coid-weather crop harvest turning out well, 


| 
4 ' y ; ' 
4 Cooch Beber, , 11 ,, Nil Weather—fair ; very warm for time of year. Early rice being sown in low lands. 


| Tobacco being cut avery good outturn on the whole, Small-pox very prevalent. 
Rice continues cheap. ‘ 


Ni! Weather—fair, and daily getting beanie or sorsa, khesari, and other 
. ulses being gathered Outturn very good. ower promising. Boro dhan 
| Faltivated on muddy beds of rivers and bheels promises a good outturn, Public 
, health good. 
18 [Forreedpore, ,, 18 Nil | Weather —seasonable, Prospects of crops good. Ploughing for amun and aus . 
| progressing. Cases of small-pox in thana Palong. 


Backergunge, ,, Ll Nil |Weather—much warmer. Prospects of crops everywhere good, but rain wanted 
shortly. e 


20 |Mymensingh, , 12 Nil |Weatber—fine ; vighte cool; days warm. State and prospects of crops good. 


21 |Tipperah, aap | | Nil |Hot weather commenced, Spring crops done well Aus being sown under 
favorable conditions. ‘ ini ; 
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22 |hittagong, Mar. 16 Nil |Weather—warm and airy. State of crops promising. Cholera in Moiseal and 
“ Po i Ukhia. Common rice about 18 seers per rapee. f es 






23 |Noskholly, ll Nil |Weather—snddenly much hotter since March 8th Heavy fogs in ; 
F : Ploughing going on vigorously, Ahesaree being gathered. Crops locking oa 


» 9 | Nil |Wenther—seasonable. Jum cutting still continues. Tobacco, chillie, and other 


24 |Chittagons Hill 
‘Tracts, 





cold-weather crops doing well. 









Character of the weather, state and vrosbects of the crops,and 
sate of beaith at dare, 

















Weathor-- gradually becoming warmer. State aud prospects of crops continue ve 
good } 
88 | Bhagulpore, » 13 ,,| Nil |Weéather—getting very. hot. Rudbbee crop ripening rapidly. G % 


Nil |Weather—sultry. Stale and prospects of crops good. Bhadoi cultivation 
progressing. 


2 


BaiGoLrone tex. 
= 
? 
3 
E 
S 





condition; every prospect of a bampercrop this year. Price of rice falien 
slightly. Coarse rice 20 seers per rupee. Public health good. 


oes 


ig Maldoh, ,. w 8, Nil |Hot season setting in Boro dhan thriving. Winter crops in excellent 


86 |Sonthal Perghs, ,, 14 , | Nil |Weather—unseasonably hot. State and prospects of crops good. 


. 4 

@) (ORISSA. 3 
37 \Cuttack, Mar. 13 '80, Nil |Weather--getting warm, Dalua crops progressing well. Rain wanted for plough- i 
F ing. Small-pox abating. A few cases of cholera reported. Common rice 1¥+4 : 
¥ to 21 seers per rupee, * 
= | 88 |Pooree, » 2 » Nil |Weather—fine, with southern wind. Plonghing going on Dalwa paddy in F 
“ ear. In some places sugarcane still being pressed, Some sporadic cases of 4 
| cholera reported duriag week. Small-por not yet disappeared. Prices ia 
g stationary ; + 
i] a 
89 | Balasore Pree | Tape Nil |Weather—seasonable and fair. No rain during week. Ploughing in progress. be 

Few cases of cholera aud small-pox still reported: otherwise pablic health ‘ z 

| fair. a 

| ‘ 

. tk. | 4 
CHOJA NAGPOKE | 
7 South-West Frontier | —) oa a 
Agency. | 4 

: \Hagarecbagh, Mar, 12 '80' Nil |Weather—warm, with occasional indiextions of coming rain. Rubbee crops pro- | 
= | mising well. Ploughing for early crops progressing. Public health good. 3 

} 7 ; Bra 
Lobarduggs, .» 13, Nil |Weather—eeasonable. Nothing on ground in Sudder sub-division. In Palamow eh? | 

o = | rubbee harvest commenced, and rejorted to be an excellent one. Smalt- 7 

| ; | pox still prevalent, 4 

oy 


| 
| * ' 
42 |Singbhoom, oe 48) % Nil [Weether—very hot and oppressive. No crops on ground. General health 
| 3 good. > 
' 


im ‘ 
hoom. -. 18 Nil |Weather—getting hot. Sugarcane pressing continues. Wheat, &c.. prottise 
@ |Meaw ; well ioe rain prepared land for ploughing. Jfowa flowers beginnidg to 














full, . 
em i > 
ow Published for general information. 
Cavourta, Statistica, Dert., A. Mackeyzis, ; 
The \6th March 1880. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengaé, 








Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 












































i 
be 7th to 13th March 1880. 
F rt me == SS — — = ‘alae 
. § | TRMPseatore | Hrexounret ‘ Win. | ¥ * 
5 \— = " os Rane _ —— oe ps aoe carats naa 
: H i | | al: | ; | 
‘ |2| :3 , (Ei ai. [ay re 
| | | y™ z é é, - a Prevailing rection } 
* a ; . = | § | ; | « 3/3 
igi we bl el ala lg | 21a] : 
} | 3 H : 312 a 
z|2 = £ 3 aizgiaia eo) 2 io! 3 
1880. | 8 Inches | i] | 6.8 | 8 finial 8 | %e| |twelee| 
March 7:h 1482! 20936 | 731 | 900 310, 690, @&6|o%02. 691! 06 | Chiefly S W | Tn Nil | Chilly ans Sowa 
' | | ees ’ 
S| sth ats 86s 775) 17 65! os2! 676) B13! ors} 62 | Ti Oo 8 | 4 y 
by i | sd Ihe | midnight W 8 wv. ” gl, 190 | 0 | Char, Send a, 
rf | | ; | | & 
} | } 
» je Oth (1497) “BSE, 7ER O11 834) O77) 695) “GLa Be! TL TH 38 Ws W, till) 
loony Teak et had Prog ee a Bo) on | Clear, Fana . 
H | | K through 8 W, "Sand 8 K, | | 
| | til midnight 8 8 w | j | 
{ i | | through 3 E and 8. | | 
| | 
| } 
» flOth 1470 941) 777) OL lees) owe! ris! 689) 681) 76/7 Till 7-80 SSW, till! 95 
r ! ! | [Paar Siegen S| |» | Cltrdeinyen 
i } | | j | j } 
’ ! | | | 
7 Nyame jaar?” pu) 788) on7 | 219 | cos | ros | +638) 65°7 | 68 Tull 8 a. mu SSK, till mid-| 169 4, chiefly clear, f and 
Mi nigh 8 38. ©, 
{ \ i \ a | r 
» [18th 443-853-777 | ss-0 | 208! 691 | ors | -626 60 “cuit 5 ar? 163 |, | Chiefly clear, ov. 
‘i | 18th 1488 708 | 788) 98 | 822 608 | TBE} 738) 701 76 Chiefy vs ae | MGB |e | Chiefy cloudy, 0, 
i | | ' i | | } ' | * | | 
. j 4 rr - ————- + -- eee. a Sane EnEnENe semeaee 
> The meau pressure of the seven days . 29888 
° average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 yeare, S-G. Office ve 29°40 | 
~ | 
it S 
i The mean temperature of the seven days _... w=. 772 
* . The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G. Office - 848 
ty The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days ‘ . $29 
x _ he maximum temperature during the seven days ‘ee wee «| PO 
bee - e, 
ke ba 
pes The mean relative humidity during the seveu days oy 
Be | The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, s. G. Office... 69 - 
. ~~ inenes. 
The total fall of rain from 7th to 13th March 1880 ee oP ; Me. Nil. 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office ... es 0°23- 
The'total fall from 1st January to 13th March 1880 ig coh wt BSB 
" ~ The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office... . 228 
” ie The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced irom the traces of the thermograph and baro- 


| ‘The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
> ee Kegubee are verified, and the readings bave veeu corrected to a standard constructed and verified ; 
| at the KegriObservatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended | 
a » feet above the ground. 

The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newmeay > om. 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 

The hygrometric ‘elements are obtained from Tables 111, 1V,and V of the official tabide 
Meteorblogical Office, and based on Kegnault’s modifications of August’s formula, - 

‘The direction and movement of the wind are taken trom the trace of a Beckiey’s eis 
EP ne ae of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. eniwant : 
I 

a ae Losicat Orrice, invita, Joun Evior, © 
: The 16th March 1880, Kor Meteorological Reporter to the Gover " 
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. ve YN) "BABY INDIAN RATLAWAT: Sigs oe «Ry 
Stotement sowing the Totals ond Tooreane ad and Decreases of > lth: aac three be endl: 
ending th Tannery 1980 ™ soe tre dee 


Beer, Commissariat 
» Bot Commissariat... 
Betel-nuts and leaves 
and shoes... 
rassware ... 
Bricks 
Coal, up 
os down ... 
pper 
Cotton 
wv twist. 
Bamps coopah 
impty coopal 8, &e. 
Firewood 
Fraits 


Shee and. and oil 
G. B.T. packages . 
Government Commissariat stores 
~ Ordnance stores 
Barley .. 
Oats 
Grains, EDIBLE, & moe wh 
PULSES. Wheat .. ove 
Other grains. “o 
Pulses of all kinds .,. 








Gun ove 
Hides and horns es 
Indi asa 





Railway msterials, “construction account . 
” foreign ‘re “ 
8,458 


saneee 


9,336 | 

$,710 | 

1,381,980 

[ eraneer 52,20,535 25,85,276 | 22,602,226 | 6,10,328 oases 11,45,400 
[ maton | : 


: 





Calcutta and South-Eastern State Railway. 


Statemen! showing Increases and Decreases in maundage of Staples carried over the line during the morte 
of passopensdtet 1880, as abiengies with the corresponding mere = February 1879. 


- 
. 





The decrease in firewood traffic is due to less at Cann’ 
decrease in hay is due to less demands at stations =p iatihes 
increase in wooloo is due to greater 

The decrease in straw is due to less 








of oni Increases and eansasll in maundage of eillcceied over the line during the 
month of February 1880, as compared with the new period of February 1879. 






a ee ‘785 




















: wish fet 
: 2,315 S13 4,158 1051 | 3,158 ; 
saa\| 10 7 Bp ie | 1” By 
| ms | k % | . 96 a 
a ee ey | — - DS 
Total =.) 14,967 4.516 31,835 5% | 19,483 a 
| | | | be 
{ W 
Se ae Se nee Mees a ee ees a 
The decrease in brass and bell-metal ware is due to leas import for wan! of demands Se 


‘The increase in cotton is due to greater import for greater demands. # 
‘The increase in coal is due to greater import for briek-burning. 
‘The decrease in edible grains is trifling. 
The decrease in gunny is due to less import for want of demands. 
The decrease in jaggree and sugar is due to less import for want of demands. 
The decrbase in piece-goods is due to less import for want of demands 
‘The decrease in silk is due to less export. 
Tho increase in sundries is due to greater import for greater demands, 
<®re decrease in shoes is due to less import for want of demanits. 
The decrease in wine and beer is trifling. 
Calcutta, the 15th March 1880. RK. G. Mookerser, Manager, 
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passen Coaching receipts 
rors. 
Ra. a. P. | - eer Mads. 8. Rs. ae « , oe 
Total walle for the week | 101,683 220,008 8 0 20,969 11 ‘ 14.36.18 99 08,810 14 "h 3s.780 cone 
Or per mile of raiiwa. nee 19 0 1 8 3 12 7 ah 6 
J Por previous 8 weeks of halt. | 
ne OE | 2.881.878 “nas 3 8 197,679 0 1 |1,28,65,194 0 | 54,64,228 15 6)409,070 19 A 76,10,727 0 
Kigax : Total for 9 wooks =. 7,9ss,218 | a77a08 1 3 217,038 11 & [1,43,01,896 20 | 60,602,839 12 0) 5u5.760 6 mare oa 
OomPaRIsox. | ' 
Total for corresponding week of | | 4 . 
previous year : | 165,6404  2,40,147 9 0 22,018 10 6 | 16,12.677 20 | 681,150 14 6 57,856 6 6 871,807 7 6 
| Per mile of railway, correspond. | | 
ma peeviows ese i woetie 4 189 5 3 | 4121 ian 418 12 0) 38.7 4 878 1 8 nee 
Ae ve 1,520,871 | 22,86,567 11 6 | 200,602 ©  /1,57,06,430 10 | 62,04,049 13 10)508,787 1 6 84,914,517 9 4 506,578 
ee > EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. . : eae 
a sane Return " of Traffic for week ended 28th February 1880 on inj miles open. " 
Y —= = : : = = ee 
: Coacnine TRaFric. MERCHANDISE AND MrmenanPaaprie, 
oe ; | passenger Coaching receipts. Weight carried. 
. Rs. a. Pr. £ sa. sto 
‘Total traffic for the week 41,528 41,0738 4% 6 3,765 0 6 
Or per mile of 22 | 239 2 4 2118 5 
| For previous 8 of half-year S11128 | 8N6,189 6 27,150 14.2 rnc! oF 
: 4 Total for 9 weeks 852051 | 3,87,262 9 6 34,015 14-8 17,080,771 21 
——-— —_—_ a 
4770) | AT 1010 4,508 | 174286 1 
276 236 6 6) % 5 0 1,014 16 
wo S| 3,268,645 14 8 0,126 3 0 14,12,167 37 





BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
ikem Statement of ad Receipts. 


















RECEIPTS POR WERK ENDING teres “Tiseanr” 
Length ara 5 me 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 





Saturday, the 13th March 1880, 


Or resent: 
At His Honor tre Lievrenant-Governor or BenGat, presiding, 
\" . * . ‘Phe Hon’ble G. C. Pau, c.1.8., Advocate- General, 
, -* * he"Hon’ble C. T. Buckianp, 
; #, . The Hon’ble H. L. Dampier, 
my es . The Honiple A. Mackenzir, 
é 7 Hon'ble J. O’Kixeaty, 
e Hon’ble Svep Amerr Hossain, 
an ee Pax, Rar Bawapoor, ¢.1.£., 
sy ble J. B. Kyicur, 
| Thodam tte C. D. Frexp, my , 
an 
e Hon’ble Peary Monun MooxerJerr. 


T ‘A PORT IMPROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 


Mr. Buckann, in moving that the further report of the Select 
Bill for amending the Calcutta Port Improvement Act, 1870, 
eration in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill, 
recollection of the Council that certain amendments 
n referred back to the, Select Colsaaaine for further 
elect Committee had met, and aft 












































¢ nets The case of Calcutta was quite different. Here the process of education , _ 


with the Fihancial Department of ‘the Government of India, the require- 
ments of whith high aw Sg a been fully, satisfied, the Committee Samora 
the Bill as now amended. tion 8 had been allowed to remain, a few minor 
alterations had been made in section 6, and a section had been, added making 
clear the Commissioners’ powers to work tramways for carrying goods, 
The motion was agreed to. ad 
The Hon’ste Mr. Bucktanp also moved that tie%¢lauses of the Billbe 
considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select Committee. © 
The motion was agreed to. 
* The Hoy’ste Mr. Buckuanp then moved that the Bll be passed. 
The motion Was agreed to, 


COMPULSORY VACCINATION. 


The Hon’nste Kristopas Pat said he had been asked to tke Gharge of the 
Bill to render vaccination compulsory, and he did so with much pleasure. He con- 
..gidered a compulsory Vaccination Bill a legitimate corrollary of the Inoculation 
w'sProhibition Act. That Act was passed in 1865; it came into immedia 
‘operation in Calcutta and its suburbs; it had also been gradually extended to 
. some of the first class municipalities and military cantonmenfs in Bengal. 
When he declared himself in favour of a compulsory measure of this kind, he . 
did not mean that its extension should be general. He wished to restrict 
the compulsory law to Calcutta and its suburbs; and if power was~given in . 
the Bill to Govanat to extend it to first and second class mdhicipalities, 
that provision had been introduced at the special instance of Government. He 
might, however, mention that the Government was not desirous of extending 
the compulsory Act throughout Bengal; it proposed to take the “necessary 
power in order to meet sudden emergencies ip case of a widespread epidemic 
of small-pox. But this question would be discussed by the Select Committée 
~ to whom the Bill might be referred hereafter. “ r 
in vaccination had been going on for a long time past. Heve the first step in 
, this direction had been taken by some of the conservative and leading 
* Hindu families before the prohibition of inoculation by legislative enactment 
was even thought of by Government. esting the authorityfor vaccination on | * 
a text of Dhunnuntari, the father of Hindu medicine, the late Rajah Sir Radha-  * 
kant Deb, the most esteemed leader of the orthodox. Hindu community, 
promulgated, if Banoo Kristopas Pat might so express himself, the doctrine 
of vaccination; and as education had progressed, the old prejudices against 
it had worn off. Inoculation was prohibited in 1865; and for the last «fifteen 
‘ears Jr. Charles, the Inspector-General of Vaccination, had proved the 
best educator of the people of Calcutta in the matter of vaccination. The 
position attained by him was thus described in his own words :— 
“ The following propositions may be assumed as capable of proof. If any question © * 
should arise as to the advisability of accepting them without evidence, I shall be pr 
to adduce the proofs when called upon :— = ait Ske 
* a) The great majority of the resident [tages in Calcutta, amounting perhaps to 
such a high figure as one above that represented by 95 per cent., have accepted vaccination, * 


or would accept it, as a matter of course, were there any children in the family,,and would, — 
if left to themselves, continue to have their children vaccinated. o i 


“(b) Among the floating population, any man, woman, or child,thia at can t 
a vaccinator can be, with greater or less difficult , vacginated.” The. excobi saat the 
1 per cent 








proposition are so few as might possibly be represented by su¢h a small fi as 
“‘(¢) Besides the above classes there is a distinct and separateselass which cons 
of adult males among the floating population, who, from causes Q con 
the position, cannot be singled out or caught hold of by the vaccinate Among 
a considerable percentage consists of unprotected persons. ‘The percentage, the 
» large one in itself, may be taken to represent a very iderable ber indeed 
tected persons who constitute a source of great danger to Caldutin, These 
small-pox when it prevails, and form so many centres o one that it i 
for vaccinators to keep pace with an epidemic when it has once begun amotig 
“(@) The vaccination, as it has been practised in Calcutta since ye 
in reality only a voluntary system, has virtually amounted to compulso; 




















law it is true does not compel a man to be vaccinated; but the Vac 
bring so much seabdnhs ti baer in the: tion that so far as relate: 
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“Based on the knowledge of the above fapts the ent for compulsory vaccination 
ddnits'to this, “Mimest all the cffeed ant the thinking mttohes of theese? 
pee hive already accepted vaccination of their@wn accord. The unedueated and unthinking 
part of the population, from one reason or another, alreally undergo vaccination ; then 
- of neither will be affected by a vaccine law. The law will ohiohy affect a number of ad 
who come to live‘among a vaccinated community. Although this number is small when eal- 
oul in relation to the general population, yet in itself it is so large as to constitute a very 
serious source of da even to a protected population. It is chiefly these people who die 
", — an epidemic small-pox. A compulsory vaccination law would doubtless save some of 
their lives; it would do more than this—it would prevent these persons from becoming so many 
foci of contagion which disseminate small-pox amvng a comparatively well vaccinated com- 
munity who are thus exposed to the inconveniences attending on an attack of this di ; 
although they have availed themselves of the only means at their command to ward off such 
a visitation.” 

a A cogipulsory vaccination law would not thus offer any violence to the 
feelings of the vast majority of the people of Calcutta. It would simply give 
legal sanction to a practice which had been already voluntarily eee, by 

ty , most of his countrymen dwelling in this great city. in 
Nevertheless prejudices existed among certain sections of the community. 
Their adherence to tyrant custom was so strong that no amount of persuasion 
or moral pressure would avail. He witnessed a sad illustration of this 
fact in his own neighbourhood during the epidemic of 1877-78. The braziers 
of Kansariparah formed a compact guild; they had many estimable qualities ; 
they were an industrious and thriving class; they were independent in spirit, 
and, as a body, unsophisticated in mind and manner; but they had a strong 
prejudice against both inoculation and vaccination. During the epidemic 
there was scarcely a house among them which was not converted into a house 
of mourning. Young cherubs were snatched away from the bosoms of their 

- mothers; one, two, three successively fell victims to the fell disease in the same 
house, and still the fortress of prejudice remained impregnable. ‘he army of* 
vaccinators laid siege to it, but without effect; the chief of their clan capitu- 
lated by setting an example in his own house, but the mass remained unmoved. ; 
At las. some of them gave in; but it was then too late. Now, he submitted, 4 
double responsibility rested upon these men. As parents and guardians ,of 
young chil who could not think for themselves, and who were entirely 

+ under their control, they were bound to protect their lives from the fatal 
disease; and as neighbours, they had no right to put the whole neighbourhood 
in danger by gratifying their own unreasoning prejudice. To meet cases of 
this kind a ey. law was absolutely necessary. ‘Ihe only objection he had 
heard against such a law was that it would be an arbitrary interference with 
the liberty of the subject. Those who took this objection forgot that the whole 
course of penal legislation against the committal of nuisances might be objected 
to on that ground. ‘They might as well say that the Legislature had no right 
to restrain a man from committing breaches of the peace, because it interfered 

+ with the liberty of the subject, or prevented him from doing what he in his 
sweet will might be pleased to do. hey forgot that when men formed 
’ members of a community, individual liberty ought to be made subservient to 
the good of that community. An individual was but a component part of a 
’ gommunity ; and if the interests of the community required a certain sacrifice, 
e ~ no individuakmember of it should complain. 
» ©it was nof’necessary for him to dwell at length on the subject. He might, 
 héwever,: remind th®* Council that the British Government had been engaged 
_ #m diffusing vaccination ‘from the earliest period of its establishment in this 
country. ination, he read in Dr. Green’s report on vaccine operations, 
-__ -was intfodficed under the auspices of no less a personage than Lord Clive in 
802, ‘The earliest report on vaccination in Bengal was that of Dr. Shoolbred, 
Surgeon to the: Native “Hospital at Calcutta for the year 1804, published by 
Government in 1805. The total number vaccinated during 1804 in 
rovinces (including, besides, Prince of Wales Island and Fort 
8,140. The office of Superintendent-General of Vaccination 
to have been instituted at Calcutta early in this century. The 
step in advance was taken in Bombay under the enlightened rule of 
, Monstuart Elphinstone, in 1827. In 1854 the Bomba 
into the North-Western Provinces. under the able 
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till 1865. Vaccination under a European Superintendent was introduced into ~~ 
the Central Provinces in 1864, and into Oudh in 1867. Thus our Government - 
had taken an active part in this work of humanity from the beginning of this =~ 
e the vaccine operations of our Government had hitherto been carried 

on on the voluntary principle. In 1877 a compulsory law was passed for 
Bombay. A Bill had been introduced in the Council of the Governor-General _ 
giving power to the local Governments which had no local legislatures to — * 
extend the benefit of vaccination to municipalities and military cantonments. ~ 
within their respective territories. He thought that the time had arrived for 

the enactment of a similar law for the metropolis of British India. 

As regards the details of the Bill, he would not trouble the Council with 
any remarks at the present stage. The questions as to what kind.of lymph 
should be used; whether any fee should be charged for vaccination; whether 
the poorer classes should be provided with gratuitous vaccination, and if so, 
under what conditions; whether females who, according to the custom of a 
the country, could not appear in public, if too poor to pay the fee, should be 
vaccinated free of charge, and what procedure should be followed in enforcing 
vaccination: all these questions would be noticed when the Bill would be. 
read in Council. 

He now moved for leave to introduce the Bill. , 

The Hon’zite Syrup Ameer Hossein said. The necessity for legislation 
on the subject of compulsory vaccination had been very clearly and forcibly 

ut forward by his hon’ble friend, and he had nothing to add to it except that 
S considered that the enactment of the proposed law would serve to remove the 
present anomalous state of things. For the last fifteen years a law was in 
force prohibiting inoculation. This Act had been extended to almost all the. 
large towns and municipulities in the mofussil. Side by side with this Act 
there was a system of optional vaccinatioa. This he considered to be an 
anomaly, for the simple reason that in the places in which inoculation was 
interdicted vaccination ought to be insisted upon, otherwise a large number 
of innocent children would fall victims to the ravages of the fell disease, 
small-pox, when it broke out in an epidemic form. és 

A similar Bill had been introduced in the upper Council by his hon’ble 
friend Syud Ahmed Khan Bahadur, and had been opposed by certain local 
Governments on the ground that the measure was not acceptable to the people. 
Syup Ameer Hosser said that he attributed this opposition on the part of the 
people to the backward state of education in those parts of the country ; and he 
trusted that no such objection would be made on behalf of enlightened and 
educated Bengal, specially when the bill about to be introduced in this Council 
had for its mover his hon’ble friend Baboo Kristodas Pal, who was deservedly 
held in great respect by the people of all classes in Bengal. 

As for the province of Behar, His Honor the President was aware that 
Mahomedans had no possible religious grounds to urge against the system of 
vaccination ; and the Hindus residing in large towns and municipalities had for 
many years past been familiar with the operation of vaccination and 
appreciated its benefits. While a sub-divisional officer in a Behar district, he 
had introduced the administration of the prophylactic with great success by 
winning over a large number of the Brahman imoculators and appointing them _ 
as vaccinators. They had gladly exchanged their virus and bunches of needles 
for the lymph and lancet, and he had given them full liberty to perform the © 
poojah eioally offered during the first nine days after the o ion. His 
experience was that so long as the Government did not int , 
no doubt it would net) with the rites of the poojah, there 
opposition on the part of the Hindu priesthood. eae 7% 

The motion was agreed to. ety ts ‘od 


* PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY BILL.» 
Tue How’ste Mx. Fievp, in moving for leave to introduce a Bill to a 
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oa The object of the Act was twofold. -It first amended the Revenue 
| Bale Law—Act XI of 1859; that is, the law for the recovery of arrears of land 
revenue’ by the sale of the estate upon which those arrears had accrued. In 
@ second place it provided a procedure for the recovery of cortain demands 
~ due to the » ‘Thonature of that procedure was this. A public officer of 
Government was empowered to certify that acertain sum of money was due, and 
to this certificate was given the force of a decree. This decree is executed’ 
as the decree of a civil court, but with.this difference that the machifiery 
employed in executing it consists of the Collector and his subordinate officers 
‘stead of the ordinary machinery of the civil courts. In all countries the 
State—the oor yaaiceg reserved to itself a special and peculiar procedure 
for the recovery of certain dues and debts owing to itself. Between private 
individuals the ordinary practice is that a person to whom a debt is due resorts 
to the Civil Court, and after an adjudication upon the rights of the parties, 
the Court embodies this adjudication in a decree, the execution of which 
enables one person, the plaintiff, to compel another person, the defendant, 
- to pay the debt justly demandable from him. In the case of the State, in 
b? most countries the Government has declined to resort to the ordinary 
tribunals, and it has reserved to itself a special procedure to enforce its own 
demands. In this country from the earliest period there has been a difference. 
In all cases.of disputed right the Government has submitted itself to the jurisdic- 
tion of civil courts. In this principle, xs a principle no change was 
in 1868, and it is not proposed to make any change now. But there 
are certain number of demands in the nature of taxes, fines, and other 
dues, in respect of which the only real question is whether they have 
been paid or not, and as to the right of recovering which no question 
arises. It is in respect of this class of claims, then, that the Act of 1868 provided 
a speciol procedure, and that procedure it is on the present occasion — 
to maintain and improve. In 1868 it was attempted to enumerate and classify 
the particular demands to which this procedure should be made applicable. The 
Statute-book was, however, then in an uncertain and confused state, and it was 
extremely difficult to know what portions of the old Bengal Regulations were im 
force and what portions had been repealed or modified. As a natural conse- 
quence, the ification attempted in 1868 was in the course of a few years found 
to beincomplete, and in 1875 a short amending Bill was brought into this Council 
and passed. In the course of the few years that have since elapsed, the work- 
. ing of the Act of 1868, and the experience derived from its working, have 
brought to light further omissions; and now that the Statute-book has been 
brought into a state of order, and it is known exactly what old Regulations 
are in force and what have been repealed, it is possible to attempt a complete 
enumeration and classification of those items of Public Demands 
by existing Statutes, which it is desirable to bring under this special proge- 
dure. What then the Bill proposed to do is this: it would repeal so much 
eof the Act of 1868 as was connected with the second object already stated, via; 
the recovery of public demands. hat portion of the Act which was connected 
with the realization of land revenue by the sale of estates, and which was an 
amendment of Act XI of 1859, it was not intended to touch. The second 
portion it was proposed to repeal, and to enact in an amended and more 
complete form, It has been attempted to give a complete enumeration of all 
hose public demands created by the existing law which it has been sheng 
eis sir to recover by this special procedure, and a clause has been added 
__ @fiabling future Acts by a few words to refer to this special procedure, so 
that in the case of any new demand, or tax, or fine, or due, a few words 
 introducéd any Sieve Act will make it recoverable under this proce- 
jure. The Bill has been drafted, and, if this motion is allowed, will at once 
din the hands of hon’ble members, The Statemenjyof Objects and 
appended to it sets forth fully what it is proposed to do. e would 
fore ble the Council with further details, some of which aye 
nitiny of which are not very intelligible apart the text 
in. With these remarks he begged to move for leave to 















rye ; 
adjourned to Saturday, the 20th instant. 
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_ REPORT ON THE “NEW DISEASE.” 


9 h 
. a, 
No. 397, dated Oaloutta, the 27th February1890. 9. 
From—R, Turnnvct, Esa., Séeretary to the Corporation of the Town of Caloutta, = 
-To—The Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal. : 


41 am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 143, dated 12th 
instant, calling for a special report‘on the “new disease” referred to in the 
newspapers as now to some extent prevailing in Calcutta, " 

2. Your letter under acknowledgment was referred to the Health Officer, 
and I have now the honor to forward a copy of the report which has been, 
submitted by Dr. McLeod on the subject. 


No. 122, dated Calcutta, the 27th February 1880. * 
From—Svuroron-Masyor K McLiron, a.m., M.D., Health Officer, Caloutta, 
To--The Chairman of the Municipal Corporation of the Town of Caloutta. 

Rererrinc to Bengal Government letter No. 148, dated 12th February 
1880, I have the honor to submit the following report regarding the “ new 
disease” which has lately appeared in Calcutta. 

2. Though this disease has been attracting special attention within the 
last month or two, it has prevailed in the suburbs for some time past, and 
has also broken out in several other parts of Bengal. The information in 
my possession regarding the prevalence of the malady is as follows. It is 
said to have been prevalent in the district of Midnapore in the year 1876, 
and to have travelled thither from Orissa. On this point I have no accurate 
information, nor has the present Civil Surgeon of Midnapore, to whom I wrote 
on the subject, been able to furnish me with any. It is certain that thé 
disease broke out in the southern suburbs (Garden Reach and its neighbourhood) 
in the rains of 1877, and it was again observed over a larger area of the 
same suburbs and in some villages to the east of Calcutta in.1878. Dr. Payne 
alludes to it in his report for the third quarter of that year, and. Drs. Mac- 
Connell and Harvey, who held the office of Civil Surgeon during the later 
months of the year, have reported on it. Dr. Cayley treated several cases in 
the Mayo Hospital in September. The disease appears to have broken out 
during the rains, and subsided as the cold weather advanced. The same 
disease prevailed in Dacca in January and February 1879, and appeared in © 
Shillong in October 1878. Dr. O’Brien, writing in the May (1879) number.of 
the Indian Medical Gazette, states that 200 cases had occurred in that -station 
and that new cases were appearing daily. He believes that it was imported 
from Dacca, and records that it prevailed in Cachar, Sylhet, the Khasia Hills 
and some of the districts of Assam Proper. His statement, as far as Sylhet 
is concerned, is confirmed by a ‘planter’s doctor,” Dr. Alexander Nairne of - 
Bouth Sylhet, who, writing to the British Medicai Journal, mentions that it® — 
prevailed in August and September. Ne 

3. The present epidemic made itself known towards the close of 1879. ~ 
A fresh outbreak seems to have occurred in the southern and eastern suburbs, ¥ 
and Calcutta was invaded for the first time. The portions of the town where 
the disease has prevailed are continuous with, or contiguous to, those parts of 
the suburbs which were previguay attacked, namely, the bustees belonging 
to Bhowanipore and Ballygunge police sections, situated immediately to the 
south of the south Circular Road. Through Mr. Lambert’s co That 
had replies to a few simple questions from all the police sections of 
and suburbs regarding the locality and extent of prevalence of the” 
These replies may be summarized as follows :— ig ee 
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¢ cases have been reported, 
~~ FB. Jorasanko (two from Woolput Bagan). 
"J. Bow Basar (one from Chorin hee Road). 
«~~ M, Eenwick Bazar (one from Mullick Bazar in Collingah). 
; NN. Toltollah ¢two from Collingab). a. 
(¢ )—Sections in which the disease has prevailed epidewically. . 
O. Collingah (Elliot Road, Goristan Lane, Short’s Bazar, and Golam Shoban’s 


Lane). : 
ik P. Park Street (Hill’s Bazar and Choona Bustee). 
..* QQ, Bamun Bustee (Colvin Bustee and Gooreeparah). 


IL.—Svunvurss. 
(a.) —Sections in which no cases have occurred. 


A. Cassipore. | C, Ooltadangah. 
E Palliaghatta. 
{ Sections in which the disease has prevailed epidemically. 
. Chitpore (Burranagore two cases) . 

D. Manicktolla (a few cases in 1878 on Manicktolla Road). 

F. Entally (Gobra). 

G. Baniapooker (Kurriah, Jamnuggur, and Nonapooker). 

H. Ballygunge (Malye Bustee, Aheerapooker, Shamiadar Bazar, Begg Bazar, 

- Kurriah, and Chamarpooker . 

I. Bhowanipore (Koyroo Tallao, Woolput Bagan, Gungaram Bustee, adjoin- 

* — ing South Circular Road). 

J. Tallygunge (Gobindpore). 

L. Alipore and Doorgapore (Gopalnuggur Road, Gwalior Ghat, Kallyghat, 
Bridge Road, Moonsheeparah, Koolaparah, Moyapore, Kristopore, 
Bostomparah, Chetla Road, and Kassaryputty). , 

M. Watgunge (Koottree Road and Kalibagan . 

N. Ekbalpore (Ekbalpore, Mominpore, Foolparah, Jeebun, Manjee’s Bagan). 

©. Garden Reach (Moocheekhola and Mateabrooj). a 

4. From these details it is evident that the disease is more widely 
prevalent in the suburbs than in the town; that the northerly sections of bot 
are as yet exempt, and that the disease has travelled further northwards in the 
easterly suburbs than in the town. I have indicated roughly on the aecom- 
panying map the localities where the disease has prevailed this cold weather. 

5. have visited all the localities in the town and one place in the 
suburbs where the disease prevails, and from my own inquiries and the infor- 
mation supplied by the police it is evident that it broke out almost simulta- 
neously in the affected localities towards the latter end of November and 
beginning of December, about the time of the Mohurrum. 

@. The extent to which the disease has prevailed, and the mortality 
which it has caused, are represented in the following statement prepared from 


tho police reports :-— 
1L—Town Sections. Cases. Deaths. 
F. Jorasanko = 7 - 2 7 
J. Bow Bazar... We sis _ 1 ae 
*-. M. Fenwick Bazar ees .r ae 1 fe 
.N. Toltollah : oe ae 553 2 l 
O. Collingah eee Pe ne aoe 182 35 
Pp. Park Btreect ... _ me . 13 3 
—  Q. Bamun Bustee ... se ss we «= 12 
Total ... 266 51 
“Onan. Deaths. 
2 is 
8 “a8 
6 2 
22 4 
204 107 
33 16 
‘ 1 1 
54 6 » 
a 2 ri *. 
2 .* 
Total Gained 163 


“ 








7. Ta relation to the population of the suburbs,"the prevalence, and 
imortality -have been slight, and still less go in the town. TI had a special 
inquiry made in Short’s Bazar with the following results :— 


Number of houses pe ood we 
Ditto inhabitants, sa ie ae eens, ORO 
Ditto houses attacked ane es ie 10 
Ditto inhabitants in these wee Pee a 65 
Ditto attacked ‘ sa bis cis 15 
Ditto died oe 10— 


When limited areas where the disease has prevailed are taken, of course the. 
incidence and mortality attain higher proportions. 

The rate of mortality given by the town figures is about 20 per cent.,’ 
and by the suburban about 44. These figures are not, however, entitled to 
more reliance than to indicate that the mortality is considerable in relation to 
cases, though slight in relation to population. : % 

8. The facts regarding the manner of outbreak which I have gathered are 
as follows :— : . 

(a.) It has attacked houses in a village in a promiscuous way. The 
affected homesteads are mostly scattered throughout the 
locality, and not necessarily contiguous. 

(2.) The rule has been that several or all the members of a household 
have been seized, and single cases ina family are exceptional. 

(c.) Such seizures have tuken place almost simultaneously or in rapid 
succession, as if from the operation of a common cause. 

(d@.) Similarly, as I have already remarked, the seizure of different 
houses in a village sppears to have been simultaneous; indeed 
the disease seems to have broken out all over the infected grea 
about the same time. 

(e.) Reeent cases are rare, and, according to the latest information [ 
have gathered, the disease would seem to be dying out. 

9. The symptoms of the disease are very detinite, viz.— 

(a.) Sweiling of the limbs—the lower always, sometimes the upper, and © 
occasionally the body. 

(b.) Fever sometimes before and sometimes after the swelling, and in 
some cases altogether absent. 

(c.) Bowel complaint in many cases —diarrhcea most commonly, dysen- 
tery in a few. 

(d.) Burning and pain in the affected limbs at the commencement. — 

(e.) Shortness of breathing and cough, and palpitation in ail cases. 

(f) Great emaciation, exhaustion, and ansemia in severe cases, slighter 
but well marked in all. 

(g.) The duration of the disease appears to be about two months in 
cases of average severity, but it leaves its victim greatly 
enfeebled. 

(h.) In fatal cases great disturbance of respiration and circulation 
have been described, and death has generally been sudden. 

The foregoing details will probably be considered sufficient for a public’ 
report. The malady is undergoing careful investigation in the hospitals, and 
important information regarding its phenomena is being recorded in the Zrans- 
actions of the Calcutta Medical Society. ig 
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10. As regards the nature of the disease, it is impoasais as yet to-write 
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* observed indications of anwmia and scurvy in some cases, 

Ba ba eae I am inclined to consider them secondary conditions due to the 
Pig ; disease, and not the cause of it. 

-, (¢.)—Nor have I observed any special insanitary conditions associated 

alee ‘ with its prevalence. The sapitary conditions of the households 

Piste and villages in which the disease has broken out are certainly 

é . no worse than those of hundreds of others in town and suburbs, 

; where no disease has prevailed.« In short, I have been unable 

a ! to fix upon any one condition or assemblage of conditions, 

personal or otherwise, peculiar to the affected places. 


# * '(d.)HAs — infectiousness, the evidence is very conflicting. Dr. . 
' 0’ 


i O’Brien considers the disease to be very infectious, and gives 
egret ood reasons fpr his belief. Facts have come to my know- 
Ted e which favour the impression that the disease is communi- 
cable, while others have opposed that view. If it is infectious 
(and I am not prepared to deny this), it is so under conditions, 
seasonal and otherwise, which strongly modify its manner of 
transfer from man to man. The pct Be spread northwards, 
the pronounced localization, and the seizure of whole families, 
are the most remarkable circumstances in the natural 
history of the malady considered from an epidemological point 
of view. 
12. As regards relief measures, I am of opinion that no special steps are 
required. The people have been resorting to hospitals and dispensaries, and 
those able to a ord. it calling in medical practitioners. The disease has not 
attained dimensions demanding special relief measures, and the existing organi- 
gations for public medical relief are quite able to cope with the emergency. 
* Though no special remedy has been discovered for this disease, sarc medical 
treatment is capable of relieving urgent symptoms and accelerating recovery. 
Many of the people labouring under the disease would not take Euro 
medicines if they were sent to their houses, and those who desire medical 
advice and medicines know where to send or go for them. I cannot specify ar 
ene which is specially indicated. In one affected village (Hill's 
Road) a 


dound the drainage in a very bad condition; in another (Elliott 

eee . very foul tank exists. I have strongly recommended that both these 
~~ faults should be remedied, and measures are being taken to that end. 

' 18. Though the disease appears now to be abating or dying out, it is 

_. quite possible, nay probable, that it will break out again during or after 

next rains, and perhaps advance northward beyond its present limits. I shall 


Ne seep myself carefully informed on the subject, and report if any extension or 
- on a takes 





Lek ke aah _ fed Mahoniedan butchers, accustomed to generous livin and ja’ 
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Statement Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the ent 
. of rene 4 as reported to Government during the week ending the 20th March 1880. : 
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: BC des 
District, and date of — |atSudder Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, aut ant 
No. return. Stationin r state of health at dace. 4 ya 
inches. ; ae ean: 
, » aides 7 


nary. ct 
Nil |Weather—very hot. good. Cholera has appeared a mh ee 


|Bardwan, Mar. 20 " Prospects of crops 
a thanas ; otherwise public health good. 






¢ |Bankoora, » 20 Nil [Weather—hot. Pressing of sugarcane nearly finished; outturn not ve good, 
Common rice 15 to 22 seers per rupee. A few cases of cholera small. 
x pox in Bishenpore. A 
= 8 |Beerbhoom, » 20 Nil eee hot. Crops on ground in good condition, Cholera , still 
<4 about. . x 
x Midnapore. ~ 20 Nil |Weather—very hot. State and prospects of crops favorable. Small-pox and — 
i cna cholera prevalent in Ghiftel eub-division, had have broken ont in. Sudder sealant ai 
F | and elsewhere, ° : 
EB | 6 \Hooghls, » 20 Nil |Weather—fogey in mornings throughout week. High wind. Sugarcane and 
vegetables doing well. Ploughing progressing. Some cases of cholera and 
small-pox. A few cases of cholera reported from north. a 
: Sowrak , 22 Nil |Weather—windy and stormy. Rain required. Public health fair, though in 
places slight outbreaks of small-pox reported. oe 
Central Districts. am: 
: 24-Pergunnahs, Mar. 20 '80/ Nil |Weather- hot. High wind prevails. Ploughing going on. Prospects of boro F 
E x ss dhan at Satkhira good. Cholera still continues at Baraset 3 
7 |Nuddea, » 20 Nil |Weather—hot ; latterly cloudy. Winter crops being reaped with a moderate ~ 
outturn, Ploughing for early rice begun Public health generally good. sod 
E 8 |Jessore, » 20 130 |Weather—hot. Heavy storm on night of 19th. Boro one roe well, 
; Magoora 0:05 | except in Bagirhat, where rain wanted. Rain done good in - . Health 
good, ao" 
9 \Moorsbedabad, ,, 20 Nil | Wea ing hot Reaping of rubbee crops not yet over, Prospects good. 
Cs rw ’ Fever and cholera still in some thanas. Ie Seas BP 


ee 
08 | Weather—warm in beginning of week. Cooler and cloudy from 16th, with high sy; 
north-easterly wind. 2 crops harvested. Land being re ge 
Bhadoi dhan. Rice 17 to 28 seers per rupee. Some cases of ‘and 
cholera. en 
Nil |Weather—hot in daytime. Wind variable, generally from north and north-east 
| in evenings, sometimes very strong. Cloudy during latter part but no 
| rain. Sowing of dhan and teel continues; latter near! 
| harvest going.on. Ontturn generally good. A few cases of | 
from thanas Lalpore, Tanore, and para, and « few. .cases of 
lastnamed thana. Price of common from 18 to 24 seers. EME 
Weather—still cloudy. A hard north-easterly wind still rege d 
a State and prospects of crops continue fa’ but. 
injurious to aus sowings and tobacco. Hail in Kurigram 
mangoes. Stray cases of cholera and small-pox still occur: | 
Weather—cloudy, with vccasional showers. Crops on pro 
Weather—warm at noon, with high wind, Morning aud evening 
last three days. ‘Prospects of winter crops very good. Public health 


Rain almost every day during week, and thick mist. In Terai no y 
In Hills Sian corn. sama, and kaoni being sown. “Tea potatos alre: 
begun ; an ear! expected. oe 
Stormy weather Veith strong east wind and heavy rain: peered: 
















.y 10 |Dinagepore, Mar. 19’ 
| 11 /Rajshabye, 20 





















menced here and there, and cultivation still going on. 
gathered with fair outturn. General health good. _. 2 
Beginning of week fair and hot Cloudy and stormy toWards its close. 
hailstorm, with very large hailstones, done a little damage to tobacco ; t 
reich opie f Early rice cultivation progressing actively, } 
actively prevalent, but rain and cool weather may cause it to : 
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Character of the weather, atate and prospects of the crovs. and 
= state of health at dace et 
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075 |Weather—cloudy, With southern wind and showers at intervals’ Crops much, 
| benefited by rainy Cholera still prevails in Moiscal and U khia rm. 

1:57. |Wind blowing bard from sonth. Rain in evenings of 15th, 16th, aud 17th _ 

State and prospects of crops good, Much ploughing going on. Linseed ripe. 

Pulses showing above ground, + 

Nil (Wenther—seasonable. Cloudy on 15th. Jum cutting still continues. Tobaceo . 

|_ and other winter crops doing fairly well. Public health good. ‘ 

Nil |Weather—windy and cloudy. Winter crops gathered. Prospects of boro an 

sati paddy fair. Public health good. 


20 ,, Nil |Weathor—getting warmer daily. Rubbee crops being cut; outturn good. 

20 80, Nil |Weather—hot. Maximuin reading in shade 102°2°. Prospects of rubbee fair. 
In some places gram being cut. Pablic health generally good. 
Sbahabad, » 20 ,,| Nil  |East wind and cloudy weather. Harvesting of roles crops going on well. 
Cloudy weather may do sowe injury to mango, which is now in blossom. 

20 | Nil |Weather—cloudy, with strong east wind’ Rubbee crops being harvested; every 
prospect of good ontturn, Mustard cut. Prices of rice and other grain’ 4 
| falling. Public health good 
Mozuflerpore, , 20 , Nil |Weather—fine. Prospects of rubsee crops continue very good. Peas, thustard 
and massoor still being harvested. Prices stationary. Public health good. * 
Sarun, » 20 ,,| Nil |Weather—ciesr and bright; last two days cloudy, with east wind. Rubdbee crops 
being harvested. Prices stationary. General health good. * 


Durbhunga, * 





| a 


Chumparan, » 2, Nil |Wenther—cloudy. East wind. State and prospects of crops excellent. Rubbee 
| ripe and being harvested. 


Monghyr, Mar. 20 ’80| Nil |Weather—much colder again for the last few days, with high east wind. Pros- 
| pects continue good. Mango and mostwa crops promise to be large. Rubdee 
| harvest commenced in Begooserai sub-division. 

Bhagulpore, » 20 ,,| Nil [Strong easterly wind and cloudy weather, RubJee harvest commencing. Pros- 


pects good 


Purveah, » 20 ,,| Nil |Strong easterly wind prevailed, causing a great fall of temperature. State and 
prospects of crops good. Bhadoi cultivation progressing. 
aldab, » 20 ,,| 075 |Weather—cloudy, Easterly wind blowing A slight shower on morning of 


| 20th. Cold-weather crops prospering. Cutting of wheat and barley not-yet 
| | completed. Boro dhan thriving General health good 
} Perghs, ,, 20 ,, Nil |Morning cloudy. East wind. Weather cool. Nearly all crops above average, 


| 
| 
| 


iY Cuttack, ie [Report not received. bs hss 
‘ay # Pooree, Mar, 18 ,, Nil |Weather—fine, with southern wind. Ploughing going on. Dalua rice pro- * 

\ gressing well. Castor and other cold-weather crops being gathered. Sporadic 

cases of cholera also this week. Small-pox not yet disappeared. Common rice 
















ae! m0: bs Nil Istrong west wind blowing. Weather hotter than usual at this time of year, 
¥ | Rudbee harvest in Palamow estimated at 12 or 13 annas. Small-pox still 
very prevalent, 
608 Nil |Weather—very hot, with strong west wind. No crops now on ground. Few 
cases of small-pox reported from Dhalbhoom and Khursowab. 

io Nil |Weather—dry and hot. Rudbee crops doing well; barvest begun, Mohwa 
| flowers falling. Plonghing continues. A few cases of cholera in Sudder é 
thana ; one case of small-pox in Jeypore 


| 18 to 23 seers per rupee “ 
» 19 ,,| Nil (Strong south wind blowing. Days very hot. Rain mach wanted for ploughing. 
small-pox abating. Few cases of sporadic cholera; otherwise public 
good. 
| | 
South. West Frontier | 
Agency. | | ’ ssf 
b, Mar. 19 80, Nil Days warm; nights cool, Rubbee crops being harvested with good regults. 
4 | Public health good. 
| 





Published for general iniormation. * ‘ 

A. Mackenziz, 

Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. ‘ 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 







































































tt) ith to om March ich 
| | § | TeMprnatvrn. 4 Hyenomerky. Wirp. 
t |__| — : 
ree. Yt.l ft 
a) es | | © : 
los ea | 3 | S | Rain, Waarnen. 
= ™ | £ é & = Pe | Prevailing direction 
. 2 | s Ss | = | A Ss z ra ue =! § 
; Ble oe ee ee ee 2 s , 
Blalilis |G File al eeele 2 
= a | 2 a2 2/8 |S jan i & isis | $s 
; “| 7... i ; Y | a if OS ; 
1880, 6 luches, 3 6;¢e6;8ée 8 |Inches) & | % | | Inches 
| | j 
March | 14th | 1486 20763 79'8 | 82 | 166 | 726 754} 0826) 735 82 | ChielySandS by W ...| 162 | Nil | Day cloudy, night 
| | | } | chiefly ¢! ear, and 
| een | | ; | a 
» | 6th 1682 “726 814 952 293 TH 738) 736) 701 71 Chiefly SandSSW | 166} ,, | Clear and w. 
» | 1th )161°7| 678. «BIG | O10 ITS | 736 702] -895! 738 70 Chiefly SandSbyW...| 998 | » | Clear and w. Q 
| | | £ 
Fe | 2" wes! 674 822) 916 168 | 760 771 | -866| TH 79 Chiefly SandSbyW ...) 851], chiefly cloudy, w 
| | | 
» | 18th el | 688 832) O17 HO] 777) 772) 850) 743 76 | Chiefly Sby WaudS ...| 362] ,, | Chiety clondy, 0 
| } | | | and J: 
» | 19th 2618 | 708 | 822, 884 | 14 | 770) 707 | B48) THD 78 Chiefly South | 268], | oniet cloudy, 0, 
| | | | ; | | tand Ir, 
* | 20th 1409 | oar | Bl'4 | 905 | 194] 772 | 70 | "868 | 747 81 | Chiefly S,andSbyW .. | 272] | Cloudy 
ee es 
The meav pressure of the seven days ; .. 29697 
x The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office ve 29°824, 
% 8 ° 
Yhe mean temperature of the seven days “es ens. CL? 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office «. 80°8 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days de 283 
The maximum temperature during the seven days Py me «» §«=6 9B 
° 
, iP 
The mean relative humidity during the seven days nk 78 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. 'G. Office... 64 —- 
Inches, 
The total fall of rain from 14th to 20th March 1880 a ids see Nil. 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8S. G. Office ... w O18 
' he total fall from 1st January to 20th March 1880 se oot . = 296 # 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office ... - 2:46 


The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the observations made at 6b, 10h, 16b and 

; ‘bo, and from the traces of the barograph and thermograph. 

_. - The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers, All the 

thermometers’ are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified 
at the Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four 


$3 feet above the ground. 


a a The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No, 86, 


_ formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 
ay The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables 111, 1V, and V of the official tables computed in the ~ 
Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of "august’s formula, 4. 
The direction and movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckiey’s anemograph. bs 
rae 





The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 
“w dew, 0 overcast, » strong wind, ¢ thunder, /r sheet lightning. 


Mererororosicar Orrice, inva, Jonn Exon, 
_ The 23rd March 1880, Yor Meteorological Reporter to theGovernment v India, 








Reports of Fluctuation of Traffic on the Eastern Bengal Railway for the 
four weeks ending the 28th February 1880. 
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Report on Goods Traffic for the four weeks ending the 28th February 1880. 
Eastegnx Benocat Raitway Company, Trarric Surenintenvent's Orrice, Seatpan Treminvs. 
Dated Calcutta, the 1th March 1880, * 


From—The Traffic Superintendent, Eastern Bengal’ Railway, 
To—The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, Sealdah, 
Tre total yay of goods carried during the above period was 6,190,216 maunds. This, as compared with the correspond. 


ing period of 1879, shows an increase of 1,18,86 maunds, which is chiefly in grain, including rice, jute in drams and bales, 
piece-goods, foreign railway material, salt, sugar, and miscellaneous goods, 


Increases. oe 
Grain, including rice... oo sk Pa Pr sad .. Mds 49,737 ' 
> As anticipated in my last month’s report, this produce still continues on the increase, and is attributable to the abandant 
harvest of 1879, the produce of which is now coming into the market. 
Jute in drums sae was jee ‘ie oe hs w. Mds. 12,326 
Do. bales x 3,374 


This is attributable to high prices at which this staple is selling in the market, and the anxiety on the part of sellers to get 
down the remainder of their stock to Calcutta, . 
Piece-goods, European sae oe ase ise ry =~ Mds, 6,521 
This is in a measure owing to the dealers in this class of goods adopting the railway as a mode of transit to districts touched 
by the Northern Bengal State Railway, instead of their fiuding their way by the old route before the railway wus opened. 


Foreign tailway material we oa nis os o> . Mds 8.649 
This is accounted for by the material going forward for the Darjeeling steam tramway and Northern Bengal State 
Railway. 
Salt Mds, 34,906 


ar RO ae Ee eee 


eA 
cae 


This increase is very satisfactory, and is attributable in a great measure to the facilities we offer to salt merchants on the 
Port Commissioners’ tramway, giving them sacks and low rate of freight. 1 would, however, invite attention to my remarks on 
this traffic in last month’s report. ‘ 

, Sugar ove sae ap ane ins ; ois .. Mds. 6,400 

The cause of this increase may be attributed to the season setting in earlier than last year, and to the Cossipore mills 

purchasing up-country for direct delivery from our wagons on the tramway, which wus not the case other years. 
fictatieneots goods 14 os bss ane ‘a a. Md. 7AT4 : 

This increase is attributable to the general improvement in trade and goods of all descriptions for stations touched by the 
Northern Bengal State Railway, which formerly found their way by other routes, now going by railway from stations on the 
Port Commissioners’ tramway and our other Caleutta termini, 


i 














Decreases. 


‘The decreases during the period under reference are, 1 am happy to say, so very trifling as to call for no special remarks. 
1 attach the usual statement of increases and decreases. 


EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Statement showing Increases and Decreases in Maundage of Staples carried over the line for the fowr weeks, ending 
the 28th February 1880, as compared with the corresponding period of 1879. 
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a Report on the Fluctuations in Traffic on the Northern Bengal State Railway for the 
Ray month of February 1880. 
& : r 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


Owing to the unprecedented high rates ruling in the Calcutta market for jute during the month, orders to purchase were 
given to all local nyents along the line, In spite of this, hewever, tho despatches (although comparing favorably with the 
. corresponding month last year) have fallen off considergbly as compared with the three previous months, 5 
This is uccouuted for by the fact that last season's crop is becoming scarce, and can only now be obtained remote from 
the line, 


"a = is 
SPT 


pk otc, 


Increases, 


i 
E 


Food-grain - * ‘es a _ ..  Mds. 6,822 
” 71,695 mauads have been carried under this head during the month ; a demand for the cheap descriptions of rice for ship- 
; ment to London and Bombay accounts for the increase, 
ate tee ee mee a”, a5 a3 Mds. 26,891 
This staple has, during the month under review, touched a price in the Calcutta market that has neyer before been 
reached. 
This fally accounts for the increase, which would have been larger had the stufl been obtainable. oa 
Piece-goods Mds, . 282 





This may be looked upon as u mere trade fluctuation. In February 1879, 8,973 maunds were carried under this head, and 


E during the mouth under review 9,205 maunds, 
2 Salt sie iis ois a5 ..  Mds. 26,043 
The traffic in ths article is under the present favorable rates developing rapidly, 
3 The weight lifted during the month is the largest yet brought to the line 
4 Tobacco aie oie ace oe me Mds 10,477 
; Parcels of the cheaper descriptions of the new season’s crop are beginning to find their way to the port by the line which 
ne last year (owing to the higher rate of freight ruling) were no doubt sent by bout. 
a All other goods... PA oni ¥ ee <a Mds. 3,214 
ese The total weight carried under this head during the month stands at 39,821 maunds, which, although 3,214 maunds more 
a than was carried in February 1879, is a falling off as compared with last month’s traffic, 
as 
pe $ Decreases. . 
1a ”. % . 
Aan ' Ale oo rd ane oe oe or oe Mds. 262 
® The remarks made in the last month’s report fuily explain this decrease. 
¥ Ginger... oa re ss eos xine wa Mds. © 664 
This article is literally unsaleable in the Calentta market. The market reports do not even quote a price for it. 
Gunny-bags ai Mads. 850 " 


* Although a decrease is shown under this head as compared with the corresponding period of last’ year, a great spurt has 
really taken place during the month. 
Im January we carried 3,419 waunds, whereas this month 5,749 maunds were lifted. 


Kailway material ... aa “« we wow Mds. 8,767 . 
A light cessation in the despatch of tramway material will account for this. 4 
' Sugar .. wr one a5 ‘io tee Mads, M7 
# A*falling off in the demand for loca] consumption accounts for this decrease, 
ve Mads. 229 


The despatches ander this head are the fag-ends of last season’s crops. 
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: ‘ _ * 
Statement shewing Increases and Decreases in maundage of Staples carried over the Line during the month of February 1880. 








Total for | Increase 
‘880 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. - 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 13th March 1880 on 1 Ore miles open. 


















Taarric. | | MaomaNpise AND MINERAL Teaynic. 





TRAIN MILES ROM” 








re aaommpsmommned (1 
KAPRIC . 
Coaching receipts, | | so ¢ Receipts. Rucerrra. Cosch- |Marehea- 

































































| Re acy.) Mas. 8. Re a Pe) 68 lk. a! Re. a. P) | 3 
Total tonto Ser thes week... «| 160,050 | 244,252 13 9 22,389 16 14,908,510 10 | 6,206,401 6 6 57,428 611) 870,763 13 9! 62,300) 114.2663) leseeeh 
Or per mile of yeieny. ton] sevese 162 0 10 \s 1" sence 41510 5| 84 3 0) B77 ULB) sseone —_— pace Y 
ayo pa 9 of half. | } 
oe te ane Gg ec Sens 11 8 207,109 12 6 : hawrasta MO87,015 3 8557.97 7 10 83,46,302 14 6 902,206} 1,000,690 1cOL seep 
——— eee | ee ane } oaeor — ———_' ——— 
Total for 10 weeks —..,__1,646,326 | 25,053,630 9 6 229,400 9 4 |1,58,80,725 0 | 67,15,506 3 3615,006 i 9 92,17,156 13 3) Gbs,003$ 1,123,036) 10aRsSe* 
we | | | re | [_——- |e 






ComPanison. | ! | 


| 
regrow your week of | | | | | | 
micipond: | 155,3004 2,560,072 5 22,923 6 0 14,05,199 20 | 5,21,270 15 0 47,783 3 4 7,71,343 6 1 54,002 110,406) 166,108 


eee rrespond- | | 
mek of previ wear Py es 1065 14 7 16 4S) see $413 6 BL 14 GAS TS A osces | pesene _, 


got ~B to corresponding o! ' 
vee dee ave 1,682,6804) 25,36,640 0 7 232,525 6 9 1,72,01,635 30 67,26,220 12 10.616,570 4 9 92,062,880 13 6 561.20) 1,517,567 | 1,878,807 
































EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Bi sieaconca Return ud tht er week ended 6th March 1880 on 171} miles open. 
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Coacuine TRarric, MeacHANDISE AND MinmmatTrarvic. | 
en ERLE ae Bee AACN . ———| zat 
Number of | . | reoot| 

passengers. | Coaching receipts. _ Weight carried. Receipts. | 


































































- ‘ | Rs. a. p. | £ ad.| Mds. 8. | Rs. a. P. gad &£ 6. de» 
Total traMc for'the week ,. « | 1,059 40,955 0 0 | 8,756 4 2 1,77,709 0 | 26 O 0 2908 7 4) 867611 & 
Or per mile of railway eta | 202 28 7 4! 2117 2 1,036 27 10 201 17-8 5} 399 3 7 
For previous 9 weeks of half-year th ee) | 355,066 3,356,046 11 8 | 30,767 12 3 | 37,96,385 24 3,57,775 11 2 30,962 15 6 yp 61,730 7 8 
Total for 1weeks | 395,0254—3,76,001 11 8 34521 16 6 10,71,037 26! 3,70,410 11 2 33,965 2 10 | 76 19 6 
peepee | | | | | rm 
<syaea — ear | +5,4064 38,011 1 4| 3.484 7 1) 1,546,984 27 T8810 «26H HB eon 6 
Por mt wee! =| | | 
253 e215 1 20 5 9 2 1 162 6 1 M4 taps Sos 
Wat eoFreepouding date of previous year... 401 402 3,606,660 0 0 | 33,610 10 1 15,67,092 24 294,506 11 @ 27,008 10 oem 0 & 
nl i a - _ — —-—= oo -——-- Eat ee B 









EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 13th March 1880 on 171} miles open. 

























































é | tas £4. d.| uds. | 4h ee es. 
Poel Sule ge ie weck re 86,000 | 33,846 0 0] 3,102 11 0 1,095,389 0) S020 0 0} gtes 34 e870 19 t 
Or per mile of rail sao 210 197 1 ~«0 1813 1,187 16 175.18 6 16 3, | “M36 
Por previous As wenke of haif-year 9 0. 305,625 | 3,76,601 11 8 $4,521 16 5 | 19,74037 26 8,70,619 1 / 38955 21 3,476 19 3 
Total for 11 weeks. 451,625) | 410,447 11 8| 310% 7 5 21,609,386 24; 4,00,620 11 2 §B723M1 4 | Ta3eP 18 © 
Pee R nce nivatadl Peek eesineemaeenieae | an Raia: fled! oar 
, ComPanison. P 
pr aperompenti week of previous year 43,531 | 38,600 410 3,546 13 9 1,42,270 10 | 22,797 0 @! 208% ae Sees 18 
oe way oor. week of previous year 24 | 22 4 % 1210 828 1d ist 6 2) 1338 $2.15 
Total a of previous year 444,038 4.05920 410) 37,185 3 10 17,00,068 34) B17ASL IL 4 | 20,088 38 |" 68,285 a8 
' a 1 . ! 4 





BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
o 4 Weekly Statement sl irate pee: 
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Extract fi from the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant - *; 
Me Governor of Bengal for the purpose of making ‘4 
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i fy Laws and Regulations. 1 Ta 
Saturday, the 20th March 1880. ; 
Present: Peni 
Moxon var Lrevrenant-Governor or Benoa, presiding, — high | «ae 
+3 on'ble G. C. Pau, 0.1.8, Advocate- General, ae 
*ble C. 'T. BuckLann, . ro 
The le H. L. Dampier, as igi 
‘The Hon’ble A. Mackenzie, + .. a 
The Hon’ble J. O’Krveay, ‘sae 
' aes Syup Ameer Hossery, .ieme a . 
52 x aecmas Pax, Rar Banapoor, C.1.£., bs Rye: ae 
iy The om ble J. B. Kuieut, ¢.1.z., sia he. 
"Phe Hon’ble C. D. Frexp, u1.p., : é 
‘The Hon'ble Peary Monun a oeearas 
The Hon'ble F, Presrace, pala 
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Mr. Dampier in port of the Select Com- 
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Council required tliat before lib report St thesieélect Commitice on any GM 
could be taken into consideration, it should be in the hands of members for 
seven days. He was not ina position therefore to ask the Council to consider _ 
the report of the Committe®, and the amended Bill, as they had only been in 
the hands of members two days. But he would now make his exposition of what 
the Select Committee had done, so that the Coun¢il might be able at the next 
meeting to enter into a discussion upon the detailed provisions of the Bill. 
The Bill was prepared by the Board of Revenue and published by the Govern-. 
ment in November last, and the result had been that it had been most carefully 
considered, not enly on that occasion, but in its later stages by Commissioners 
of Divisions and Collectors, and also many Deputy Collectars who had 
experience in the working of the existing Acts, and who had made many valuable 
suggestions. The Select Committee had taken equal pn in the matterandhad 
reeast the Bill altogether. From a remark he had just made, his Hon’ble - 
friend on his left, the Advocate-General, seemed to take alarm at the length of 
the Bill, perhaps he was afraid that it was ‘ monstum horrendum informe ingens 
cut lumen ademptum.” If so, Mr. Damrier hoped that a closer examination of 
the Bill would not confirm this opinion, at any rate not in all its particulars. 
‘That the Bill was ‘a monster” and somewhat ‘alarming by its dimensions?’ he 
must admit, but he hoped that for this very reason the Committee had suceeeded 
in saving it from the other two characteristics of the Cyclops, that it is not “a 
shapeless map” but a symmetrical whole, not “obscure and without light” 
but perspicuous and easily intelligible. . 

The table of contents attached to the Bill showed the arrangement of it 
into parts, chapters, and sections. ‘T'he report of the Select Committee drew 
attention very briefly to the numerous changes that had been made in the Bill + 
since it was read in Council. Mr. Damvier would now only notice such ,of — 
them as were substantial and material, passing over the mere formal, 

To the definition of ‘ cultivating ryot” in section 4, the. Gommittee had 
merely added an explanation that when rent was payable in kind» its money 

ue should be ascertained by taking the annual value of the landlord’s 
share of the crop calculated on an average of three years next. preceding: | 
that was really the only material change made among the definitions in the _ 
Bill ; the other changes were verbal. - 4 yh Pore 
*. Ip Part I, relating to the imposition and application of the f 4 the 





- pection now standing as 8 provided that no railway or tramway, of which 


the dividend was guaranteed by the Secretary of State or the Governor-General 


sin, Council, should be liable to road cess or public works cess without 


previous consent of Government. To that the Select Committee had added any , 
railway or tramway guaranteed by the Lieutenant-Governor, in order to meet 
present circumstances, such as those of the Darjeeling tramway. ; 





‘ *%*« Then in section 7 the Committee had merely affirmed and admit 4 een 2 
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? yed from estates which were public property. ‘The’ @overnn 
: indegd itherto consented to a special arrangement under whic’ 7 


* cess from the tenants; thus the inevitable loss which results 
gpeent due trom the tenants being irrecoverable, doesnot Talk on the 
- ct +) n y 


“2 excess of such"éums as might have been paid as such cess 
ihe had only to hand over to the k 










eiple. The law as it stood did not require, nor was the Couneil in a ion to 
Jegislate, that the Government should pay road cess out of other pu c¢ revenues 


road cess which would have been payable on account of estates, 


if they had been private property, is paid over to the Dis 
mittees imimediately it falls due, and in anticipation of the 
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ization of the 
some of the 


Committee; but neither is it a direct charge?on the Go 
revenues. The whole arrangement is intricate and technical; but wh 
is done by the Government is voluntary and in the interests of: th 
«Committees ; no liability can be imposed on the Government in { 
“by law. Section 7 accordingly provided that the Lieutenant-Goy 
not. be required by law to pay the public revenues any sum as r 





of the district by persons 





liable to pay the e: the 
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“se r the public works cess proceeds was required to be made annually én the 














tia Guzette. Now, as a matter of Mr. Damper was informed that 
no such unté had been published; and not enly so, but it was ‘quite 
impossible from the way in whieh the proceeds of the» public works cess were 
mixed up with other sources of revenue, to keep such distinct accounts, and 
therefore the Select Committee had omitted one requirement of the old law 
that such accounts should be published. , 

Part II of the Bill referred to the mode of assessment. Sections 13 
and 15 referred to re-valuations. Under the existing law a re-valuation 
remained in force for five years, and longer until a new valuation was 
ordered. There was nothing more specific in the law. The Select Com- 
mittee had in sections 13 and 15 prowided that the Lieutenant-Governor 
might order a re-valuation either of a whole district or a purt of district or of 
selected estates only in a district. Then section 13A would be acceptable 
to landholders; under it even though the Lieutenarit-Governor might not 
think it necessary to order a re-valuation of a district, any one who wished to 


_ have his estate re-valued might come in after the expiration of five years and 
claim a re-valuation: those whose estates were deteriorated for any reason 


would have a right to ask for a re-valuation. 

.  Inanother section, later on, the Select Committee had given a discretional 
power to the Collector, which the existing law did not give, of reducing the 
valuation during the currency of a five years’ valuation. When any one 
applied for stich re-valuation, if for instance half the estate had been washed 
away, or if the Collector saw any other good reasin, he might reduce the 
valution. But section 13A left the Collector no option, he must re-value an 
estate after the expiry of the five years’ valuation, if the holder of tho estate 
applied for such valuation. 

Under the existing Act when there was a valuation or re-valuation, the 
Collector issued a notice, and landholders were obliged to fill in the returns 
for valuation within three months. Many proposals were made on this point; 
some thought one month was sufficient for the filling in of returns, others 

»would not shorten the period already allowed. The Committee had steered a 


_middle course. There was force in the objection which was made that if three 


were allowed after the notices were issued, the Collector’s establishment 

had to sit still for these three months till the returns began to come in.. The 

Committee had provided that if the lands in respect of which returns were 

“required were’ revenue-paying estates or rent-paying tenures, or the annual 
revenue or rent of which did not exceed Rs. 500, the returns ‘should be made 

within six weeks of the service of notice; for all larger estates and tenures, the 

ey << Lage of three months was continued. A similar distinction was made 


i of revenue-free estates and tenures. ‘The returns of the smaller 


estatés and tenures having been sent in within six weeks, the Collector’s estab-* 


, lishment would be ogcupied on them till the other returns came in. + 


* Section 18 dealt with the question of fines. The Committee had not: 


o 


. altered cele. of daily fines, but they had adopted the provisions of the 
age ral law relating to revenue fines. The Collector might go on levying daily . 
a | Seep theamount reached Rs. 500, but he could not realize anything more 

_ & without the special permission of the Commissioner of Division. 


section 19 the Committee had made very material alterations, but the 


his within the time required, he became thereby disqualified 


‘alist of such defaulters, and that the Civil Court should take 
ic6 of such list. In any rent suits which might be instituted before 
jurn was made by the defaulter, the Collector was required to 
notice, withdrawing the former prohibition. Also by the exist- 
holder was prohibited from recovering any higher rent than 
ered in the return. it had been represented to the Committee 
recor ates ovards ti tulle ‘The 
h unne to © ers. 
mo) o vid . an the 
5 i 


return point out any omissions 


> 


‘merely in p . According to the old law if a landholder fail =. 


ering rent on his estate. The Committee had provided as a means + 
that penalty, that the Collector should send notice to the Civil * » 


a 
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" the inconvenience of joint liability as to the payment 
' they not ask to have separate accounts opened under Act XI of 


rents according to the corrected peturn. , 


Section 24 and the followings ections 





revenue-free lands, however small the tenure or estate might be; the Select 
Committee in section 25 extended that power to revenue-free estates and rent- 
free tenures, and Mr. Damprer believed the power would be found very useful. . 

Section 26 took the place of clause 2 of section 8 of the existing 
Act. Not unnaturally that clause has been represented to be unintelligible 
as it stood, and it had taken a whole column of explanations and illustrations 
to explain what had been its meaning. 

by section 30 the valuation of tea, coffee, and cinchona plantations was 


fixed at Rs. 10 per acre, but the Select Committee had thought proper to. 


vest the Board of Revenue with the discretion of prescribing a lower rate of 
valuation if sufficient cause was shown. “i 
Section 34 consisted of two clauses one which he had mentioned “provid- 
ing for the reduction of the valuation during the currency of the five years’ term; 
the other empowering the Collector to supply other omissions by assessing 
tenures and lands which for any reason had been overlooked, ‘or which were 
not in existence when the valuation was made. . 
In section 37 the Select Committee had made a change in ‘the proviso at 
the end, which would much facilitate the working. Under the existing law:it 
was necessary annually to issue notices to every assessee telling him what 
amount of cess he would have to pay during the coming year. ‘he Committee 
had altered that, and had provided that it would not be necessary to issue 
such individual notices, except when a change was to be made in the annual 


- amount payable. Assessees might be credited with the amount of intelligence 


required to enable them to understand that they would have to pay his year 
what they paid last year, unless they heard to the contrary. 

In section 44 the Select Committee provided that when an estate was 
divided by butwarrah, or a separate account was opened under Act XI of 1859, 
the liability for the payment of cess should become separate, just as was the 
liability for the payment of revenue. 

Section 42 provided the penalty for not paying road cess to the Collector” 
on the date on which it becomes due ; this was a subject of much contro 
and much consideration. As the Bill was introduced a penalty .of 25 per cent 
was to be levied; the Select Committee had adopted simply the penalty. of 
12 per cent interest. . 

' Section 42A was also a new one in the direction of relief to the tax-payer. 
It had been very much pressed upon the Committee that the joint and.separate — 


liability imposed by the Act was very hard upon co-pareeners of estates; men — 


whose names were jointly registered as proprietors of estates, and who had no 
ptivity with one another, were held legally liable for the shares of the 

which in all equity their co-parceners ld pay. Mr. Dampier had ad 
the advantage of discussing this subject with Mr. Worsley, who was the apostle 
of separate accounts; he and those who agreed with him would like to»haye 






a separate account opened for every shareholder. Now, under Act XI, a | 


a 


ietor whose share was not in dispute (and it must be that. 
i had been decided under the Land Registration Act) might ask 
account to be opened, ee him 





of the cesses. If shareholders really felt their joint li iy 








related to summary valuations. . Under ; 
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the existing law the power of making summary valuations was not extended to 
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ernoh eas dia 
much less did they know who were the nt owners of such other lands. 
In such cases joint liability for cess doubtless pressed hard, and there was a real 
i to remedied as far as it could be done. There was no option 
iven under existing law to open separate accounts. At the same time, in the 
interests of the public, the right of enforcing such joint liability could not be 
given up per sallum. The Select Committee had therefore inserted section (42A ) 
which would enable the Government to proceed tentatively. It provided that 
in any district in which the Lieutenant-Governor ight specially order the 
provisions of this section to be extended, separate accounts might be opened in 


‘ 


respect of a” gin of cesses payable by poy holder of a revenue-free estate. 
Section64 also was itary f for the relief of the cess-payer. This same 
0 


shareholder, who felt it was hard for him to pay for his co-parceners, if he paid 
more thanmhis own share, could, as the law now stood, only recover the excess by 
€ snalieating a contribution suit. This section provided a more summary process 
for recorded proprietors und shareholders ; any recorded proprietor might come 
in and pay, say Rs. 100, of which, say, Rs. 20 only was on account of 
his own share as a recorded proprietor, and the other Rs. 80 was on account of 
ceés due by his co-sharers. The section provided that on paying the 


what other lands the tenure as originally created had comprised ;* 


amount he might say to the Collector—‘ You are in a position to know © 


that this amount has been paid in by me, and [ call upon you to make a 

certificate and recover that money by the certificate procedure.” The Select 

Committee provided that in such a case a certificate should be made by the 

Collector, and the person applying should be deemed to be the decree-holder, 

and the co-parceners for whom he had paid should be the judgment-debtors, all 

the m processes being issued at his cost. 

Now, Mr. Damrier came to the most intricate and difficult part of the 
matter—the sections relating to lakhiraj lands—which had received the attention 
and consideration of all the members of the Select Committee, and had been 
cast and re-cast, and might still have to be amended. The chapter on this 
subject was headed ‘“ Valuation and assessment of lands held rent-free, and 
pa t and recovery of cess in respect thereof.” In the remarks which he 

* was now about to make, he would use the term ‘ landholder” as the person 
bound to pay the cess to Government; and “‘lakhirajdar” as the person who 
was ud. to pay cess to the landholder. The Select Committee had provided 
that fhe landholder was bound to include in his return all rent-free lands 
contained in his estate or tenure, and on his so doing the Collector was 
to give public notice by beat of drum in every village in which any of those 
lands were situated, and to such notice was to be annexed a copy of the valuation 
of the rent-free lands so made by the landholder. The 6 8 was to give 
the imajdar the opportunity of objecting to his land being too highly 
valued. ‘To meet the case of the copy of the valuation roll annexed to the 
notice being blown away or torn down, another copy was to be deposited at the 

police station, registration office, or other Government office in the neighbour- 

100d ; and the irajdars were required to make themselves acquainted with 

e amount at which the landholder had valued their lands. Then, if any 

bee ion was made within one month, the Collector would hear it, and either 
ills. the valuation or confirm it. So far as regards the valuation. 

Then, was the assessment. How were lakhirajdars to be made aware 
they had to pay in each year? As soon as the rate of cess 
was settled the zemindar had to take the same steps for 
ing the exact. amount payable known to the lakhirajdars as the Collee- 
had had to take in order to make the valuation knéwn; he had to 
e By beat of fom-tom, affix notices, &c., showing the amounts 
~to the payment. The.lakhiraj-holder was of course liable 
landholder at the full rate of cess upon his profits like any 
land, but the landholder had only to pay one-half of the 

stor, That was the compensation slowed: to the landholder 

xpense, and loss which he might incur in recovering what he 
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Sea ‘ 
desirable to givedarge remunération as a solatium to,them for being obliged, in. 
the interests of the general public, to undertake the unpolatable duty of 
paying cess on account of these lands and recovering it from the holders. 2 

Then followed some inevitably intricate sections. If the landholder had 
omitted to include any lakhiraj lands in his return, that is, if he should at the 
time of any future valuation by oversight or otherwise omit to include such 
lands, or if, as 99 out of 100 had hitherto done, he had omitted to include any 
such lands which he ought to have included in returns under the Act of 
1871, the landholder might now come forward with a supplementary return 
to make up for that omission, and might pay up the cess due on such 
lands for the last three years, this being the period of limitation for 
recovery of the cess from the lakhirajdars. Then all the notices and processes 
already mentioned were to be issued and gone through for the of 
making it certain as far as possible that the knowledge of his liability was 
really brought home to the lakhirajdar. Then, and not till after all these . 
precautions had been taken, if the lakhirajdar failed to pay any future amount 
which might become payable, the landholder might recover from him 
a sum equal to five times theamount which the landholder had paid in 
respect of the lakhiraj lands. The Council would observe, that five times 
the amount of cess at half rate which the landowners would have paid was 
precisely the same thing as the full amount of the cess normally payable by 
the lakhirajdar (?e. the cess at full rates) with the penalty of twice that 
amount as imposed for default by section 47. ; ; 

Such was the penalty imposed for failure to pay the cess in future, after 
all these precautionary measures had been taken to bring his liability 
home to the lakhirajdar. But it must be remembered that the lukhirajdar was 
actually liable to pay cess under the Act of 1871; he had only escaped owing 
to the difficulty of getting at him. 

Although therefore the Bill did not impose the heavy penalty in respect of 
arrears accruing due for a period antecedent to the issue of the new proclama- 
tions and notices, it enabled the landholder to recover cess paid for such 
antecedent period with interest at 12 per cent. 

Section 50, again, was very important. It touched one of those four 
cardinal points which Mr. Damprer had mentioned on asking leave to intro- 
duce the Bill. The general complaint was that the landholder who ha paid 
cess on account of lakhiraj lands could not recover it owing to the diffi of 
identifying and getting hold of the actual lakhirajdar, for the purpose of suing 
him, and it was notorious that the difficulty was a real one. Section 50 was 

* introduced with the object of remedying it. 
When the landholder had paid in the amount of cess due from him, and 
» after he had taken the precautions required’ by the Bill, so that the lakbirajdar 
must know perfectly well the amount which was due from him, and the land- 
holder was authorized to proceed either against the owner, the holder, or the 
occupier of the lakhiraj land; and when he had obtained a decree against any 
of these, he might execute it either against the owner, holder, or occupier whom 
he found upon the land, or by bringing the land itself to sale. Alth the 
decree might have been obtained against the occupier, the land itself might be® 
sold as if the decree had been the owner. Mr. Damprter believed that there 
_ would be no practical hardship under that procedure except perhaps in a@ few 
cases at first, _ the agre- oo realized that the difficulty of id ‘in 
them personally no lon orded them protection in avoiding . 
what Sua due focan theme ‘The Committee had not been able res ete 
other means which should give the zemindar even a fair chance of recove 
» the money which he had paid or which would prevent the lakhirajdar £ 
escaping his liability. eget. ty", 

Section 51 provided a kind of countercheck to this procedure, 
lakhirajdar was required to inform himself whether the landholder had 

«* his land in his return or not; and if the lakhiraj land ‘was not so 

lakhirajdar was enjoined to come into the Collector, make his own 
‘pay his cess directly to the Collector, thereby avoiding all 1 

severe alties for n t and other vexation 
connection with the landholder might render him liable. — 

. sort of spur to the landholder on one side not to omit these |, 
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returns ;sand, if he did.so, for the lakhirajdar to come forward to return hitnself, 
and thus get clear of his connection with the landholder. It was a great object 
to get the cess out of these lakhirajdars; they were so impalpable fhat nobody 

d identify them or point them out. 

In section 62A an alteration was made in the mode of service of notices” 
on owners, managers, or occupiers of tem lands, &c. 

Chapter 5 was entirely new ; it confained special provisions for Orissa 
and Midnapore. The remarks Mr. Damprer had made in regard to lands 
which he had called lakhiraj referred only to rent-free lands in estates, 
not to lands recognized as reyenue-free pf entered as such in the register. 
The remarks he would now proceed to make related to revenue-free estates 
borne on the register as such, 

It so happened that these recognized revenue-free estates in Orissa were 
extremely numerous and many of them very minute. The reason of this was 
that the province being temporarily settled, at the time of the re-settlements 
the Revenue Officers examined the case of each of these rent-free holdings, and 
such as were for any reason not practically liable to be assessed with revenue, 
were admitted as recognized revenuesfree estates. The title to these estates 
being so secured, there was not, Me. Damprer thought, that normal antagonism 
between the zemindar and the holders of them as in the permanently settled 
estates. 

The Orissa Revenue Officers had represented that it was very troublesome 
to the owners of these petty revenue estates to go long distances in order to 
pay small amounts into the treasury, and that the zemindars would not be 
unwilling to accept the trouble of collecting the cess from them if sufficient 
remuneration were allowed. Finding the opivion of the Commissioner and 
Collectors to be so strong on this point, Mr. Dasprex had proposed these 
sections; he had provided that the valuation should be made by the Collector, 
but when the Collector had made the valuation he might annex these registered 
estates for the purposes of collection to any larger estates within which they 
were pohtaiaba or to which they were adjacent. Then notice would be 
given to the holders of both estates concerned, and the amount of cess which 
was paid on account of these lands by the holders of the larger estates would be 
recoverable as rent from the lakhirajdars, and he holders of the larger estates 
were allowed the same concession of 50 per cent. for the trouble and risk of 
collection as in the case of rent-free lands. The Collector was only permitted 
so to annex any lakhiraj estate which was less than 500 beeghas in extent ; he 
was not to annex a large lakhiraj estate toa small revenue-paying estate, merely 
to save the trouble of collection. a & 

Chapter 6 was miscellaneous. The Collector made the valuations for the 

of assessment, and hé collected the cess for the District Road Com- 
mittee. Under the existing law he had to get the permission of the Committee 
to entertain such establishment as he required ; but the District Committee knew 
nothing whatever of the Collector’s requirements for these purposes, the Bill 
therefore provided that the Collector should entertain such establishment as he 
- considered necessary, and the cost of such establishment would be a first charge 


“on the Committee. 


¥ Section 69 referred to the recovery of the cost of service of notices; the 
Gost would be recovered either from the person to whom such notice or process 
“was aadzeneed, or from the person owing to whose default the notice or process 
‘was issued, as the Collector might think fit; but there was a proviso that no 


% costs or other expenses should bo recovered in respect of the publication of any 


Jamation or the issue of any notice calling for <e return or giving intima- 
on of any amount payable by any person as cess under the Act; all notices,of 
uation of the rate fixed and the amounts payable were to be served at the 
t aecee PUreepteine’ one. ttidaydinel ch be mad 
foi ion 71 tained one o cardinal changes to be made in the law. 
n¢ Piss vexinealie Act the Collector eould proceed for the recovery of the 
rks cess‘against movable property only. As this Bill was introduced 
etited tat arrears of cess might be recovered like arrears of 
that is, by simply lotting the estate on account of which the 
d putting it up to sale. ‘This proposal met.with opposition as 
it received from many officers, and as a compromise, 
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the Select Committee accepted section 71 as it stood in the Bill, whichyprovided 
that these cesses. were to be recovered not by proceeding against personal 
property only, but as a public demand either against the personal property or 
against the land in respect of whieh the arrear was due. . 

; ection 72 contained a repetition of the old provision of the law enabling 
the betiscunr to enter into possession and recover the amount due by attachment ; 
but the Committee had made more specific provision on the subject by providing 
that notices should be issued prohibiting the ryots and tenants from paying 
rent to the person whose land had been attached. 

Section 73 was a new section. It provided that the Lieutenant- 
Governor might invest any person''with the powers of a Collector under 
the, Act to be exercised under the control or supervision of the Collector, or 
independently of such control and supervision as the Lieutenant-Governor 
might direct. Then, by section 74, the Collector might, with the sanction 
of the Commissioner, delegate all or any of his powers and ‘functions under 4 
the Act to be exercised, under the control and supervision of the Collector, 
by any Deputy Collector, Assistant Collector, or Sub-Deputy Collector, provided 
that every order passed by any sweh officer should be directly appealable to 
the Collector ; every thing was to be done on the Collector’s responsibility. 

In section 77 the Select Committee had gathered together the different 
points upon which an appeal could be preferred to the Commissioner, besides > 
valuations and orders for the levy of fincs which were provided for by 
preceding sections. 

Section 78 was new and provided that all proceedings of the Collector or any 
officer of a lower grade under that part should be subject to the general control 
and supervision of the Commissioner and of the Board of Revenue, and: that 
all proceedings of the Commissioner should be subject to the general contro? 
and supervision of the Board. 

Section 79 related to certain points connected with the valuation and 
collections, regarding which the Board of Revenue might make rules; and so 
ended the first division of the Bill which contained the Revenue Officers’ part 
of the business. 

Taking up the next division of the Bill, section 80, the Select Committee 
had defined of what the road fund should consist; and in section 8J, which 
was a very important section, the Committee had set out the purposes to 
which the District Road Fund was applicable ; those purposes * were anran 
in the order in which each of them should be provided for. The first of these 
was payment of the cost of establishment and expenses incurred by the Collec- 
tor,and the indemnification of the Collector for costs or damages incurred 
in the course of proceedings for the assessment and collection of the cesses; 
secondly, payment of establishments entertained and costs incurred by the 
District Road Committee, and of leave allowances, gratuities, and pensions of 
their officers ; thirdly, payment of sums which the Committee had undertaken to © 
pay as interest on capital expended on works which directly tended to improve 
means of communication within the district, or between the district and 
adjacent districts, District Committees having expressed a wish somé@times 
‘to contribute towards the interest on capital expended for such purposes? 
fourthly, to the repairs and maintenance of roads, bridges, and other means — 
for facilitating communication, which the Committee had taken ch. of or 
towards which they had agreed to contribute. The effect of the : and 

fifth clauses came to this: before the District Committee could expend 

money on new works, they were bound to keep in efficient repair existing 
communications. : ” *; fig 
+ Clause 5 provided that whatever money was over ee 80 proyi 

for maintenance should be applied to the construction of new com 

cations and of means and appliances for improving the supply of 
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"water, and to the planting of trees the roadsides, .&c. ; le iy 
ing all that, if the District Doieraitiog hod ” it: igh 


in local debenture 













’ gt t 7 RS 
related to the’District Committee’s functions. The Select Committee had’ made. 
an ition by allowing members of Road .Committees to hold office for five 
: — - Phere were in futureto be two kinds of meetings—ordinary and special. 
is followed the model of the Calcutta Municipal Act ; the principal difference 
between the two kinds of meeting consisting in the number of members 
» required to make a quorum. The Select Committee had also made the rules 
regarding the meetings of the Road Committees more precise than they were 
under the existing law. , 

Section 100 made an important change. An annexure to the Bill had 
been printed and circulated which showed the unfortunate result of leaving 
the — of appointing engineers in the hands of District Committees. 
Mr. Dampier thought that any one who read that annexure would be satisfied 
that the power had not been wisely exercised. It had therefore been thought 
necessary after communication with Government to devise a new mode of 

-appointment. It was now provided that the Road Committee should fix the 

of the engineer with the approval of Government; then on a vacancy 
. occurring the Cthnmittee would inform the Lieutenant-Governor of the fact 
/ of there being a vacancy, and ask him to send in the names of competent 
persons. The Lieutenant-Governor would then send in three names, and 

the Committee would select the person whom they thought best. 

There was reason to doubt whether some of the present District Engi- 
neers were qualified for the posts which they held. This was so great a 
public evil that the Select Committee had thought themselves justified in 
making the somewhat severe provision that all appointments of District 
Engineers existing at the time of the commencement of the Act should hold 
good for a period not exceeding two years, the oftice being then deemed to 

vacant; but if the Lieutenant-Governor and the Road Committee were 
both satisfied that no change was required, the engineer then in office might 
be re-appointed. 

Section 102 provided for the appointment of other officers and establish- 
ments under Road Committees; section 103 for the making of rules for leave 
of absence, a proviso being added that the District Engineer was to have the 

rivilege of the existing Uncovenanted Sick Leave. Then in section 104 the 
imit was adhered to that the salaries and establishments should not exceed 
‘one-fourth of the Road Committee’s income. 


Section 105 was new, and provided that the Lieutenant-Governor might 
appoint a Superintendent of Works for a whole division, and under section 106, 
for a group of districts in more than one division if the Road Committees so 


Section 107 was permissive, and related to the making of rules for pensions 
and gratuities. It was not anticipated the Road Committees would avail them- 
selves very largely of this power. : 


Sections 119 and 120 defined what had had been rather hazy before, 
namely the power of the Commissioner of the Division as to estimates prepared 
5 Road Committees. If the estimates were passed by less than two-thirds of 
e Committee (which practically was never the case), the Commissioner might 
~ do much what he thought best, provided that the total of the estimates 
é as tnodified by him did not exceed the rate which the Committee had adopted’ 
~ © for levying the cess for the year. 
ae er section 20, when any estimate had been passed by more than 
thirds of the Committee, the Commissioner could only suggest, and the 
Committee might adopt the Commissioner’s suggestions or decline to 
adopt them as they thought fit, giving in writing the,reason for so doing. 
s Commissioner might then either approve of the estimates or hand 
| to the Government; and the Lieutenant-Governor might pags 
upon the estimates as he thought fit, or might order the Com- 
make alterations. But the Lieutenant-Governor was precluded from 
ions as should have the effect of raising the total of 
the total estimated to be at the dis of the Road 
















cess being levied as determined by the Committee for the 





ieutenant-Governor considered the estimate insufficient for 
r maintenance of existing works. 
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: It was deemed necessary to leave this power in the hands of the Lieu- — 
tenant-Governor, so as to enable him to peste é with the case ofa 
perverse Committee which refused to fix a reasonable rate or the levy of the 
tax. 
con 





Chapter 8 relating to the constitution and duties of Branch Committees 
sited | principally of details, ’ ae | 
Section 389 and the following sections were new. They requifed every — 
District Road Committee to appoirt a standing Sub-Committee to audit 
accounts, consisting of the Vice-Chairman and two members, who should audit 
the accounts regularly every month according to rules laid down for the pur- 
pose, and these accounts were to be sent to the Central Office of Accounts, and 
would there be checked and dealt with by such officers as the Lieutenant- 
Governor might order. : 

Section 144A was new, and was introduced on a suggestion from Behar. 
It empowered every District Road Committee to make bye-laws for regulating 
traffic on roads and for the preservation of roads and water-channels, and to 
impose fines for breach of such bye-laws. Every such bye-law when sanctioned 
by the Lieutenant-Governor and published in the Calcutta Gazette would have 
the force of law. 

Chapter V, Miscellaneous, consisted of one section which enabled the 
Lieutenant-Governor to appoint such agency as was required in the offices 
of control, such as the offices of the Commissioner, the Board of Revenue, and 
Superintending Engineer, in the offices of account, and in any treasury for the 
exercise of proper control over the proceedings of Collectors and District Road 
Committees, for the proper examination and chaking of estimates and accounts. 


All these establishments were entertained specially for the purposes of District 
» Road Committees, and in all fairness they must be paid for by those Committees. 
Lastly, Part [V was general, and empowered the Lieutenant-Governor “to 
prescribe certain forms and rules. 
At the next meeting of the Council Mr. Dampier would move that the 
Council proceed to the consideration of the report of the Select Committee, and 
to the discussion of the detailed provisions of the Bill. 
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_ REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE THIRD 
u QUARTER OF 1879-80. 





. 


‘- No. 188B, dated Fort William, the 20th March 1880. 
~ From—Couman Macavtay, Esa., to the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinoer, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Department. 
I am directed to submit the following report on the state of the 
Hon’ B salt market for the third quarter of 1879-80, 
bey ; comprising the months of October, November, and 
December 1879. 


_ 2, The quantity of salt of every description cleared in the quarter under 
re amounted to 21,10,806 maunds 10 seers and 14} chiitacks, against 
27,37,846 maunds 19 seers and 54 chittacks in the previous quarter, and 
19,01,619 maunds 19 seers and 14 chittacks in the corresponding quarter of 
the previous year; and the amount of duty levied thereon was Is. 56 46,742-13-9, 
against Rs. 73,79,362-10 in the previous quarter, and Rs. 50,37,902-14-8 in 
the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 

The quantity of excise salt sold in the districts of Cuttack, Balasore, 
Pooree, and 24-Pergunnahs during the present quarter from the stock of the 
different seasons’ manufacture, and the quantity whici remained in store at 
the close of the quarter, are shown in Table I. 























Tass I. 

| = 3 oe aa - { 2+Prr- 
| Corrack. | Barasony. } Poogre. lovNsaus. 
Manufac- | — . ara ‘Manufac- 

u ture! | Manufacture of Manufacture of sure of 
< Stina ae. REPS Brads 

| is7e-79. | 1875-76. | 1976-77. | 1877-78. | 1278-79. | 1877-78. | 1878-79. | 1srs-79. 
{ ' ' | 





= | : 1 } { 
| M. ac.) M. 8, c Mac Ms. c| M. scl M ac. | M. s.c/M. ae. 
| ° 


Ralance at close of last quarter | 40,850 6 354 0 0 «27:30 6, G17 1 O 05,082.15 014.050 13 0 2.34807 5 06,307 0 0 
| | | i 
| | 


Manufactured or added during | re cerns | int ac oe | Sivas 
the quarter. | sic cc a ce | eel eat esd a 
. 40,850 6 0 856 0 0 «8730 6 «(MIT 1 O 95,043 15 0 14650 13 0 2,356,007 5 06,397 0 0 








Total 
“ | — EE eee) ES eS | ! SEES Sue <ESED 
Sales during the quarter... [14.448 0 0! sabes a 166 13 6, 35,172 20 4 2.698 0 63,092 9 05,9000 © 
Wastace .. peat one | 48017 10 $41 0 05,575 3 0... _ 
Total... {14008 0 ol [Kors 3 0 65908 0 05800 6 6 





| @66 31 6 35,714 10 
eT Oe re en ee ee 170475 5 0 507 0 6 
eects LL LL LLL LD 

4. From the above statement it will be seen that the total sale of excise 
salt during the quarter under review amounted to 1,22,274 maunds 33 seers 
6 chittacks, against 1,385,877 maunds 20 seers in the previous quarter, and 
1,14,488 maunds 24 seers 2 chittacks in the corresponding quarter of the 


previous year 
’ §, The subjoined Table II shows in comparison the total importations 


into the port of Calcutta and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during 
the quarter under review and the corresponding quarters of the previous two 
















“6. ‘The following ‘are the details of the Indian kurkuteh, 
the table abovet— ~ “ 











——e eS 
. | 
Third quarter. | he 
a a | a 
| Imported. | Pleared. | 3 
a Tai oe 
| Mads, Mads. | Mds. Mads. 
Spatial 
Duane | 87.983 1,00, 285 | 1,60,085 194008 
Beyt | a 2,000 anew 
Madras | cssnee 23,078 | ssees nef 
_ Coconada + rT es tc eae 
Cilicnt tte 200 cones q 
Tuticorin | 6,050 | erceee | oveeee sepeee 
Rangoon | \ fies >. cabaees 2 . 
ee eae ene Ce 
Total... | 87.083 | 1,30,408 | 171.785 | 1,87,788 1,02,252 194,650 


7, Table IV shows the quantity of sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter, as compared with the results of the 
previous four quarters. 
































Tanve IV. 
¢ © 
— eo = ace SSS SESS 
7 amie | Fourth | | Fit # Third : 
RED uarter uarter uarter uarter 
— s78-79. “1878-79. | see | “mean y 
ba uJ j 
Mas. Mas. | Md | Mas. Mas. 
Sulkea Government golahs 71,733 925358 | 462,200 , sense 6,61,870 
Do. private ” | 22,284 | 19,686 | ieee } ee 
Chittagong Government» Pe ee ee ee 62,898 | 21,880 58,450 | 3,487 79,984 
Balasore private | 3,129 | 2,828 | 4,898 2,838 a 
——— ——| ma) aoe na Siegaecme ee 
Total | S004 ee ee 


n 





8. The despatches of salt from Calcutta by water and the three rail 
passing the several salt pass stations into the interior of the country, both 
east and west of the river Hooghly, during the quarter under review, and the 
corresponding quarters of the previous two years, are shown in Table V. — 


Taster V. mika, im 







1,26,046 
1,61,452 









Tue quantity of salt despatched by the East Indian Rail ere 
i . : vas. beyond Buxar in the ahieter ee 
caeriaber Pi a 238 amounted to 6,862 maunds as : 





December .. 












port of Calcutta, according to 








pu ere as follow :— 


“1. 0, Tho gligniante af Liverpoo) alt fot the 
blished market reports, Ww 


, , Tons. 
ber » eee see se om ue 14,373 4 

vos abe ew ees 84,960 

December see ove vee we. 23,945 





Total soe 72,278 





No shipments were reported during the quarter under review for the port of 


cone ae ; 
10. ble VI shows the market prices per 100 maunds of Liverpool and ‘ 
other descriptions of salt at the close of each fortnight during the quarter, as 
compared with those obtaining during the same period last year. : 


































































; Tase VI. 
——— 2 So ———Sa— —<——————— ee i” 
x Prices on the | Prices onthe \) Prices on the | Priceson the | Pricesonthe Prices on the - 
sth October, | Sst October. | 15th November. 30th November, 15th December. Sist ber. 
Description ov Saxt. SEEEEY GEESE See Ge =! = _ 
vers, | 1870, | 187s. | aso. | 1878, | 979, | 1878. | 1879, | 1878 1879, | 1878. | LsRD. 
eo! { 
{ Re. Be. | ms | me [Be | Re | Re. | Re a 
Liverpool pungab ... | so; 7 | 8 | © | 87 OB 88 $1 7 | 7 
French kurkutch .., | 80 2 2 | 83 % #2 #0 73 o 3 88 
Jeddah ” na Ss a2 | aa a | & ad 80 83 80 87 82 s 
j | 
Bombay ,, or) 68 Tn 51 6 6, w| ¢8 
Maires } on n | n | nj aion 7 n}omoa 1 oh 
Italian, | sf | 6 | oe | 8) wm /| 8: 9} 8 | wo) fo} ls 
Muscat, ww | | os | mm! o@! wm! mw] 2] on mi, n| 2 
Bock a Ss a od nj on| mj m| a) « 105 | 60 105 | | 105 
Ceylon kurkutch ... 7 “4 | 7 | ™ ) Th ™ 71 “| 7 74) 72 | 
11. The following table shows the quantities of sea-imported salt admitted 
into bond and cleared from bond and shipboard at Chittagong during the 
quarter under feview and the corresponding quarter of 1878-79 respectively :— 
Tasie VII. 
oO ————.. - = — == ——-- 5 a 
ADMITTED INTO Boxp. | CLEARED. 
Pout, j DescrirtTioy ov Sacrt. PG CCC CE IP a ee 
| Third quarter | Third quarter Third quarter | Third quarter 
of 1878-79, | of 1879-80. of 1878-78. | of 18 
j | Mads. Mds. | Mds. 8. | Mas. 8. 
| Liverpoo! pungal ee er 45,582 40,009 49,890 10 ole 5 
Chittagong . P f Madras kurkutch Geet tay! «Ree ore | ove eres | coven H 1,500 6 ‘ 
U! seddah ” Po ee es | yeaa i eapees ! an 160 0 
Balasore J Madras | Pony 800 0 | sasuee 
a Total =...) 43,582 40,900 W,450 10 | OAs 5 
transactions in sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter from 
ports of Balasore, Cuttack, and Pooree. a 
. 
" 
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Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State-and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
7 of Bengal, as reported to Government.during the week ending the 24th March 1880, 











| ¥ 
, Rainfall wet 
District, and date of — atSudder| Chararter of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and be 
No. return. Ven | state of health at dare. =, 
° - 


inches 
| | 











BENGAL 
Western Districts. 7 pa 


1 |Burdwan, Mar. 27 "80, Nil |Weather—very hot. Prospects of crops fair. Fewer cases of cholera thitn last 


week, 

2 |Bankoora, » Ww Nil |Weather—very hot ; occasionally cloudy. Indigo, cotton, and teel doing well, 
Sugarcane being transplanted in some places. Rain wanted * crops and for 
ploughing. Sone cases of small-pox and cholera in Bishenpo: : 

s + 

worse in Dubrajpore thana; less elsewhere. , 

4 /Midnapore, sovens Report not received. : 

6 hiy, o at op Nil |Weather—warm and cloudy during week. Wind from south-east, Transplan' 

pone of sugarcane commenced in places. Cases of cholera and  smallepox aif 4 





















prevalent in thanas Serampore and Bolngore, Small-pox only in Polba and 
Gooptipara. 
Howrah » 29 ,,| Nil |Weather—seasonable. State and prospects of crops fair, 


Central Districts. 


® 8 mia » 27 | O05 |Weather—seasonable. The few rubbee crops yielding a 12-anna outturn. Cholera 
& 
E 


24-Pergunnabs, Mar.2Y "SU; 0°05 |Weathor—hol. Pionghing still going on. Prospects of boro dhan good. 


* . Health generally good. Cholera at Baraset abated. e 
E 7 |Nuddea, » 27 ,,| Nil |Weatner—warm and cloudy, with high wind, Cutting of winter crops nearly 
: completed. Lands being ploughed, and in some parts “Sowing of aus com- 
‘ 3 menced, e) -« 
® |Jessore, » 27 y | 0°01 |Weather—hot, with a good deal of wind. Boro dhan prospects good. Plough- 
Magoorah Pm eo» | ing for early sowings actively going on, Cattle disease somewhat prevalent. 
Narail «| 8°90 in Sudder sub-division. Health good. 


1:26 . 
O14 |Weather—hot. Land being ploughed for next crop. Public health 
| good, except a few cases of cholera iv some thanas. 1t is, however, subsiding. 
agepore, Mar. 25 ’80 Nil | Weather—generally fine and warm, with slight wind Ploughing for dhados 
dian going on. Rain will improve its propects, , 


Rajshabye. » 27 ,,| 017 Weather—clondy Slight rain on night of 25th. Sowing’ of amun dhan 
| a Chaitali crops being cut; outtarn generally above-average Pablic 
h a 
Rungpore, » 26 ,,| 005 |Weather—hot and seasonable. Dry and hot weather which appears to have set 
Gaiban: . | O28 in will benefit crops after recent rain, State aud prospects of crops good. 
io and fovorable. fh 





Weather— warm for the time of year. Ploughing for aus going on pe, La 


Weather—warm, with strong wind. Storm from south’on evening of 25th. Pros. — 
pects of crops good. Public health good, Rs 
Report not received. 5 ee 


; ray oa 
Weather—stormy, with rain up to 26th. Since then fine, 
Rai y benefited ploughing which is going on © 
deal of sma!)-pox about, but general health 
Weather—cloudy during greater tor 
i Rain done some i 













-_ 










Weatber—cloudy, with s' south-easterly wind 

and boro partially dam: by hailstones, Public 
Weather—heavy rain, cloudy, and unusually cool. 
good, Aus and teel bring sown. 


Westhor=-rongh and boletergas, with sigh sid Seize 
in Dukhin pore on 17th. Ground very dry + 
do _ Prospects continue fair, 
Ww. in, State and : 

















2 Monghyr, Mar. 27 '80) 


338 Bhagulpore, » 20» 


Chumparen, » 27 » 


84 |Purneab, » 27 9 

86 |Maldah, » 27 ; 
i 86 |Sontbal Perghs, ,, 27 ,, 
Jamtara | 

ORISSA, | 
87 Cuttack, nl 








88 |Pooree, Mar. 25, 


Balasore, » 6 » 


CHOTA NAGPOKE. 


H " Sotlth. West Frontier 
Agency. 


ow 37 » 
-*. +, 
ye 


Mar, 26 '80. 





| 
| 


Nil 
Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 





‘ . a » a » " r 

. . + * 

Character of the weather, state and ompects of the crops, and =~ 
state of health om -* 






Weather—seasonable. Cold-weather and spring crops being gathered with good 

outturn, Lands being prepared for pania aus. Sporadic cases of cholera 

in Satkania and Moiscal, Cuttle disease in Cox's Bazar and Patia. Common 

rice about 19 seers per rupee 

Squalls, with occasional heavy rain from south all the week. Damage to build- 
ingy reported from various parts of district. State and prospects of. crops 
very good. Ploughing active. 


Weather— cloudy, with occasional sunshine. Some rain on 21st and 22nd. Jum 
cutting nearly . Rain done some good to winter crops. Public health 
good, 

Weather—cloudy and occasionally stormy. Prosyects of boro and chillies fair. 
Tobacco being gathered. Public bealth good. A considerably heavy storm 
occurred on 17th. ‘ 


East wind and cloudy weather. Harvesting of rublee crops going on well. 

Weather—hot. Maximum reading in shade 104. Trospects of rubbee con- 
tinue favoruble. Public health generally good. 

Weather—hot, with east wind. Sugarcane cultivation progressing. , Mango 
crop promises well. Hubbee being harvested. General health good. 

|Weat or~seasonable, with strong east wind. Rubtee crops being harvested. 
Mango crop at present promising. Prices falling. Public health good, 

Weather--fine and warm. Prospect cf rubsee crops excellent. Harvesting 
progressing briskly ; outturn satisfactory Public health good. a 

Weather—bright, clear, and warm. Both east and west wind. Rudbee being 
harvested ; an excellent outturn obtained where threshed. Condition of dis- 
trict generally satisfactory, ; 

Weather bright and warm. East wind prevalent. State and prospects of crops 


very good. 
Weather—getting much warmer. Eas: wind still continues. Prospects continue 
good. Harvesting of rubsee commenced generally. 
Strong sasterly wind and clouds, Rudbdee harvest in progress; outtarn pro- 


| mising well 4 
|Easterly wind still continues, but with less force and consequently greater 
| beat of temperature State and prospects of crops good Ploughing> for 


early rice still going on. 

Weathor—somewhat cool during last week. Little rain that fell last week 
did much harm to mango crop. Wheat and barley also suffered to some degree. 
Heaith continues good. 

Weather—hot and damp, Crops all good. 


Report not received. 


Weather—seasonable. Ploughing going on. Dalwa progressing well. Cold- 
weather crops beiug gathered. Prices stationary, Small-poxr not yet dis- 


appeared. 


Weather—very bot. Rain much wanted, Small-pox prevalent in north. Cases 
of sporadic cholera still reported, 


Hot wind has set in. Nights still cool. Ruddee crops nearly all harvested. 
Cholera appeared towards Gawan. : 
Weather—hotter than usual at this —_ ra gad continues. Pros- 
3 of mohwa crop excellent, Small-pox still prevalent. 
ecotalery amnehla. Mohwa fair. Mango a complete failure. Cases of 
cholera in Dhalbhoom. - 
Weather—dry and hot Morning foggy on 25th. Ruddee crops doing well. 
In some places wheat, barley, and sugarcane being gat Prospects of 
cotton good, Mohwa flowers falling. Public health good, A few eases of 


cholera in Sudder thana, but the disease has since disappeared. 


Published for general information. 


A. Mackenziz, 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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‘Barometric Pressure.—The pressures in column 2 of thé above table for all stations below 500 feep ~— 
are reduced from those given in column 3 of the table on the previous page, by adding the weight of a 
hs po a of air of the temperatures given in column 18. For stations above 500 feet elevation the 
reduction is made by Captain Allan Cunningham’s table, “ Prof., Papers on Indian Engineeri 
No. “OXI” The temperatures at the sea-level are taken from column 3 of the above table. 
sy ure.—-The temperatures in column 8 are reduced from those in column 18 on the preceding ~ 
- page, by adding 1° Fahrenheit for every 450 feet. a, 
t nee The resultant wind direction and its comparative predominance are calculated 
“the whole number of wind observations recorded during the month. The relative predominance 
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of in the direction of the resultant is given as a percentage of the whole number of observations. The 
e§ ‘is computed in the usual way by Lambert’s formula. ae 

Clo ‘This column gives the average proportion of clouded sky, a cloudless sky being indicated ig 

and one completely overcast by lo. i “A 


‘above, being all comparable, afford the data for constructing a meteorological chart for the 
which will show the isobaric and isothermal lines and the resultant wind directions, which last — 4 
represented by arrows of varying length, proportioned to the prevalence of the wind. these 
added the rainfall from the previous tables, ‘he 
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Results of the Maeereonal Ovestpihious taken at the Alipore Obserratory & 
Zlst to Girth Marsh 1880. fe 
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ss The mean pressure of the seven days x 
|. The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G. Office ahs 







_. ‘The mean temperature of the seven days”... i gt 
_ ‘The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office =r 
_ The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days z 
4 The maximum temperature during the seveu days see “ey te 





: - The mean relative humidity during the seven days sect ae 
_ The average relative humidity of the corresponding period ‘for 24 years, S. G. Office 












The total fall of rain from 2\st to 27th March 1880 ae, ae AN ag 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G. Office ... on {* O'Rieas 
The total fall from 1st January to 27th March 1880 Wea és Sit. ies 
The average fall of-the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G. Office ... 70 
‘The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced irom the traces of the barograph ‘and t 
The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from seli-registering cherabodintand 
ermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard construc 
‘the Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, aud are 
above the ground. 
~ barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of sad standard | Newman’ 
a the Surveyor-General’s Office. ae 
on hanesesia elements are obtained from Tables II1, IV, and V of ‘aes official tables 
Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of " august’s formula. 
direction and movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckiey’s 
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2 Tehoot 8 State (atioeee for the month ‘of 


eee ects of goods carried during the month of February 1880 ageregated maunds 1,97,674 ns compared with 
Ede /198 carried daring the corresponding period of 1879, and mannds 2,083,446 carried during the previous month, shewing: 

























maunds 48,48) in the one euse and a decrease of maunds 5,772 in tue other. ne ge 
Inoreases. ie ake 
or, wf Mds. 20,146 er. 
“iM ee gagore -bugning at Mouufferporp and also at Durbhunga for the palace of the Moharajab, Durbhunge are | 
Mt \ oe ve Mads. 7,344 P| 
b "This ingrense very satisfactory, and is due to tho increased demand i din » foreign markets. P 
as Pr Mds. vs 
i” Bp in this staples etendy. , ’ 
x * ga Mis. 8,746 
This is to the ‘concerng ip Tirhoot having: ‘urged delivery by rail on the seed contraction in preference to thar 
river. 
: yi oll wate on Mds. 4,978 
mu the tat win there was a good “demand fer linseed in the Calcutta market. 
by Ter ” ew Mads. 18,379 
land j is due to the rivers being unnayigable. ‘ 
. ace Mads. 682 
- Due ae tl ae lee a geod demand in the Calcutta market. 
cae Mds. 677 
. if This is an ‘aiapestast traffic and finds'n m ready market here. 
¢ 2 Miscellaneous goods as Sip ein oer Mds, 6,558 
ff This increase is steady. yt 
3 . ° Decreases, " 
-. Food- ae a ssi ave 1 sve Mds. = 6,635 
* This is due to'there being no demand of this aoe in outside markets. 
o Indigo Mads. 50 
ae ens is due to the diminished outtarn of indigo i in the district as compared with last b yon. 
se se Mds. 71 
| alpen depends upon local requirements ‘ 
fhinsaps material , be ‘ —_ kes eda a a Mds. 10,688 é 
ae maaerenes pon rauway works, ‘ 
i wa Mds. 2,052 = 
' t eit er equal or in man cases eas than in the local mar ets. ' 
dad for his is either equal c y less than in the local mark ; 
i TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 
- Trarric Department. 
$3 nt showing Increases and Decreases in Maundage of Staples carried over the Line during the 
aR gre” © month of Fobruery 1880 « as 3 compare ed with the cor responding period of 1879. 
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ation of Traffic on the Patna and Gya State Railway for the peor “| 


of February 1880 a 
quantity of goods carried during the month of February 1880 aggregated maunds 1,18,S60 as compared j 
sb carried during the previous month, showing a decrease of maunds 24,095. ; ; ee 


PATNA AND GYA STATE RAILWAY. ; , eu 
Seg Trarric Deparrmenr. ? 
| showi Munday of Staples carried over the Line during the month mth of February 1880. 








EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. . 
Approrimate Return of Traffic for ‘tooo: ended 20th March 1880.0 1,507} miles wn re 


Coacurme TRAPPIC. | Manic aprax AND MuneRac Tuayric. 
me os RAS TED SSRN. SACD 


Coaching receipts, Seat Receipts. : 


£ sa.) Mas. 8 Re. £ Rs. 
traffic for the week... ... | 159,042 2aut Ti "S| 21,828 8 16 14,95,206 20 | 6:75,020 2 8] e1de0 “6 inl we 
per mile of railway | osiee | 5 4 8 0 72) a3 @ Q. 


20 weeks of balf- 
year . oo 1,646,826 | 25,03, 630 9 © {220,409 9 4 1,58,80,720°"@" © °}07,15,506 5 8 (615,406 a 0 


| — 


1,805,368 27,360,308 4 3 (250,828 5 2 1,73,74,019 20 75,898,426 6 © (677,56) 1 
—- — 
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| 
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oa | 


Total for liweeks .., 


so 163,922}, 2,735,114 3 8 25,035 9 5& | 15,26,856 10 | 6,07,006 5 0 55,705 6 
181 8 2 wi 2 joeied #8 211 19 2 
sa7.00 16 2 }1,87,28,485 0 | 73,83,015 2 7 {672,275 11 1101,48,600 @ 


EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 20th March 1880 on 171} miles open. 
= ee Se Se = 


. Coacuine Trarric. 


145,031 2 27,571 6 4 


wa 201 47 18 9 0 84 17 160 B 6 
486,5164 | 4,309,809 15 9 5% 3 3) 18,54,393 36 44,903 1 


BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
Weekly Statement si natal ee 


_Racurrms vor YOR WEEK ENDING Toran “a 
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eg te the Council of the Lieutenant-Gover- | srarmwEwr showing Rainfall, Weather, State and Pros- 
aS of for the yarpore a axing Laws ne pects of the Crops in the different districts of Bengal, 
ip Sil ae reported. AJ Goverament during the week endingfthe 
rn prt SS 
° ‘ calootin Hoepita Reforms na _ ag os us | Retail Prices-currant of Food-erains, Pirewood, and 
Distriét'Road Fund... 1 | Balt in the districts of Bengal for the fortmight ending 
at arc sO ose 
bial! Peenees paring the stocks of Rice in and around 355 | Wholesale Prices-current of “Pood-grains, Firewood, 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 


of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 20th March 1880. 


Present: 
His Hoyor tae Lizvrenant-Governor or Bencat, presiding, 
The Hon’ble G. C. Pau, c.1.£., Advocate- General, 
The Hon’ble C, 'T. Buck.anp, 
oo Hon’ble H. L. Damrrer, 
The Hon’ble A. Mackenzie, 
Be Hon’ble J. O’Kiveaty, 
e Hon’ble Syup Ameer Hossemy, 
e Hon'ble Krisropas Pat, Rat Banapoor, ¢.1.£., 
¢ Hon’ble J. B. Kyicnr, c.1.2., 
ae ee Hon'ble C. D, Fretp,1t.n., 
eh The Hon n’ble Peary Mouun Medemann, ; 
2a oo an 
Hon'ble F, Parsrace. 


4 NEW MEMBER. 
Mr. Prestace took hig, sbat in Council. 


_ COMPULSORY VACCINATION. 
opas Pat said last week he 
the Bill t 
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i ae to the Council 
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pronbend now.to vgire a brief outline of its main 





been drafted chiefly on the lines of the Bombay Vaccination Act, with such 
. alterations and modificati e circumstances of this province had for.:* 
. The preliminary chapter of the Bill contained certain definitions i . rae 
* «he need not refer at any rs ba The sections providing for sage et 
of all prescribed that children should within one year jafter their birth be =~ 


vaccinated ; secondly, that unprotected children « under fourteen, -who- were; aa 
brought to reside in the city temporarily or permanently, should be vaccifiated; 
* | thirdly, that the parents or guardians of unprotected:children living ,within  ~ 
, the city, or in any portion of the suburbs to which the’ Bill might*extend, .  - 
.» should within six months of the passing of the Act cause them fo be vaceinated. ah 
‘ . Then the Bill provided for the vaccination of unprotected vn ee a sas 
' *.s° the vaccination of seamen arriving in the Port of Calcutta. va ion 
of adults was a new feature in this Bill; that provision did not obtain in the — 
Bombay Act, but it had been found from experience that small-pox was’ > 
often brought into the city by unprotected persons, and it was therefore of 
* . the utmost importance that measures should be taken for the vaccination of 
adults. ‘The vaccination of seamen was left to the Health Officerof the Port of ~~ 
- Calcutta.” The Bill did not lay down any hard-and-fast rules about the ” 
character of the lymph to be used for vaccination. The subject of the kind 
of lymph which ought to be used, as the Council was well aware, was a matter ~ 
of much controversy amongst scientific men both in Europe and America; © 
experiments were going on in several European countries with calf lymph, and *) 
in the Bombay Act the use of animal lymph had been made obligatory, . But 
the preponderance of medical opinion here seemed to be that it would be best to 
leave the matter open at present, and to let the Government which would 
supply the lymph supply that kind of lymph which might be in aecofd © 
with the scientific opinion of the day. He should mention that in Bengal, ~ « 
and throughout Upper India he believed, arm-to-arm vaccination was 
generally practised, and human lymph was used. If, however, experience 
or mature scientific opinion should tend to the other direction, he dared sa ' 
p the Government would take necessary steps to provide a supply of that kind 
‘of lymph which would be most acceptable to the public. The aneient books. 
of Hindoo medicine, he might say, were more in favour of calf than human 
lymph. 
: ation the Bombay Act the vaccinators were allowed to ry a fee for 
vaccination, and to apply it to their own use. The Bombay Act laid down + 
no limit to the amount of fee to be levied. The Bill: before the Council peal 
. Scribed a maximum limit of eight annas, which he hoped would be i ee 
‘moderate enough. It would be carried to the credit of the Municipality of — _ 
Calcutta, which would be charged with the cost of the vaccination establishment; + 
hy and in the case of the Mofussil it would be credited and expended in such ® 
* manner as the Government might direct. Practically the, vaccina now § 
charged a fee; it was a voluntary offering, but it was nevertheless charged 
and paid by the people. Now it was proposed to remuneraterthe inators #2 




















liberally, and to carry the fees to the credit of the Vaccination Fund. “a 
a The procedure laid down for Calcutta was different from that which was _ 
‘, vided for the Mofussil. In Caleutta the Health Officer of the town ‘vould ~ 

:*.* ut in charge of the department, and would act under such rules a 











«regulations as the Lieutenant-Governor might lay down. Calcutta Would — 

vided into different sections and wards, and public vaccine stati would 
ee established in each, or, where the wards were small, two of tit 
if be conveniently doubled up and one vaccine station provided 
and, on the other hand, two or three vaccine stations mig 
- * in the larger wards. Persons resorting to the vaccine stations — 
Heh es, cha any fee whatever, but those who might call in the vaceir 
own houses would be required to pay the fee. With regard to fei 
_ ‘according to the custom of the country, did not appear in. “the | 
Governor would make rules for their gratuitous in tag 



















The Bombay Act provided criminal imprisonment for 
but in this Bill the penalty of a fine remy yosed, and no ir 
_ provided for neglect to vaccinate. A ‘ 
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mo op aro " as a sufficient deterrent against neglect. Proseen- 
s under the Act be by’summons. This was-an important point, and he / 
believed the provision would be acceptable to th pablic. Tat 
, the Bill gave power to the Lieutenant-Governor to make rules to 
for the appointment of deputies of public vaecinators when n ; 
ine the ifications to be required of public vaccinators or their * 
es} to regulate the gratuitous vaccination of females who, by the 
eustom 6f the country, were unable to ens the ae vaccine stations, and 
were {oo to pay; to provide for the supply of | ; to regulate the 
otk eat foram Ny be kept by public wasettiotons if. ied cad for the 
~ solicit aad others in all matters connected with the 
of. t: 
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, € Was imformed that a suggestion had come from the Government of 
‘ndia to the. effect that, when the Bill was extended to first and second class 
RC hiaieipillities, opportunity should be given to the inhabitants of those places 
to express their opinion before the Act was introduced. That was the 
1 ure now followed in the Panjab with regard to the introduction of the 
unicipal law ; this suggestion would be duly taken into consideration by the 
Select Committee to whom the Bill would be referred. He now moved that 
the Bill be read in Council. 

The How’site Peary Monun Mooxerser said there was a provision in 

the Bill for extending its operation to the suburbs of Calcutta, thus making 
provision for intercepting the disease from without. But the Bill took no 
cognizance .of the poor and houseless boys in the city itself. The number of 
poor ver ek who had no parents or guardians in the sense defined in the Bill 
Po counted by scores, if not by hundreds, and there was no one who, 
a ing to the provisions of the Bill, would be responsible for their vaccination, 
‘nor would they be reached by the power conferred on the Superintendent of « 
_ Vaccination by section 11, enabling him to require unprotected persons to 
submit to vaccinated. These poor boys therefore might catch the disease 
and form centres of contagion. but there was another consideration connected 
with this question which should not be lost sight of. Supposing that ways and 
means were found for giving protection to these poor a it was a question 
as to who would feed and take care of them during the stage of feverishness 
whieh: very often supervened vaccination. A number of these boys would be 
unable to move or go about to earn their living, and it was but just to them 


~ +that they should not be allowed to suffer by reason of a compulsory operation 
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“which was extended to them, not only for their own benefit, but for the protec- 
tion of the community at large. He would beg therefore to suggest that © 
ovision should be made in the Bill for the establishment of pauper vaccine 
fapitale in the city. The money that would be required for such institutions 
‘vas no doubt an important consideration, but he submitted that it would not 
be im to expend the money derived from the fees to be levied under the 
_ Act the benefit of these poor boys, who might take it into their heads to 
prove their brotherhood to the good citizens of Calcutta in the same terrible 
DEaecEe Wwllich-the Irish widow mentioned by Carlisle proved her sisterhood to 
ople.of Edinburgh. 
‘glad that the one other point with reference to this Bill, to which he 
ec cary to allude, had ulready received the attention of the Govern-» 
India; he meant that provision of the Bill which related to extending _ 
tion of the law to Mofussil municipalities and villages. In Calcutta, ~ 
embers had been told, on the authority of Dr. Charles, that ninety-five per 
population had accepted vaccination as the best means of affordmg 
inst small-pox; but in the Mofussil opinion was not so strong in 
ion, and that was not a matter fur wonder, when it was 
| great diversity of opinion prevailed on the subject even in 
He therefore thought it advisable that the introduction of 
96 cOnfined to those municipalities and towns at least, balf the 
h should apply for its introduction. 
Mr. Mackenzie said there ‘was only one point in which he 
very Careful statement which had been made me Bee , 
ll, and , that was in reference to the change which the 
e re-arrangement and working of vaccine operations 
ese tiara tera . ah 
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. * 4 W * . " 
in Caloutta, The Council knew that those operations had for many y 
supervised by Dr. Charles under the title of Superintendent-General | 
. Vaccination... How ably he had done this work was well known; that Calcutta 
was now in a fairly satisfactory “state as regards protection from small- 

x was due entirely to the exertions and the care with which Dr, Charles 
Eid ace ed the business in his hands. The measure now before nncil 
was merely the natural outcome ,of all Dr. Charles’s labours. Bat it was 
agreed, when this compulsory system was proposed, that it would require for 
its management and careful siipervision more time than an officer like 
Dr. Charles, with ull his numerous duties, could possibly giye to ‘it, and it was 
felt that the Sanitary Officer of the town was the proper pefson to undertake 

ki 
arles 





the work with the agency at his disposal. It would: no€ be 
Me. Mackenzie was sure, that any slight was intended to be put on Dr. 4 
by the proposed transfer; he himself concurred in the change, and was of, | 
opinion that, as vaccination was to be made compulsory, the work should be 
done in a more systematic way; andthe Government was therefore relieving 
him of a cdiuty which it would not be easy for him any longer to perform. 

His Honor THE Prestvenr said, with reference to the observations which 
had been made regarding the treatment and cure after vaccination of bp ro 
boys, if sufficient provision was not made by section 1) of the Bill, some a 
tion might be made to meet the case. But, as he understood it, the matter 
was sufficiently provided for by that section, and if hospital treatment was 
needed, it pees be afforded by the Campbell Hospital, which was just as much 
open to cases of fever from vaccination as from any other cause. It was quite 
open to the Select Committee to make any suggestion it thought fit. 

His Honor desired to express his entire concurrence in the remarks which ~ 
had been made by the hon’ble member on the right (Mr. Mackenzie) avith 
respect to Dr. Charles. He was sure it was not the wish of anybody who had \ 
watched the extraordinary progress and success of vaccination in the city to do 
anything that might cast any reflection or slur on Dr. Charles's admihistrationof” - 
vaccine operations; the fact was that it was through him, and his great atteution 
to the matter, that the business of the department had become so large that the 

*Government was compelled to make special provision for the conduct of the 
work, and His Honor was sure that Dr. Charles ought to be extremely proud of 
the work he had done, and that nothing would gratify him more than the passing 
of this Bill—a measure which he himself suggested should be some — 
fourteen years ago. On that occasion His Honor opposed the proposal, as vac~ ~ 
cination had not then made sufficient progress to warrant the adoption ofa 
compulsory measure. But since that time the question had assumed a different _ 
complexion, and whatever objections His Honok had then to the proposal, they 
had now vai: gechen and it was chiefly through Dr. Charles's exertions that 
the of circumstances which rendered a compulsory measure justifi, 
able now had been brought about. Bh a 
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, RECOVERY OF PUBLIC DEMANDS.  , 
‘Tue Hon’str Mx. Fievp moved that the Bill to amend the law 

recovery of certain public demands be read in Council. He said :— 
1 hal, leave on Saturday last to introduce this Bill, I pointed out wh 
object of the measure was. I said briefly that it was a measure to repeal 
portions of Act VII of 1868 of the Bengal Council as are concerned wit 
recovery of public demands, and to re-enact them in a complete and am 
form. Lalso stated what the nature of the procedure was whi 
down for the recovery of such demands, namely that a publ 

Certificate that a certain amount is due, and on that Ceri te 

i Plame 5 arte sdePr = 

18 given to the person against whom the Certificate has 

make any objection he has to the amount being r 
classes of cases it is competent to that person 
proceedings on the merits in the Civil Court. 

_ I propose now to draw attention to the 

proposes to amend the former procedure. — 
y extended to the town of Cal 
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tta is to realize the land in the city. 

re is at present an Act of the Supreme Legislature, XXIII of 1850, which 
provides a certain mode of realizing that land revenue, namely by distress and 
~ gale. This Bill does not pro to interfere with that procedure, and has been 

_ so drafted as to leave it to the Revenue Authorities to adopt either procedure 

which they may think advisable. ‘3 

' ..-4 The next point to which I invite attention is in section 3. It is there 

ded that every Certificate made under the provisions of the former Act, 

which will be repeuled if this Bill become law, may be enforced under the 
‘provisions of this Act. ; 

. _ Invsection 4 a change is proposed to be made which has been found very 

desirable. Under the existing law the Collector of the district is alone com- 

t to make.a Certificate. It is possibly known to all the members of. this 

uncil that within the last few years the administration of districts has been 

£ sub-divided, and that the formation of sub-divisions has been effected to a v 

large extent, the officers in charge of such sub-divisions being vested wit 
powers very nearly the same as those of a Collector. It is therefore 
that all officers in charge of sub-divisions shall exercise the same 
powers under the new Act which the Collector has under the existing Act. In 
seotion 5 are enumerated the cases in respect of which a Certificate Absolute 
may be made; they are frst, the cases in which an estate has been sold for 
arrears of its own revenue, and the proceeds of such sale are insufficient to 

liquidate’ the arrears of revenue due; and secondly, when arrears are due from a 

"farmer. In both these cases the Collector is empowered to make a Certificate, 

and that Certificate it will not be competent under the law for the person 

inst whom it is made to dispute upon the merits in a Civil Court. This 
merely follows what has been the practice in this country for very nearly a 
century. 

I now come to section 6, which attempts to enumerate all the cases in the 
existing’ law to which it is desirable to extend the Certificate Procedure. 
The first cl@use of this section includes any sum of money which by any law 
for the time being in force is declared to be recoverable or realizable as an 
arrear of revenue or land revenue, or by the process prescribed for the recover 
of arrears of revenue or of the public or Government revenue. This 
] may at first sight appear somewhat complicated; but the fact is that ” 
it. been so worded in order to take in a large number of cases covered by 
the old Regulations in which the language used is not uniform, and I have so 

- drafted thé clause in order to make it applicable to all those old Regulations, 
in. which language essentially the same, but differing in its form of expression, 
has been . Clause 2 applies to any sum of money due from the sureties of 
a farmer in respect of the revenue of the estate farmed by him. Here 
there is no change. Then clause 3 takes in a number of Acts of the Bengal 
* Council under which certain demands, moneys, dues, fees, duties, and so forth 
“may become due to Government; and which demands, fees, duties, and 

80 it ig thought desirable to realize under this procedure. Many of these 

_ are so r ble under the existing Acts, and this Bill only collects them 

a -and adds one or two more which were formerly overlooked. Clause 4 of section 

} the same way provides for the realization of tolls due from farmers under 

Canals Act, 1864, or.from the sureties of such farmers. Clause 5 applies to 

of rent due from a person having charge of a ferry under Regulation VI 

- Clause 6 relates to any micten ye cage or rent pepe to Govern- 

many ryot, or from any person ing any interest in land, pasturage, 
t A i and the Tike: this is mae a oe section, it is an addition 

1868 made by the amending Act of 1875. These cases are 

to Government. It has been thought—and’that is an opinion 
ly concur—that that which would be rent if paid to the zemin- 
ble to Government, not rent, but revenue, and this clause 

‘particular revenue realizable under a procedure which has 

» usual for very many years in these provinces. I then come to 

poses to extend the special procedure to the recovery of rents 
ider any law for the time being, are under the management 
Phis is a new provision, and! am prepared to admit 
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that it is a provision which carries the principle of 

limits. I have no doubt that it will be lly ; 
mittee, and if it be thought desirable that this procedure ae m 
applicable to the recovery of rent in, these particular estates, 7 
hold its place in the Bill. neta 

, next point to which I shall refer is rule 2 of section 6. It has there “a 

been made more clear than it is in the existing law that any person | 
whom a Certificate for certain demands has been made may contest that Certi- — 
ficate on the merits in a Qivil Court. I may note by the way that Ihave — 
introduced a new nomenclature, calling a Certificate which may not be « Pxh 
in the Civil Court a Certificate Absolute, and one which may be disputed on the 
merits a Certificate Conditional. In the existing law there is no provision made — 
as to any len of time within which a Certificate Conditional shall become 
absolute. I have introduced a limitation of one year, and the section provides 
that if the party against whom a Certificate Conditional is made, fails to contest 
it in the Civil Court for the period of one year, it shall then become a Certi- - 
ficate Absolute, or, in other words, that it cannot be contested or disputed — 
after the lapse of one year. 

The next point to which I invite attention is section 7, Under the 
present law certain classes of public officers to whom money is payable are 
allowed to notify that fact to the Collector, and the Collector on receipt of 
such notification proceeds to make a Certificate. It is now proposed to extend 
this procedure to Managers appointed by the Court of Wards: in other words, 
it is pro to allow Managers to notify to the Collector of the district that 
such and such a sum is due as rent from persons holding land in estates 

. under the management of the Court of Wards, and thereupon the Collector is 
empowered to issue a Certificate for the realization of the rent as a public 
demand. ‘The section as drafted makes no provision for the levy of 
duty on Certificates for the recovery of rent due to Wards’ estates ; but in Select 
Committee, if the section is allowed to stand, it will become n rotect. 
the public revenue against loss by providing that such notices Mana- 

to the Collector shall bear such stamps as would be imposed on plaints filed 
in the Civil Court for the recovery of the same amount. 

‘ I now pass to section 9. Under the Act of 1868, as soon as a Certificate is 
made, and notice of its having been made served on the person against whom it 

* is made, it may be enforced against the immovable eer belonging to such 
person; there was no similar provision as to movable property, and it has 
occurred in the course of the experience of the last ten or twelve y: that the 

4 public revenue has suffered in c« uence of a person who had Rs sie s 
ae pd having received notice of a Certificate having been made, and then 
made use of the month allowed for objecting to make away with the moyable 

preety, which otherwise would have been sufficient to satisfy the Government 
emand. The section therefore proposes to give to the Collector pee 
to that 
the Collector, 













to what every Civil Court possesses, namely a power anal 


attachment j t. This power is to be exercised 
. not in all cases ly, but only when he is satisfied that the 


cerned is likely to conceal or remove or dispose of the whole or 
of his movable property. 
I next invite attention to section 11. 


mt performance 
and every* adjudication of a D Collector will b 
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~ of the same section, in any case in which he thinks fit, to ¢ so 



















Chasis Uthoet : ings are taken for en 
This is a point as to which there is some doubt under the 


’ 7 Cc we - 
existing Act. In some districts Collectors consider themselves at bert, 


nok. pa the Certificate, to at once to the realization of the 
stated therein. In other districts it is held that no steps can be taken 
rhe of execution until the month has expired. In the Bill it is made clear 

a full month is to be aliowed for objgcting before the Collector can take 
proceedings. Thus no real injury can be done to the parties concerned even 
in those very exceptional cases in which the Collector has made thé Certificate 
under a mistake. 

In section 12 provision has been made for applying the sections of the 
Code of Civil Procedure relating to insolvent judgment-debtors to persons who 
have become debtors under this Act. A case occurred in the Chittagong 
district which was brought before the High Court, and it was decided that. 
under the existing law these sections of the Code of Civil Procedure do nut 
apply. It has been thought desirable that the debtors of Government should 
in this respect enjoy the same facility which has been conceded to the debtors 
of private persons. 

» In section 14 provision has been made for receiving payment of a demand, 
in respect of which a Certificate has been made, by instalments. No such pro- 
vision exists in the present Act, and I am informed that the omission of such 
a ision has unduly tied the hands of the Collector in the case of persons 
are: ready to pay, but in consequence of circumstances over which they 
have no control are unable to pay the whole amount all at once. 

The last provision is that contained in section 15 of the Bill. It is there 
mepient to protect the Collector and every a officer concerned from any 

ival suit for any act done, or required to be done, by him in the disch of 
his duty under the Act. This merely extends to Collectors and other officers 
acting ander the Bill the protection given to judicial officers by Act XVIII of 
1850, the provisions of which Act are well known to the Council. The Collector 
and other public officers acting under this Bill will really be discharging judicial 
functions; and it is reasonable to afford them the same protection which the 
existing law gives to all judicial officers. I may mention in connection with , 
this section that no protection is proposed to be given to the Managers of Wards’ 
estates, and that if the present form of the Bill be retained so as to enable the 
Collector to make a Certificate on the requisition of such Managers, they will 
in no way be protected from the consequences of any neglect or incaution on? 
their to the disadvantage of the person injuriously affected thereby.” . 
ia the Hoy’aue Krrstopas Pau said he congratulated the hon’ble member 
on the clearness of the arrangement of the Bill, and added that he generally 
concurred in its provisions. But there was one provision in it to which he 

took exception, and which the hon’ble mover had himself approached in_hesi- 
tating terms. He referred to clause 7 of section 6. That clause was not a 
matter of , but involved a very important question of principle; it was 







_ whether the recov of rent in respect of estates or tenures in charge of the 


-of Wards should be brought within the purview of the certificate pro- 
Reroperibed, in the Bill. The hon’ble mover in his Statement of Objects 
on has stated that the certificate procedure was so summary that it 
used very carefully. He said— 
joners and Collectors were then consulted in order to ascertain if in the 
ice Other instances had arisen of public demands not falling within the 
Vil ae 1868, but which might well be made recoverable under its 
me nen ere SE aeeee, we eaension of thie cpecish areas 
it applic ea by ell pone, Saeieee of wnliquidsted, yable to officers 
whether acting on behalf of Government or on behalt of private individuals, 
‘estates have by law come under the management of those officers. Having 
ade yerapdderete come to the ne pary Bins any such limited 
} is in. a w n or advisable. " In this 
i by) expel lista uno oomviaienten to me about the 


Sis i -madtentlanl rth duo” dedewoniod,  Gmnbbéiddatin 
, ‘had included the recovery of the rents of pos 






























Wards in this measure. 4 rears € it did 
the a) ee which would justify an exceptior fe. 
The Co eve ts chargentt Warde’ ae wee ee eae nterested in the — 
management of ,such estates; but under the procedure laid down in the Bill he — 
would be the judge in cases connected with those estates. That, Banoo — 
Krsropas Pat submitted, was opposed to right principle. Rent suits some- — 
times involved questions of right and other complicated matters which were — 
best left to be dealt with by the civil courts. 4 

It was observable that the certificate of the Qollector under this Bill in — 
respect of this class of cases would not be absolute, but, as the hon’ble mover 
called it, ‘ @onditiunal,” and that Kberty was given to the aggrieved party to 
apply to the civil court for redress within a year of the making of the 
certificate. If, then, it was considered necessary that the ultimate remedy should 
be sought for in the civil eourt, he did not see the necessity of provid- _ 
ing for that class of cases the summary procedure of a certificate ; 1t would on. 
lead to additional expense, trouble, and harassment, and he considered 
much better that the procedure should be simplified, and suits for the 
recovery of rent dealt with by the civil court at once, than that the certificate 
procedure should be first gone through as provided in this Bill, and the same 
thing should be gone over again in a regular way before the civil court. As 
the subject of the simplification of the procedure for the recovery of arrears 
of rent was now before a Commission, and as he believed a Bill would be soon 
submitted by that Commission, he thought it would be well to leave the question 
of the realization of arrears of rent in estates in the hands of the Court of Wards — 
to the general law. He would therefore strongly oppose the introduction of this: 
provision in the Bill. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Darter said there were two points which it was right 
he should notice, because this a vriginated from the Board of Revenue, and 
had been prepared in consultati®n with him, and he was partly answerable for 
it. The first point was in connection with what had fallen from the hon’ble 
mover regarding the town of Calcutta; on further consideration Mr, _Damprer 
thought they should do better perhaps to leave Calcutta out of the operation — 
of the Bill. Under the Certificate Act the High Court held that the certificate 

rocedure ousted all other procedures which were prescribed by special Acts; 
if the certificate procedure was — no other procedure could be used, it 
was in supersession of all others which the Collector had. It was not quite” 
clear whether the existing Act applied to Calcutta or not. Upon that decision 
of the High Court a reference was made to the Board ss to whether the 
decision prevented the use of the certificate procedure in Calcutta; and in 
order to make the matter quite clear, a provision relating to Calcutta was 
introduced in this Bill. But Mr. Damprer thought it would be sufficient if it 
were made clear that this Bill did not apply to Calcutta, but he would make 
further enquiries on the subject. sha 

He would now approach the other question, and he was not surprised to 
hear the hon’ble mover of the Bill, who had so recently taken his seat im 
Council, speak of it as if it was a new question, and had never xgceived th 
attention of the Council. But hon’ble members who had been in Bouncil.& 
some years, and were acquainted with the history of its proceedings, wo 
remember that this point was not now approached for the first t 
was a verata tio whether rent in Wards’ estates should or sho 

- be recoverable by the summary procedure which was provided for the, 
of public demands. He was not going now to s on the prindéi 
he would reins Se Sloss ) ep Z is tigges Going 
Regulation 1799, the procedure © recovery of re 
estates was -the y procedure prescribed for the recove 

4 Government estatés, and it was so even in estates under 
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*8 was directly under the Collector, this procedure might be used, 
where there was a manager. But then came the construction put by 
High Court upon the meaning of the words “ holding direct from the 
ector.” The Court interpreted these words to apply only to those farmers 
__ and others whose tenures and holdings bad been created since the Collector 

came into the management of the estate. That, however, was certainly 

- not the intention of the Council, however imperfectly their intention might 
have been expressed in the law. Their intention was to draw the distine- 
tion between tenants on estates managed by the Collector without the inter- 
vention of a manager, and those to whi¢gh a manager under the Act was 
inted. When the Court of Wards’ Act of last year came up in Council, 

@ subject was discussed and considered. Section 63 of Act IX of 1879 pro- 
vided that “all arrears of rent due by farmers, undertenants, and ryots in 
respect of property under the charge of the Court (whether such rents have 
become due before or after the Court has taken charge) shall be recoverable as 
arrears of revenue, and shall constitute a demand under Bengal Act VII of 1868, 
or any similar Act for the time being in force ;” and that that provision was not 
passed without consideration would be observed from the next clause of the sec- 
‘tion, which enacted that ‘the last preceding clause shall not apply toarrearsof rent 
enhanced after issue of notice under section 13 of Act X of 1859, or under section 
14 of Bengal Act VIII of 1869, but of which the enhancement has not been 
agreed to by the person who is liable to pay the same, or has not been confirmed 
by a eR a court.” After passing that section of the Wards’ Act, it was 
thought that the matter was set at rest, but unfortunately under the certificate 
procedure the certificate must be for money due to the Collector or other 
officer; if the money was due to any other officer than the Collector, that 
officer had to make a demand on the Collector, and the Collector had there- 
upon to issue a certificate, and some one raised the question whether the manager 
ofa ward's estate was any “ other officer” within the meaning of the law; it 
was said that ‘other officer” meant other officer of the same class as the Col- 
lector. The money was not due to the Collector, because it was the ward’s 
money: therefore he could not make a certificate that the money was due to 
himself, and therefore he could only make it on the demand of some other 
officer; and no “ other officer” existed who was legally competent to certify 
that the amount was duc. Thus the section could not be worked at all. The 
matter was then referred for the opinion of the highest law officer of Govern- 
ment, and he advised that the manager of a ward’s estate did come under 
thé “denomination of ‘other officer ;” thus fortified, Mr. Damprer felt himself 
justified in letting things take their course. Then in an evil moment he, as it 
was considered doubtful, had thought it desirable that the opportunity of 
the amendment of the Public Demands Act should be taken to remove all 
ound of doubt and to make it quite clear that the manager was the “ other 
officér,” and thercupon the hon’ble mover of the Hill before the Council 
got up and announced that in this respect he was introducing a new provision 


er. 
 -Losg of stamp revenue had been referred to. Mr. Dampier might mention 
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'» ‘that in some Wards’ estates the Government revenue was falling into arrears 
' because'the rents could not be collected, and this not only in small estates, 
' but in large anes, and being estates in charge of the Court of Wards they 
could not be sold for arrears of revenue. So far therefore the withdrawal of 

ny ty for collecting rents in Wards’ estates would jeopardize the land 
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Ysie the Avvocate-Generat only wished to add afew words to 
eady been said. He quite supported the hon’ble member who 
n that this provision aid not for the first time state a proposition 
‘to the revenue procedure of the country, but it was enacted 
ew of giving the existing law precision ; and if the principle was now 

( is use of the Bill was removed, the Council would be 
‘which had existed for a great number of years. Although an 
d by the Court of Wards was not a Government estate, still 
‘was to a certain extent directly interested in the collection 
hat estate. When an estate came under the charge of the Court 
bo sold for arrears of revenue, and it behoved the 















officer in charge to in tho rent (as speedily as possible) in ‘order to 
pey the Governnient priaas, and in that way the ochtedtiée: of rents in 
ards’ estates became a matter as important to the Government as its own — 
revenue. : 
The Hon’pix Mr. O’Krveary said he agreed with the learned Advocate- 
General and the hon’ble member on his left (Mr. Damprer), that since the 
beginning of tho British rule in India realizations of rent in Wards’ estates were 
subject to exactly the same procedure as that in Government estates, and the 
reason was that the Government having taken charge of the estates and looked 
after them, considered itself justified,in recovering amounts due to the estate 
by the same process as in Government estates. Up to the passing of Act IV of 
1870 that was the law, but in that Act there was a distinction made between 
lands held under the Collector and lands held under a manager appointed by 
the Court of Wards, and that procedure had been followed up to the present 
day. He was not inclined to extend the procedure of the present Bill to 
managers ; he did not think as a’rule that the managers of the Court of Wards “4 
were much better than the ordinary agents connected with zemindars’ estates ; 
and he felt that to allow a manager to say that such and such an amount was 
due to him without requiring any further guarantee of the correctness of his. 
statement, was really going too far. Ho would be very much inclined to allow 
the procedure proposed in the Bill to stand if the statement of the manager 
was made upon oath, so that he could be prosecuted if he made a statement 
which he did not know to be true; but as the provision now stood, 
Me. O’Kryxaty did not think the Council would be justified in sanctioning its 
enactment. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Fretp said that the point to which he intended to 
invite attention as being new was this, the allowing the Collector, on the 
requisition of a Manager under the Court of Wards, to make a Certificate. 

He was well aware that under all the Court of Wards’ Regulations and Acts 
up to the present date, rent payable directly to the Collector was recoverable 
under the special procedure—a procedure analogous to it; but he believed that 
until a very short time back the question whether rent payable, not directly to 
the Collector, but to Managers under the Court of Wards, was recoverable 
under this procedure had never directly been raised or discussed. The 
question, it might be urged, was not new in principle; he contended asa 
matter of fact that it was new in practice—new in the instance. The Act of 
1875, which amended the Act of 1868, ran thus:—‘‘ Any arrears of rent 
payable to a Collector in charge of an estate or tenure on behalf of a pri 
person, &c.” The Court of Wards, Act passed last year omitted the words “to 
a Collector,” but it made arrears of rent due by farmers, undertenants and 
ryots in respect of b pieeief under the charge of the Court recoverable as 
. arrears of revenue. doubt then arose whether rent, if recoverable as arrears 

of revenue, and if payable, not to the Collector, but to a Manager, came 
within the definition of the word “demand.” That led to the consideration 
whether ‘‘any officer other than a Collector” in section 19 of the Act of 1868 
could be interpreted to include a Manager under the Court of Wards, There © 
was one opinion that it meant any officer qusdem generis, of the same class, « 
that is to say, any public officer. The other view was that “any officer” 
might be interpreted to include a Manager. He did not think it ’ 
intimate what his view was: but until that question arose, the question, — 
whether the Collector could on the requisition of a Manager under the Court 
of Wards issue a Certificate, was a question certainly new to tho, outside 
public, and new in practice under the Act of 1868. ic Ce eae 

His Hoxor rae Prvsipent, before putting the question that the Bill be 
read in Council, would say, as regards the quostion of principle that had been 
raised, that he must admit it seemed to have a great deal of force and. ys 















in it, and it was a subject which the Select Committee should carefully 
sider. It was not a matter which the Council could raise and di 
off-hand. He understood it was not the intention of the hon’ble 
raised this question to move a specific amendment, but to req 
_ Select Committee should consider it. It might be quite true, 
_ member on the right (Ma. Dampmer) said, that. the “histo 

_ although it had been rather confused at times, had bee 




















Je, rash acerca r the recovery of demands in estates under 
the managomen ernment officers, even though they were not the property * 
f Government. His Honor did not think it necessary to go back to the 
ice of 1799, because the summary procedure which existed then was not 
pe esent certificate procedure, and bore no sort of resemblance to it. Then 
i Act of 1870 a clear distinction was drawn in section 4 as to estates 
» managed khas and those managed through a manager or agent, and he thought 
the necessity for making that distinction showed how unsound was the 
principle of: bringing Wards’ estates undgr the procedure of that Act; the 
section provided that under direct management of the Collector the special 
procedure might be accepted, but not whete Wards’ estates were under the 
oe of managers, showing the doubts that existed in the minds of the framers 
of that measure. Therefore it could not be said that the principle of the 
Sac in the present Bill was absolutely affirmed in 1870. It would no 
oubt be said that if the special procedure was absolutely necessary to ensure 
the recovery of a sufficient amount of rent to meet the Government demand, 
the same security was necessary for all estates in the country. It should be 
remembered that special powers were given to Government, because it was not 
holding as a private individual, but as a trustee forthe public. Government had 
no individual interests in the collection of its dues and was not likely to 
be influenced by selfish or unjust motives, but that was not the case where the 
interests of a private estate were concerned. Where estates were managed by 
the Court of Wards it was not the interests of the public which were being 
arded and protected, but the interests of a private indi 





ividual, the loss or profit 

id not affect the public revenues, but the revenues of a private estate, and 
therefore the question of Wards’ estates differed altogether from Government 
estates. Then, further, the wholesale adoption in such cases of this procedure 
would be a serious injury to the public revenue, because, if the special pro- 
cedure were applied to the recovery of rent in all Wards’ estates, th» loss of 
revenue under the Stamp Act would be very large indeed. On the whole, he 
thought it desirable that the Select Committee should consider very care- 
fully the whole principle whether the grounds which made it necessary to 
have a summary procedure for the recovery of Government demands applied 
to the management of Wards’ estates. He should be very glad, in consequence 
of whut had passed, if the Committee would give to the subject their serious 
consideration when the Bill was laid before them. 

_The motion was then agreed to, and the Bill referred to a Select Committee 
Pay. Se of the Hon’ble the Advocate-General, the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier, 
the Ho *ble Mr. O’Kinealy, the Hon’ble Syud Ameer Hossein, the Hon'ble ~ 
Kristodas Pal, the Hon’ble Peary Mohun Mookerjee, and the mover, with. 
instructions to report in a fortnight. 
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of the Council o: the Liew enant-Go 
of Bengal for the purpose of making — 


Thursday, the 25th March 1880. : 


PRESENT : m, es 
His Honor rae Lrevrenant-Governor or Benga, Presiding. ae ee 
The Hon’sie C. T. Buckiaky, Z 
The Hon’sue H. L. Damprer, 

The Hoy’site A. Mackenzir, 

‘The Hon’sie J. O’Kineaty, 

The Hon’sie Syep Ameer Hossetn, 

The Hon’ste Kristopas Pat, ¢.1.8., Rat Banapoor, F 

The Hon’sie C. D. Frexp, i1.0., " sgl 
and ' 

The Hon’str Peary Monun Mooxenrsee. 


HOWRAH BRIDGE ACT, AMENDMENT. | 


Tue How’pie Mr. Mackenzie moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend 
the Howrah Bridge Act, 1871. Under Act IX of 1871, which provided for the 
construction and maintenance of the Howrah Bridge, the Lieutenant-Governor 
had power to transfer the management of the bridge to the Port Commis- 
sioners, who would then occupy the position of Bridge Commissioners under 
fhe Act. The bridge had been constructed shortly after the passing. of 
the Act, and the Port Commissioners had been appointed Commissioners for 
the management of the bridge. As the Council was aware, on certain stated 
days in the week the bridge had to be opened for the passage of ships, and on 
those occasions the whole traffic between Calcutta and Howrah would be stopped, 
unless some other means of crossing the river were provided. Accordingly, at 
a very early period of the management, it was arranged, with the sanction of 
Government, that the Port Commissioners should take over the Railway Com- 

’s ferry steamers to carry passengers and goods, and keep up communication — 
in the event of an accident happening to the bridge. They had also been 
compelled, in connection with the working of the bridge, and to prevent injury 
to the bridge and to’ships passing through it, to purchase and maintain certain — 
tug steamers. But it so happened that Act 1X of 1871 only gave dees 
powers to apply the funds to the construction and maintenance of the eo 
and of the approaches thereto. As a matter of fact, however, the Commissioners — 
had up to date, with the sanction of Government, carried on the fe vice, 
as well as maintained tug steamers for hauling vessels through the bridge; — 
and it was warped necessary for the continuance of the traffic and trade of — 
the ay that they should do so. eee] 

There was another circumstance which necessitated the introduction of — 
this Bill at the present time. The Armenian Ghit was originally the terminus 
of the East Indian Railway; and when the terminus was removed to» Howrah of, 
the Company still maintained the ghit office as a receiving.depdt for parcel and * 
goods delivered by merchants in Calcutta, the Port Commissioners doing th 
work of carrying over the goods to Howrah. There was a_ certain ‘ads 
to the public in giving delivery of their goods to the Railway Gom 
Caleutta; it -gave them a cause of action in the Court of Small C 
Calcutta, and it was therefore desirable that there should be a dept 
delivery of goods in Calcutta. But arrangements had now been 
between the Railway Company and the Port Commissioners by 

had been transferred to the Port Commissioners, and it was prc 
e transit of from Armenian Ghat to the Railway at Howre 
managed entirely by the Commissioners. The ce 
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"_ 'Phose were the objects of the Bill Mr. Mackenzie now asked leave -to 
introduce. Unfortunately, owing to the pressing nature of the business, there 
had been no time to ¢irculate the Bill before, but copies would be placed in 
‘the hands of the members in the éourse of the meeting. The first section of 
the Bill ran thus— * , 

y oa ci Act shall be, and shall be deemed to have always been, a part of Bengal Act 1X 
That is to say, it gave the Commissioners indemnity for things done by 
them with the.sanction of Government. Ard the 2nd section provided— 

“ Tt shall be lawful for the Commissioners, with the sanction of the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Bengal, to build or acquire in any manner whatsoever such steam or other vessels 
as they may think fit, and to employ the same or any of them in towing vessels through 
the bridge and generally in the service of the bridge ; and also in carrying goods, merchan- 

dize, and passe to and from such places in Calcutta and Howrah as may from time to 

“~ time be fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor, and to book and receive goods, merchandize, 

and passengers at any such places, and to make and levy such fees and p soon as may from 
time to time be prescribed by the Lieutenant-Governor for the aforesaid duties and services.” 

TheBill, it would be seen, was a very short and very simple one, and he 
would now ask leave to introduce it. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’stx Mr. Mackenzie said that as this Bill was of such a simple 
character, and the matter was a pressing one, and the Session of the Council 
was drawing to a close, he would ask His Honor the President to suspend the 
Rules for the conduct of business in order that the Bill might at once be read 
in cil and referred to a Select Committee. 

e Presipent having declared the Rules suspended, the Bill was read in 
Council and referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. 
O’Rinealy and the mover, with instructions to report at the next meeting of 
the Council. 


ROAD AND PROVINCIAL PUBLIC WORKS CESSES. 


On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampter the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating to local rating for 
the construction charges and maintenance of roads and other means of commu- 
nication, and of provincial public works, was taken into consideration in order to 
the’settlement of the clauses of the Bill, and the clauses of the Bill were consi- 
dered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 

In section 2, line 2 of the Proviso, the Hon’ste Mr. Dampier moved the 
substitution of the words ‘immovable property” for “lands.” The amend- 
rent was an obvious one; the Bill seme amarbls property, and not only 
lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Dampier moved to omit the definition of ‘ Collector” in 
section 4, and to insert the following definition of ‘‘ The Collector” after the 
definition of ‘ Tenure” :— 

“The Collector meatis— 

{ _ ... I,—When used in reference to revenue-paying estates and lands comprised therein, to 
; Pp ings connected therewith, and to the assessment and levy of taxes in 
_ respect thereof, the Collector or other similar officer in whose revenue roll such 
estate is borne. 

TI, —When used in reference to revenue-free estates and lands comprised therein, to 
Casa all ings connected therewith, and to the assessment and levy of taxes in 
/-- respect thereof, the Collector or other similar officer on whose general register 

-*___ of Pevenue-free lands such lands are borne. 
Sdilector of the district” means the officer in charge of the revenue administration 
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estate lay, but by the Collector on whose towjee” it was borne. When it was — 
intended to specify the Collector's don Snpreltin to the District Road Cém- . 
mittee, the expression ‘Collector of the district ” was used, which obvi 
meant the Collector of the geographical district: . 

e motion was agreed to. = 

The Hoy’ste Mx. Dampier moved to omit section 19 and substitute the 
following :— 

“19. From and after the expiry of the time allowed by the notice, or of any extended 
timo under the provisions of section 17, every holder of an estate or tenure in respect of 
which such notice has been served shall be precluded from suing for or recovering rent for 
any land or tenure situate in any estate or tenure in respect of which no return has been 
lodged as aforesaid. 

The Collector may send a list to the Civil Oourt of all such holders so making default in 
lodging returns as aforesaid, and such Court shall take judicial notice of the same. * 

Whenever the required return is lodged in respect of any estate or tenure, or whenever 
the valuation of any such estate or tenure has been otherwise completed, the ae : 
imposed on the holder thereof by this section shall cease ; and if such estate or tenure 1 
have been included in any list as aforesaid, the Collector shall forthwith give notice to the 
Civil Court of the cessation of such disability. i 

19A. Every holder of an estate or tenure in respect of which a return has been made 
as required by this chapter shall be precluded from suing for or recovering— 

(a) any rent whatsoever for any land, holding, or tenure forming part of the estate 
or tenure to which such return relates, but which has not been mentioned in such 
return, unless it be proved that the holding or tenure for the rent of which the 
rent is claimed was created subsequently to the lodging of such return ; 

(4) rent at any higher rate than is mentioned in such return for any land, holding, or 
tenure included in such return, unless it be proved that the rent of sugh land 
or tenure has been lawfully enhanced subsequently to” the lodging such 


return. 

Provided that the Collector may at his discretion, at any time within six months from 
the presentation of any return made under this Part, receive a petition correcting any such 
return ; : 

and on the acceptance of such petition, and on payment of the amount of cess due from 
the date when the corrected valuation came into foree, rent at the rate shown in the corrected 
‘return may be recovered. Such notices as the Collector may direct shall be served upon the 


parties affected by such petition at the expense of the person lodging the return as afore- 
said.” 


These sections were merely a re-arrangement of section 19 as it stood in 
the Bill. Section 19 mixed up two different things. It mixed up the case in 
which no returns were made by the zemindar, and the consequence: of which 
was that he might not sue for rent at all; and secondly, the case in which, 
having made returns, he could not sue any tenant for a higher amount than was 
shown therein. ‘The two cases were perfectly distinct. 

The motion was a to. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Damprer moved to omit the following words which stood - 
as the last clause of section 22 :— 

rp mA holder of land on whom such notice may have been served in respect of any 
lands , if the Collector so order, be deemed to be a tenure-holder for the purposes of 
assessment and levy of the cesses in respect to such lands.” ) ar 

This was to meet a case where a man returned as a cultivating ryot had { 
been served with notice by the Collector and had been ordered to file a return — 
of the rent which he receives; then according to section 22 the Collector 
might assess him as a yet on the rent which he received, and not on the rent 
which he paid. It might come to the Collector’s notice that the man had - 
been wrongly classed as a ryot, and that he ought to be returned as a tenure-_ 
holder. And in lieu of the clause which Mr, Dampier proposed to omit from — 
22, he would move to insert the following section after section 23:— = = 

“238A, If it shall a: to the Collector that any person notic 
served under section 22 been wrongly classed in the return as a oultivat 
lector may direct that the entry be corrected, that 
aa and thereupon snch ee (Pe Goomned tabs 9 eer ae 
the assessment and levy of the assessment in respect of the lands held by him.” 
_. The motion was put and agreed to 
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‘the extent of whose ‘share or i in such estate is recorded in any 
: ogistor of lands.” .This Metiodcecet, he said, arose from the special 
definition of “tenure” given in the Bill, and the different meaning which the 
word had in ordinary revenue working. The point of section 44 was that 
when ‘a recorded shareholder paid his own proportion of the cess, and also the 
cess upon theshares of other recorded shareholders, then he might call upon 
the Collector to recover the sum so paid by him from the other shareholders 
the certificate summary procedure in the same way as a public demand was 
recoverable. It was very simple in the cdse of estates in the ordinary sense 
of the word, of which there was a general register under the Land Registra- 
tion Act, and of which the shareholders were registered. But it was also 
proposed to give the same privilege to shareholders in what were ordinarily 
called ‘‘ tenures”—tenures in estates belonging to Government, of which a 
register would not be kept in the general register of revenue-free lands, bat 
“in some other register which the Collector, as the representative of Government, 
the proprietor of the estate, kept of the tenures of the estate. What was wanted 
was that,any person who was recorded as the proprietor of a tenure in a regis- 
ter which the Collector kept might recover by the certificate procedure from 
his co-sharers. These tenures paid revenue direct to Government, and there- 
fore, under the special definitions of the Act, came not under the head of 
tenures, but of estates, and the section had been so altered now as to fit it to 
the state of things. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The How’sty Mr. Damrier moved to insert the words ‘“ which may 
heréafter become due to such holder” after “cess” in line 12 of section 46D. ; 
and to substitute the word ‘other” for ‘‘lower” in line 13 of the same 
section. The first of these amendments, he said, was a mere explanation ; 
but the second amendment involved something substantial. Te section as it 
stood assumed that the Collector might only lower the value of rent-free lands 
included in the zemindar’s returns; even if he found that the zemindar had 
under-valued instead of over-valuing, the Collector had no power to raise the 
valuation. A case might oceur in which the zemindar might under-value; in 
such a case the public revenues ought to get the benefit of the assessment 
which the Collector thought proper. 

The motion was agreed to. 

In section 51, lines 17 to 20, the Hon’ste Mr. Dastprer moved to omit 
the words “from the year in which the valuation took effect, according to 
the return of the estate or tenure in which his land ought to have been 
included,” and to substitute the words ‘for the three years next preceding.” 
The section required the holders of rent-free lands to ascertain whether the 
holder of the estate in which his land was situate had included his rent-free 
land; if he had not done so the lakhirajdar might himself make a return, 
and thus free himself from the zemindar’s clutches. The land ought perhaps 
to have been included in the zemindar’s return five or six P deer: previously, but 
‘under the limitation of the law cess upon such land could only be recovered 
for a period of three years after it became due ; it was therefore useless assuming 
that bbe rent-free holder would pay arrears for any longer period. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The ses'are tins Damprer moved to insert the following section after 
_ section 62F. The section was of a merely formal character :— 
“62G. Tho Collector oy 4 - any time with the sanction of the Commissioner revoke 


- any order seen under section and shall give notice of such revocation both to the 
holder of revenue-free estate affected and to the holder of the other estate to which such 
















was annexed.” ’ 


» section was oy to. 
sections 67 and 70 formal and verbal amendments were made on the 
of the Hon’ste Mr. Dawrrer. % 





pmotion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damrier the following clauses were 
er clause (d) of section 70, which empowered the Board of Revenue 
for certain purposes :— 


ing, keoping, and closing of separate accounts in respect of 
Sey Aecaetet orebeer .f Te reRiRINN Silents pipreted in 
, = ai Mg : 










aes 
Si 


The How’ste Prary Monun Mooxersenssaid he-thought section 51 of the 
Bill was open to several objections. It mae tage agreed in Select — 
Committee that no stranger should be allowed to inspéet or examine these — 
returns. But this section allowed any person calling himself rightly or 
wrongly a lakhirajdar to inspect any return. In the second place, consider- 
ing the circumstances under which the zemindars omitted or neglected to make 
a return of rent-free holdings in their estates, section 48 of this Bill provided 
for the filing of supplementary returns in respect of rent-free holdings in estates 
and tenures. But section 51 made that. provision altogether nage by 
providing that rent-free holders might make returns of rent-free holdings even 
on the day after the date of the passing of the Act, without giving zemindars and 
the holders of estates and tenures any time at all to put in their supplementary 
returns. The last objection to which this section was open was that it was 
rather obscure in language; it might bring on collision between zemindars and 
went-free holders, and unnecessarily give rise to numberless disputes con-. 
cerning the validity of the claims of rent-free holdings. He thought it ver 
desirable that it should be expressly provided that no cess should be payable 
for the same land both as rent-paying and rent-free. On these grounds 
he moved that the following section be substituted for section 51 :— 


“ Section 51.—Every owner and holder of rent-free land who, within six months after be 
passing of this Act, shall not be called upon by the holder of the estate or tenure of whi 
his lands are deemed to form a part to pay road cess and public works cess in respect of such 
land, may himself, after the expiry of that time, make a return of his land in the said form, 
and may pay to the Collector the full amount of cesses due from him for the three'years 
next preceding. 

Provided that nothing in this section shall authorize the Collector to receive any sum 
as cess under this section in respect of any land which the holder of such estate or tenfire 
can show to be included by him in his return as rent-paying.” 


(¢) regulating the proceedings of Collectors under Chapter Voof this Act.” * 





The Hon’ste Mr. Dampter said this was a very important section and one 
in which landholders took a great deal of interest. The Council would observe 
that an entirely new chapter had been introduced in order to force landholders 
te act up to their obligations in respect of entering in their returns for the 
purposes of this Bill those rent-free lands which were included within the 
ambit of their estates. Under the Act which was about to be repealed, 
zemindars were bound to include in their returns all lakhiraj lands which lay 
within their estates, but practically in nine cases out of ten these lands were not 
so included ; the zemindars had in fact no knowledge of the existence of these 
rent-free holdings, and they did not wish to have to pay for them ; it was strongly 
to their interest not to returnthem. And so these persons escaped taxation alto- 
gether for the purposes of the Bill. The chapter which the Select Committee 
introduced endeavoured to give effect to what was the original intention of the 
law : it provided inducements to the zemindars not to omit to return these rent- 
free lands. It gave them fifty 7 cent. on the amount which the rent-free — 
holder was required to pay; and there were provisions in detail for the making 
of supplementary returns to supply omissions occurring in former returns 
—voluntary omissions possibly most of them. Then it was said that a rent- 
free holder was bound to satisfy himself in respect of the return in which he — 
ought to be included: if the zemindar had omitted him, the rent-free holder- 
might make a return of his own land, and claim the right of paying the cess — 
directly to the Collector in future instead of through the zemindar, th 
saving himself from penalties for not having paid in time to the zemindar, a 
soon. The hon’ble member opposite objected to section 51 on three ground 
first, because the lakhirajdar was required to inspect the zemindars’ return 
hon’ble member said that it was agreed in Select Committee that the ze 
returns were not to be open to the public in general, and to say to the lal 
he wust inform himself was to the returns to his foupaetidet: Mr. D 

i was not prepared to meet dasetiection at present, aud must reserve he 
deration of it: he believed the Select Committee did not come to a ¢ 
conclusion on this peat ‘Then the hon’ble mover of the amendment said 
in time should be given within which the zemindar might return lakh 
k Jakhirajdars could themselves come, ins That was a poin 
deration also, and Mr. Dampier was to give somevy 
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fuleram by which ho should claim, and try to establish w claim to hold lends rent, 
free to which in reality he was not so entitled. It was objected that in the course 


of years the fact of a lakhirajdar having made a claim to 10 bigahs instead 
of 5 would practicélly become pis bye agednst the zomindar, and ye that the 
yemindars had great objection. They said: ‘‘ If once we include any given land 
in our returns (whether rightly or wrongly) as rent-paying, that should he 
enough ;” the lakhirajdar should not be entitled to come forward and say “ it is 

-my rent-free land.” ‘T’o this Mr. Damprer evould reply that he thought the 
Government was quite at liberty to say “ if the lakhirajdar likes to come forward 
and to pay a second addition of the cess, let him do so, but his doing so will 
be no sort of evidence against the zemindar.” 


_ His Honor tHe Presipent remarked that a memorial had “been circu- 
lated only that day from the British Indian Association in which some 
representation was made in reference to the section under discussion; he 
thought the Council should be allowed some time to consider the matter before . 
it was finally determined. 


The further consideration of the motion was postponed. 
Section 10 of the Bill ran as follows :— 


“10. The proceeds of the Public Works Cess shall be paid into the public treasury, 
and shall be applied—(1) to the payment of such contributions to the District Road Fund 
as the Lieutenant-Governor may think hy a in consideration of the said cess being assessed 
and collected jointly with the Road Cess by establishments paid from the District Road 
Fund ; and (2) to the construction charges and maintenance of Provincial Public Works, 
and to the payment of interest on capital which may have been expended, or which may 
hereafter be expended on such works in such manner as the Lieutenant-Goveruor may 
dirett.”’ 

The Hon’sLte Knristopas Pat moved the insertion of the following words 
after the word ‘‘ works” -—‘‘ likely to protect the country against the occurrence 
of famine,” and the addition of these words at the end of the section, ‘‘ and to 
relief of sufferings from famine.” 


He also moved the insertion of the following section after section 10:— 


“ Accounts of the moneys received and expended on acoount of the Public Works Cess 
under the provisions of this Act shall be kept in such form as the Lieutenant-Governor may 


be, and a statement showing the receipts, expenditure, and balance of the Public 
Works Cess shall be published annually in the Calcutta Gazette.” 


He said it would be convenient to take the two amendments together, 
which referred to the application of the proceeds of the public works cess to 
famine purposes, and to the keeping of the accounts of the cess. 


He had to apologize to the Council for taking upon himself the respon- 
sibility of raising the very important question which the first amendment 
involved ; it Was a question which he should submit legitimately fell within the 
functions of the Executive Government; it could only be settled by the 
Government of Bengal in communication with the Government of India. hen 
he raised the question, he did so because the declarations made in the other 
Council, and also in this Council, fully justified him in demanding that the 
of the Public Works Cess should be applied to the purposes of famine 
as originally intended. In 1877, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, on behalf of 
the Go ent of India, enunciated a scheme of famine taxation, and» the 

ublic W Cess was a part of that scheme. The people of Bengal sub- 
to it in view of the benevolent object which it was intended to accomplish 
hi” the cy of that tax. In propounding the -necessity for special 
m for execution of works likely to protect the country from the occur- 
the Hon’ble the Fiance Minister said— 
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When the Hon’ble Mr. Reynolds introduced the Public Works Coss Bill 
into this Council in 1877, he gave the reasons which induced the Bengal 
Government to bring forward that measure. It was urged that the iit. 50 
Governor had been called upon by the Government of India to provide a 
certain annual contribution for the ae of interest upof capital laid out 
upon certain works; those works were the three great irrigation canals on the - 
Soane, in Orissa, and at Midnapore, and the State Railways of Port Canning, 
Nulhatee, Northern Bengal, and Tirhoot. He calculated the charge for interest 
on the Irrigation Works at Rs. 20,69,000, and the working expense in excess 
of the. receipts at Rs. 1,50,000, making a total charge of Rs. 22,19,000 on 
account of canals. The charge for interest on account of State Railways was 
Rs. &,21,000, and the nett earnings and amount of traffic receipts in excess of 
working expenses was Rs. 2,93,000, reducing the total charge on account of 
railways to Rs. 5,28,000. Taking the two heads of Irrigation and Railways 
together, the sum for which the Bengal Government was to be held sesscneithe 
amounted fo Rs. 27,47,000. But this was not all. Mr. Reynolds farther 
said— : 

“It had been laid cove Oy the Government of India that it was necessary to introduce 
a system of provincial and 1 responsibility for the provision of local relief in the event 
of a famine. It was true that Bengal was happily less liable to the contingency of famine 
than other parts of India; but the two great calamities which had befallen these provinces 
within the last twelve years must have shown that the contingency of famine was one which 
we could not afford altogether to overlook.” 

And so, as the hon’ble mover of the Bill stated, the balance of Public 
Works Cess should be applied to famine purposes. In alluding to these state- 
ments Banoo Kristopas Pav’s object was to show distinctly the character of the 
Public Works Cess; it was, as boat y observed, a part ne parcel of the scheme 
inaugurated by the Government of India in 1877. On referring to the iast 
Financial Statement, it would be found that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
a much stress on this distinctive character uf the Public Works Cess. He 
sal — 

“Taking together the measures adopted in the two years 1877 and 1878, the first new 
——. was the Public Works Cess imposed on the fend of Bengal: this yielded in 1878-79 
£355,590.” 

Then he went on to discuss the question whether, if there was a probability 
of a surplus, the License J’ax Act should be repealed, or the Public Works 
Cess should be remitted. He said— 

“Considering that precisely the same reasons were given by the Government and 
a by the Legislature for imposing fresh taxation on the prey and on the agricul- 

classes, with the object of protecting the eountry against the financial consequences of 
famine, and — stress was laid upon our desire to make the burden fall with 
approximate equality on each of these clasees, ii would be difficult, for the present Govern- 
ment at least, to accept any proposition for treating them differently now. In fact it 
would be hardly possible to maintain the cesses on the land, if the tax on trades wore 
abolished. It might be more possible to deiend the abolition of the cesses onethe land and 
the maintenance of the tax on trades.” 

Now Bazoo Kristopas Pat hoped he had said enough to shew that the 
character of the Public Works Cess was specific; that it was intended chiefly 
to be applied to purposes connected with famine, but, as a matter of fact, he was. 
sorry to say that it had not been so applied. Excepting the works which were 
pointed out by the hon’ble mover of the Bill, viz. the irrigation canals and 
railways, some of which were not cery connected with famine at all, he did not 
know to what other works the Public Works Cess had been applied. Under the 
law it was the duty of the Government of Bengal to publish accounts of the fu; 
raised under the Act; that was a solemn obligation imposed by an Act of 
Legislature, but that obligation, he was constrained to say, had not been fulfill 
There might be good and valid reasons for this departure from the law; no 
reasonable had hitherto been stated; the only reason given the he 
mover of the present <a that is hed bi Senod mpos 
givesuch an accoant. Basoo Krisropas Pat did not think it could 
jae that the Ane eee could not devise a system ¢ 

ut would give a fair ut of the expenditure of the P 
Parliament had repeatedly laid stress on the publication of authent 
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Be ar declared that a separate account should be kept and published, but 
not been done, tie might be told that the accounts he called for 
a be seen in the Administration Report of the Government of Bengal. 
With due | ce he submitted that that book was neither widely circulated 
nor widely , and the public at large could not be expected to know 
what was contained in it; but even there the accounts were jumbled up, so 
much so, that it was difficult to follow a precise line as to the application 
of the cess. The cost of the works was given, but where the money came 
from could not be traced. He might be answered that the aecount he called for 
was 9 enough. The Government had to make over to the Imperiaktreasury 
Rs. 27,00,000 as stated by Mr. Reynolds, and that no further details need- be 
iven ; but as he had already pointed out, from the statement of the Finance 
inister, the mace of the cess amounted to more than Rs. 55,00,000 and 
after paying the amount of the contract, if he might so term it, ent into 
between the Government of Indiaand the Government of Bengal in 1877, there 
would be a balance of Rs, 8,00,000 left, and how was that balance appro- 
priated? That balance of eight lakhs would cover the interest upon borrowed 
capital of two millions for Public Works in Bengal ; if that fund was available, 
the Bengal Government could execute all those important railway communi- 
cations which wero considered so necessary, and the tax-payers would have the 
satisfaction of knowing that the money they had been paying had been spent 
within the country, and would be applied to their own benefit. But the 
misfortune was they did not know where the money had gone to. It had 
always been his painful duty to remind the Council that Bengal, though the 
most productive province of India in a financial point of view, though yielding 
the largest amount of revenue as compared with all the other provinces, had 
had from, he might say, the beginning ofthe century but scant justice 
done to it in regard to financial matters. When the Public Works Cess was 
introduced, he endeavoured to give a sketch of the financial history of Bengal, 
and in that review he quoted the opinions of Sir John Peter Grant and 
Sir George Campbell with regard to the very scant justice done to the claims 
of Bengal ; and in noticing that review, His Honor the President was pleased 
to say— 

“Sir John Grant pointed out that nothing had been done for Bengal in the way of 
smugeeg % Sunde fer opening out communications up to 1861, and Sir George Campbell 
had said that very little had been done since, which was no doubt true. But it 
to His Honor that if the hon’ble member had been arguing in favour of this Bill, he could 
not have adduced any stronger argument than that of those two gentlemen, because they 
warited to show that whatever was raised in Bengal was spent elsewhere, and that Bengal 
did not receive its fair share of its own revenues. ‘The object of the present system of decen- 
tralization was to put a re § to that state of things, and to secureto Bengal a certain amount 
of the revenue which it had to raise for itself.” 

Banoo Krisropas Pat appealed again to the hon’ble members to say whether 
‘that declaration had been fulfilled, whether Bengal had been allowed to spend 
the mo she was required to raise by the imposition of the Public Works 
Cess. He had told them that the bulk of the proceeds of the tax which was 
declared applicable to the payment of interest for certain works went to meet 
charges which had hitherto been borne by the Imperial Exchequer; but he 
was not in a position to show what His Honor the President was pleased to 
Eonar eat the money that was raised was spent in Bengal. His Honor went 

7 A and said— ‘ * 
In nearly native newspaper which he had taken u lately, he had seen Bengal 
‘hes ilch cow of India. The object of this eum se to remedy the state 
28) had led to the common use of this phrase, to enable Bengal to use a little of 
it now contributed for the benetit of other provinces, and to substitute 
eral taxation of which they could have no account, and from which they should 
le benefit, a system under which they were to impose their own taxation and 

opment and expenditure of their own finances.” 

y. were promised the use of their own milk, but he was afraid that 
d come into their mouths; they were told that in general taxation 
no accounts, but that, if they were to impose their own taxation 
their own finances, _ Kursropas Pat had pointed 
not been given: that had been their position as 
proceeds of the Public Works Qess. He should 
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wish it to be distinetly tnderstood that he did:not-oppose the principle upon 
which the cess had been imposed. He did not for a moment question the 
noble and beneficent motives which actuated the Government in inaugurating 
the scheme of famine taxation, but he did contend that money gaised in Ben 
should be spent in Bengal, and that the tax-payers had a right to know how 
money had been applied. His object was to strengthen the hands of Government 
in this respect. e 
None had more strongly urged than His Honor the necessity for the 
execution of those famine insurance works which had been anitounced by the 
Governmént of India two years ago. At a recent meeting of the Mec 
Council, His Honor advanced cogent reasons why those works should 
proceeded with. As regards expenditure upon productive works generally, 
Basog Kuisropas Pat believed the Government of Bengal must act under the 
orders of the Government of India; but when a separate fund was constituted 
under a distinct Act of this Legislature, and power was given to the Lieutenant- 
Governor to apply it to particular purposes, he did not think that the special 
sanction of the Government of India was necessary. And if the Public Works 
Oess Act had distinctly laid down the purposes to which the cess would bes 
applicable, the Government of Bengal would have been quite competent to 
carry out those purposes without reference to the Government of India. 
Believing that to be the case, he thought it was desirable that the law should 
contain a distinct provision that the proceeds of the cess should be applicable 
to specific purposes, and that the public should be furnished with accounts of the 
expenditure of the mane 
He would not trouble the Council with further remarks on this point, but 
he hoped hon’ble members would bear in mind that in moving this amend- 
ment he simply asked the Councij to give effect to the declarations which,- as 
he had pointed out, had from time to time been.made in the upper Council, ‘as 
also in this Council, as to the purposes to which the proceeds of the Pablic 
Work Cess should be applied; and in calling for the publication of accounts, he 
simply repeated a provision which existed in the Cess Act about to be 
cepenied. . 
The How’ste Mr. Dawprrer said the immediate object of the amendment 
* was to protest against the omission from the present Bill of a clause which 
now stood in the Provincial Publie Works Cess Act requiring that an account 
of the monies levied should be published annually by the Government im the 
Caleutla Gazette. ‘\his omission was discussed in Select Committee, and it 
was made under the immediate orders of the Lieutenant-Governor. As the 
hon’ble gentleman who had just spoken said, there were ig Pree and cogent 
reasons for the omission. He could understand his hon’ble friend as represent- 
ing the public wishing to have an explanation of those reasons ; but he could not 
understand his professing to entertain serious doubts as to whether the money 
raised by this cess was expended in Bengal or not. However, as this 
several other important amendments which stood in his hon’ble friend’s 
of amendments affected the Financial Department of the Government of Bengal, 
it would be more strictly proper that the Financial to the _ 
Government should give VE reasons, Mr. Damprer therefore pees : 


explain the motives and the reasons which induced the Government to 











the omission of the clause in question. ™ 
*The Hon’sie Mr. Mackenzir said:—“ To the proposal thatthe Gc 
ment should be bound by law to spend the proceeds of the Public Worl 


» solely upon works for the prevention or relief of famine, the Goverr 
I think, offer an tunqualified resistance. I am not sorry, however, | 
hon’ble member opposite has raised the question, because it gives 
opportunity of meeting, and I trust of once for all dispelling sc 
misconceptions, ‘in which the hon’ble member 
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exp as should enable tlie ent to meot;from ordinary revenues, * 
1) all charges for the ¥elicf of fatace (°) all. charge’ for unremunerative 
Works ; and (3) all charges ren necessary by unforeseen ordinary 
demands, or by urgent fiscal reforms, including under this third heading the 
growing charges for exchange. He pointetl out that the only means by which 
improvement in the financial sposition could be gained wete (1) 
fresh taxation, of) reduction of expenditure, or (3) increased productiveness 
of existing sources of revenue ; or lastly, a combination of these means.“In ordér 
tothe development of existing sources of revenue, and the restriction of 
existing administrative expenditure, the extension of the decentralization scheme, 
as ina in 1871-72 by Lord Mayo’s Government, had been resolved 
upon. But that was in itself not sufficient to secure the necessary surplus folthe 
Imperial Exchequer. It did little more than guard the Imperial Government 
inst further demands under certain great heads of administrative expenditure, 
while enlisting the co-operation of the local Governments in securing a . 
moderate development of certain ordinary heads of revenue. It was therefore 
proposed to%make each local Government responsible “not only for the manage- 
ment of many of the great Public Works that were being constructed with 
borrowed money, but also to throw upon those Governments the charges which — 
such works might entail.” ’ 


Now, one argument put forward by Sir John Strachey for this transfer of 
charge was certainly based on the patent fact that railways and irrigation canals 
do help to protect the localities served by such works from famine or its effects. 
But the main justification of the proposal lay in the statement that the works 
to be thus Jprnsterred were primarily works of provincia! or local utility, 

r the special benefit of certain districts and places. ‘ All that 
we now desire (said Sir John Strachey) is to enforce provincial responsibility 
for works of provincial utility.” ‘‘ We desire to throw upon every province, 
so far as this is now practicable, the responsibility for meeting the cost of ' 
its own local requirements.” The local Governments were left to consider 
how far the charges thus thrown upon them could be recovered from the ~ 
people primarily benefited, and what portion would have to be met by the” 
province at Jarge. This, and nothing more than this, was the scheme for 
improving the position of the Imperial finances, so far as it was expounded in 
March 1877 ; and it was in accordance with this scheme that a Bill for the levy.” 
of a compulsory irrigation rate on lands and the Provincial Public Works Ces 
Bill were immediately thereafter introduced in this Council. 

The questi'ms thus discussed were, Sir John Strachey admitted, intimately” 
connected with the finance of famine relief, and the enforcement of local respon- 
sibility for the relief of famines; but on that matter no positive conclusion had, + 
he said, been then come to. And the Government in March 1877 distinctly 

for future consideration all plans of meeting the cost of such relief 
ireétly from localsources. The only point so far settled was that the Govern- © 
ment of Ben Cogpnsize the argument to the matter now in hand) should 
d mx ocally for meeting the charges on account of its productive Publie 
present, and to come. 
mbers of the Council will turn with me now to the speech 
earetary to Government (Mr. Reynolds) when introducing the 
o46Bill on the 3lst March 1877, they will find it clearly sta 
ed taxation was necessary to enable this Government (1) 
ity thrown upon it for terest on the capital cost of its railways 
to provide for the completion and extension of those w 
ll unfinished ; (8) to provide for such new works as mi i be 
ongal; and (4) to secure a surplus and reserve fund in | 
of local relief in the eyent of famine. It has always, seémed 
of the explicit reservation of the famine q by . 
‘ on of this fourth object was at the ‘time — 
But it serves to make even more clear the poimt — 
jow that the Provincial Public Works. 
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er famine relief, but ihtended to bein the hands of the local Gover t a’ 
©» fiscal engine for maintaining and improving \itsgeneral financial position, and 
* enabling it to mect from ‘its general provincial balances the heavy 
responsibility thrown upon it by the policy of the Supreme Government, a — 
responsibility which might eventually come to include charges for the relief of 
Joeal distress not being of a general character. As explained by the President 
himself at page 32 of the Council Proceedings for 1877; ‘It must be remem- ° 
. bered that we must always have seme money'in hand to pay for the construc. 
‘tion of _ new works, and we must keep a working margin mvhand; therefore 
it will mot do to cut down the amount we are to raise to the bare sum 
which will be required -for the interest on the works which are alréady 
completedé% And again at page 57: ‘* The Public Works Cess is a measure for 
raising a further sum of money for the general development .of works 
for *the benefit of the whole of those provinces.” There could not have» 
’ “been any franker intimation than is contained in these paragraphs,, that 
more was to be raised by the Public Works Cess than would ‘suffice to meet 
¢ the bare requirements of the Supreme Government in the matter of interest, 
and that the proceeds of the tax were generally to be utilized for provincial 
works of utility of every kind. The preamble of the Act (IT of 1877) em- 
bodies precisely the idea which the Government had in view. It ran-—‘‘ Whereas 
' it is expedient to empower the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to levy a cess 
“on immovable property and to apply the proceeds of the same to the eon- 
struction, maintenance, and charges of Provincial Public Works.” Not a word 
is said about famine relief from one end of the Act to the other, Nor was any- 
thing said about famine relief in the Acts for Upper India passed at the same 
time in the other Council. In bringing in those Acts on the 218t of March, the 
Hon'ble Mr. Colvin said—‘‘ The measures proposed were in fu ce of the 
scheme for throwing on the local Governments the responsi of under- 
i taking their own local works und for that purpose only, They related solely 
: and entirely to the extension of the Provincial system to the management of 
ag public cai Sir John Strachey in the same debate summed up#the whole aim 
and object of the North-Western Provinces local taxation (and by implica- 
_ tion of the Bengal Public Works Cess Act) thus :—‘‘It amounts to no more 
©» than this—we desire to give the earliest possible practical effeet—an effect 
which shall operate as widely as it is at present in our power to extend its 
operation—to the principle that the local Government shall ~be ip gpm 
financially for the maintenance and management of works which are of special 
docal utility.” 
‘ Now i am well aware that when the Government of India had thought 
‘out the question of famine, it treated these provincial rates,as part of its 
general scheme of famine taxation. Sir J. Strachey in his financial speeches 
» of the 27th December 1877 and 16th February 1878 oxplaised that, as the 
Imperial Government must be responsible for the relief o ine in the last _ 
» Yesort—‘‘ the special resources now created—must be at the complete com- 
mand of the Goverment of India,” and hence the idea has got abroad, and has’ 
* «somewhat rashly, I venture to say, been adopted even in tl gislative Council . 
#» of India itself, that the Provincial Public Works Cess stands exactly onall ” 
~ fours with the license-tax. This is emphatically, as far as Bengal is cone ; 
not-the case. The ‘ special resource’ at the disposal of the Government o 
» India arising out of the Public Works Cess is simply the amount paid) over 
that Government on account of interest on the capital invested’ in - product ea 
works within the province by the Imperial Government, Jf the Government 
* “ef India chose to say that it had established by other ‘m | apa flee 
» Shat payment, the desired surplus of income over expenditure Wwe 
willing to remit that interest payment, the Governmen Bengal mij 
a the amount of Progr vise — ny Public Works Ac m 
would not necessarily, or even probably, it alte 
‘Spend every penny of the money for ihe benefit 
owed to do so. It would still require an e 
@ to.meet the urgent demands upon it 
ctically the hon’ble member is in 
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s. In speaking of the so-called systém of mutual insurange, ‘under 


which all parts of the country which,are primarily responsible for supplying the » 


wants which arise within their ownarea will, contribute towards the relief of 
other parts on* which fathine muy actually fall,” he said: “ Resources will be 
created from which the central authority will draw whatever sum is found to be 
requisite to discharge the obligations arising from the dead-weight of famine 
expenditure.” But, Sir, I have showh that all that can be drawn from 
the Bengal Public Works Cess, as the mw stands, is the interest -an our 
productive capital outlay, and we have the benefit of all that remainso ns 
after satisfying that charge, ,besides the net earnings of our werks. . The 
Government of India is relieved of so much interest on debt, and is 
put so far in a position of surplus to meet famine demands; while we 
are, bythe receipts from the cess, enabled to meet the interest charges out of 
our general balance, and to go on with other Provincial works for the benefit of 
the-provinee at large. The hon’ble member would, as I understand the effect 
of his ale ay stamp the whole of these receipts with the broad arrow of 
_famine, and tender it, with perhaps one regretful sigh, to the omnivorous central 
authority referred to. I trust this Council will prove wiser in its generation. 
Provincial taxation of some kind I[ fear there must be. But the local Govern- 
ment may: be trusted to make the most of the proceeds in the general interests 
of Bengal, and do not hamper it by impracticable restrictions and a doubtful 
‘nomenclature. ° 

I have shown that the connection of famine with the Public Works Cess is 
after all offly an indirect one. I believe myself that ifthe present famine policy 
had neve¥ been evolved, we should all the same have had to bear the burden 
of our Proddetive Public Works sooner or later. It was a charge that was 
bound to e, and I cannot say that it is an unjust one, If we were only 
allowed to make the most of our revenue, the burden would be so light as not to 
be felt. The country would in fact grow under it, and get all the benefits of 
financial independence and unfettered development. 

I have-pointed out that seme Provincial taxation is probably essential to the 
stability of Bengal finance, and I repeat this, although I know that we have 
at the present moment ample balances quite apart from any surplus receipts 
from the Public Works Cess, and although it is true that we had accumulated 
before the-famine balances nearly as great. Sir, these balances prove on 
anfilysis not so satisfactory a possession as might at first blush be supposed. 
When the Provincial Services scheme was started in 1871-72, we received, as 
Sir George Campbell told this Council, for the management of the great spend- 
ing departments then made over to us, 37 lakhs less than they had cost dn 
1868-69, andi lakhs less than the Government of India had felt bound to spend 
upon them in the worst year of the financial panic in 1870-71. Bare exiscence 
was all that we could hope for. On such means progress seemed necessarily out 
of the question» Not, however, despairing of the province, Sir George Campbell 


> 


went to work,®and in two years accumulated, as I have said, a considerable» 


balance; but how did he ra this? By transferring to the Distriet Road 
Funds the maintenance of nearly all the roads in the province ; by seizing every 
"windfall, andseréwing out of the Financial Department every extra penny to 


which he could lay the shadow of a claim; by converting to general uses 
all sorts of petty funds; and lastly, by practically suspending all expenditure 

'. gave What Was actually necessary to keep tho stataseGon going. With 
all his inf longings for universal reform, Sir George Campbell was: as 

vu and thrifty an administrator financially as India ever saw. Ld 

self think that justice to his great financial capacity has ever been’ 
-done. Hé had an amazing p of both details and principles 
ing with such subjects. hen he thought his position séeure 
; hereppiponed further taxation, which he had always ayowedly 
proceeded to allot the funds in hand in order to give 
Mmprovements, moral and material, for which it had so lotf@itioon 
afore the money could be utilized, famine swooped dowm. upon 
nd ever farthing of his accumulations had to be sazrédidered 
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too, Sir, like Sir G. Campbell, thought, after a while, that the.time had'come 
when Bengal might hope to t by its own savings, and visions most i 

ing to a governing mind took shape in your Public Works Department: 

canals, and railways, all that Bengal had pined for, were at last to be begun. 
But before we had had more than a glimpse of this golden age,. the 
periodically recurrent cloud of financial depression again settled down upon 
the Government of India. All extra expenditure was par opay stopped, . 


and we find ourselves, at the beginning of 1880-81, witha balance of 
some 50 -lakhs of rupees, not allowed to spend any of it on productive 
works, and doubtful if we shall even be allowed to appropriate some 
reasonable part of it to ordinary provincial requirements. It cannot be too | 
emphatically stated that hitherto the Provincial Services scheme has not 
given to Rae those material improvements that have always been » 
admittedly desirable, and the prospect of getting which by our own’exertiens 
was indeed the main inducement held out to induce us to accept reduced 
allotments from the Imperial Government. The local Government hes always 
found itself baulked when at the very point of attaining its desire. I impute 
no blame to any one for this. Circumstances must, I suppose, be held account- 
able. But I must ask the Council to remember that with the year 18$1-82 
will expire our five-year settlement with the Government of India. What 
the demands of that Government may then prove to be I do not care to guess.» 
But we cannot always expect to have a succession of surplus years such as we 
have had of late. A very moderate local famine, or the necesgjties of the 
Empire at large, may again sweep away our balances; and then, unless we get 
~a renewal of the furm of our excise aud stamp revenue upon favourable terms, 
we shall have nothing to fall back upon but this Provincial Cess, #vhich must 
therefore remain upon our statute book as a financial stand-by, our ‘only sure 
rovision against an evil day. That we must face small local famines without 
ooking to he Supreme Government for aid is clear from the following extract 
from the order of that Government in the Financial Department of the 11th 
December 1877 :— 


“15. It is an accepted principle that, for the relief of distress arising from famine, muni- 
cipal and local resources should, so far as they can legally be applied to the purpose, be first 
exhausted; that, when these are exhausted, and only then, district resourees should ‘be 
employed; that, when district resourees are exhausted, resort should be had to provincial 
xesources ; and that the Imperial Government should intervene only when provincial, dis- 
trict, and municipal resources are all exhausted. 


“16. Ifin any case, under the operation of the Rules in this resolution, a famine ends 
without exhausting municipal, district, or provincial resources, they should, soar as the law 
allows, and as is thought in each case expedient, be required to contribute towards the relief 
of the Imperial Treasury from the residual burden falling upon it. 


*.¢ “17. On the other hand, the Imperial Government undertakes to gyarantee Provincial 
gona Local Funds against insolvency, and to make such a grant under Ee head of “ Famine 
“Relief ’’ as will enable the Provincial Government, at the end of a famine, to resume with 

». efficiency the ordinary administration. At the end of the Famine of 1874, accounts 
“were so adjusted between the Imperial Government and the Government of Bengal as to 
leave an aggregate net balance of five lakhs of rupees at credit of the Provincial Funds and 

Local Funds at the disposal of the Government of Bengal for provincial purposes; an analo- 

gous net balance of six lakhs of rupees has been promised to the Govorument of Bombay at 

the end of the present famine. It is a duty especially incumbent upon the Pr 

Government so to husband and economise its resources of all kinds inttimes of 
> se reduce to a minimum the contributions which may thus fall. upon 
’ ent.” 
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» «I repeat, however, that the Provincial Public Works Cess as raised is | 
meant to be spent directly upon famine works. Its collections appear in 
accounts in gross under the heading of Provincial Rates, and go to swell 
ral revenues. The gross traffic and other receipts of our’: . 

‘shown also in the same way a8 Provincial Revenues. On the e: 























iy how the accounts aro kept under the 
we have no power to alter it. 
From what I have said it will be @vident that no separate annual 
- account of the expenditure of the Provincial Cess is possible. The provision 
_ regarding the preparation of such an account got into the Act of 1877 
_ by a simple mistake and failure to realize the conditions of the case. 
The idea yas to follow, in respect of the provincial cess, the lines of the 
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. Road Coss Act, and because an account canbe rendered, district by district, of 
all diture charged to these purely local funds, it was assumed, without 
due reflection, that a provincial account could be kept of the provincial cess 
in the same manner. But when we sanction a provincial work, we do not 
charge it against any special fund in the way imagined. The Liecutenant- 
Governor assigns to public works from the surplus revenue at his disposal a 
lump t as large as he can afford to make it, and the money is then distri- 
buted in a'detailed estimate by the Public Works Department. We cannot 

out of this the works executed with the identical sums paid in as cess. 

All that the public need care to know is this: that we are spending on publie 

works, and on the interest payments to the Government of India, a sum at least 

1 to what we receive from the tax-payers and from the Imperial allotment 

- on that particular account. Any one can satisfy himself as to this by a 
reference to the Annual Administration Report, and it is only by a study of the 
facts and figures there explained that the real position can ever be properly 
understood. . I may, however, state, for the information of the Council, that 
while for the current year our net receipts from the cess are estimated at 34} 
lakhs of rupees, our payment to the Supreme Government for interest on 
be ey Rs. 35,07,000. In the coming year we estimate to get net Rs. 32,71,000, 
arid we pay. on interest Rs. 36,56,000. On the face of the cess account, therefore, 
the balance of eight lakhs, regarding which the hon’ble member was so 
anxious, does not even exist. What balance there is, is against the local Gov- 
ernment. It is ouly because our railways and canals are now beginning to 
pay that we derive any profit from the bargain regarding their transfer, even 
after crediting the whole proceeds of the Public Works Cess. I may further 
observe that we estimate that we shall have spent on Public Works p Mise the 
four years ending 1880-81, in spite of all hindrances, 13} lakhs more than 
we have drawn from Public Works Cess, Irrigation, Navigation, State 
Railway receipts, Ordinary Public Works receipts, and the Imperial allotment 
a all taken er. The public may thus feel satisfied, that the 

Provincial Public Works Cess is being fully utilized and the Council will, I 

trust, seo that the amendments of the hon’ble member are such as ought not to 

be accepted.” 

- “His Honor rue Presiwent said that before putting the amendment he 
swished to make a few remarks on the subject of the charge brought by 
hon’ble member against the Government, of not complying with the terms of © 
the Act, and of not having expended the money raised by the Public Works 
- Cess in the manner intended at the time when the Act was passed. He 

18 agin by saying that there appeared to be the most extraordin con- 
on in the mind of the hon’ble member, and he thought he might sa 
r minds too, as to the contract which the Government of Bengal ma 













ents which the Government of Bengal made with the public at the samé 
found himself here brought forward by the hon’ble member as’a 
at all events, of the Famine Insurance Fund, and-of having brought 
with the view of providing a fund for expenditure on famine 
if his hon’ble friend would try and recollect a little what did oceur 
he would find simply this—that the Government of India, not 
of Be a great scheme two years ago for providing funds 
diture, and also said their intention was to ihy 
¢ works which would be useful to the country 
pro 
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. Government of India at the time of the passing of the Act, and the Cess » ) 
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on against famines. The question was how 
riginate this fund. Duy ast the | os 





werethen paying ona or of works 

constructed in.yarious provinces of the country from which the Imperial Goy--_ 

ernment got no icular benefit, but which; there was no doubt, were of yery 

great benefit and protection to people in certain tracts of the oouiey: and they 

said not unnaturally :—‘We have got to impose on the people’ of the 

country some new taxation, and it scems to us that the propef way -to do 

this will be to make over to each province the charge for interest upOns — 

these works,” leaving them to raise the money necessary to pay this — 
charge in the manner best suited to the conditions of the people and the 

province. On being consulted on the subject, His Honor was * 

to admit that if taxation was to be resorted to in order to enable the 

Government of India to form a famine fund, and be in a better position to 

meet extraordinary calls, there could be nothing better for these provinces!’ 

than that it aheala raise its own taxation in the way the Local Government 
thought best, and with this money relieve the Government of India of the 
interest upon capital raised for these works ; the Government of India taking 
that money and using it for the purposes of that famine fund. He did not pro- 
pose to follow the history of that famine fund. They had had an explanation 
from Sir John Strachey of the history of that fund, and he hoped they understood 
what it was. His Honor had nothing to do with that. He accepted the 
position and gave his quota towards that fund, and he believed it had* been 
used as it should have been done. At anyrate it had not been misapplied by this 

Government, nor had he ever bound himself that the money raised under thi¢ 

cess should be exclusively expended in the construction of works for the relief 

of famines. The famine administration was entirely foreign to the question 

that was an Imperial question ; all that the Government of Bengal undertook to 

do was to raise the money to relieve the Government of India of these charges 

upon their capital, in order that they might have a surplus to use in a certain’ 

way. Whatthey did up to that time was to relieve the Government of India of 
a". ik Sal of over 27 lakhs. This charge of 27 lakhs at the time they took 
«it over had since increased to 36 lakhs, and this was what he had to pay 
for the coming year to the Government of India on account of the mn- 
. sibility which he incurred on the first passing of the Public Works 
Cess Act. He only hoped to receive 32 lakhs under the Cess Act, and 
*hehad got to pay 36 lakhs. His friend had accused him of taking more 
money than was wanted and appropriating it to some other purposes: 
So far from that being the case, he had to pay away money received 
from other sources to the Local Government to meet the liabilities which he 
incurred when he took the responsibility on him under the original Act. 

Of course it might be said that in doing this he had made a very bad 
bargain for Bengal, and so far it might be said he was to blame. But he did — 
not think this was the case, because, when he undertook to do this, it a ; 
that if he got the maintenance of these great works in the hands of his own 
officers, subject to his control and inspection, they might make those works’ \ 
yield a revenue which would cover this accruing interest, and also leave 

©” them a lus which would be spent for the general interests of the ince 

He found that in 1877-78 irrigation receipts were 5 lakhs, and this yea 

they have grown to 10 lakhs, and he hoped that in the coming year, th 
» ‘receipts would be increased from 5 to over 11 lakhs. He ho that | 
*.. would show that they had done something to improve the working o 
«© measure, and that they had not made a bad bargain. ase ee 
.. &. . Then as.regards tate Railways. When he took them ove 
'* from these railways for the first year were only 7} lakhs, the act 
the closing year were 24 lakhs, and for the coming year they 
at avery moderate scale at over 27 lakhs, or an improy 
» ‘lakhs. “Pherefore he derived some satisfaction from he 
* might be _ a 9 aparece ne 
orked to the ic good; they on the whole, 1 
Bengal. Therefore, neither on the score of a 
ain at all, could any very substantial co 
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‘them, probably because they were” 








nd quoting the whéle 
quoting a little further.’ In ‘alluding to the remark about Bengal being 
to spénd something more of its own money, His Honor had said that 


~ the object of the present system of decentralization was to put a stop to that 
' state of. things} and to secure to Bengal a certain amount of. thé revenue which 


gt bal to raise for itself. ‘And to subgtitute for fresh general taxation of 
| which they could have no account, and from which they should receive but 


_ little benefit, a system under which they were to impose their own taxation, and 
look after the development and expenditure of their own finances. But in 
order that this might be effected, the Government of India naturally asked to 
be relioved of the cost of constructing local works, which that Government 
could not have met at the present time without imposing some form or other 
of taxation. The question was whether they should have local taxation and 
local administration of the funds thus raised, or imperial taxation and imperial 
administration of the new revenues to be raised. There was no question of 
local taxation or no taxation at all. He thought that the principle now intro- 
duced was a very sound one, and he looked forward to the measure now 
inaugurated as one of the first steps towards the progress and prosperity of 

_ the country.” 


He thought it was quite clear from that, that it was not a question of - 


Bengal raising a certain sum of money for famine work, but the question 
whether the Roccenmetit of India, for its own purposes and its own work, 
should impose upon Bengal fresh taxation, or sykeather the Government of 
Bengal should be allowed to come forward and say,—‘‘ We will pay you 
the full interest upon the capital you have sunk in certain works in Bengal, 
if you will leave us alone to raise taxation as we like, and will permit us to 
spend any surplus which we may get from that taxation on the general 
improvement of the province.”” He had then very distinctly stated what this 
charge upon new taxation was. He said as regards railways, although they had 
to meet interest upon the capital as a first charge, there was not one of them which 
in a few years would not pay the interest upon capital. But they had also to 
provide capital to extend the system of railways. He gave his reasons for 
thinking that there had been no measure which would be more beneficial to 
Bengal than the extension of railways. He had from the very first passing 
of the Act advocated the great principle of taking up railway after railway, 

, and of selecting one sound scheme after another, and constructing them with 
* capital on which the province only paid the interest, the works selected being 
hose which would turn out most beneficial to the country, would protect it 
from famines, and also increase its wealth and prosperity, as the proceeds 
of the decentralization scheme. He had never swerved one moment from 
that principle, He had a sufficient sum of money to pay for the guaranteed 
int upon capital, which would give a very fair prospect of covering Bengal 
re with a network of railways. But such works were now suspended. It might 


not happen in-his time, but he did not in the least despair of seeing this * 


* scheme recomménced, which they had left off on a very mistaken view of the” 
facts. He had said so much on the subject on other occasions that he was 
sure everybody would understand distinctly that there was no one in the country 














* 


irying to get railways recommenced, and he hoped even in the 
Moxt few days to receive a. favourable reply to one application. 
, the money ‘was there, and even if the money was not spent on rail- 
re were other public works, such as the South Coast Canal and other 

a which could be worked out as ordinary provincial work. He 
ghtest intention of allotting money raised from this fund to any 
than public works. He defied anybody to say that ey 


d to: requirements of the Act. . 
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but. His Honor would like to add to what had been read out © 


than he was to see money expended in the way he had indicated 
way of developing the scheme of railways. The money was there” 


oe 
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‘ had not spent it. He was now in correspondence with the Govern-'% 
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satisfy the requirements of the law, but'which would not show how the 
was spent; because they had not only spent the money under the Act, but th 
om paid interest upon capital’to an extent very much beyond what they 
collected. a 

The fact that the interest on public works capital exceeded the proceeds 
the Cess Act was in itself an account sufficient for the purposes of the Act, but, 
as a matter of fact, the Government-of Bengal has spent so very much more on ek 
public works than it has received, from the Public Works’Cess that such an 
account would eee be misleading, and would not represent the progress in 
public works which has really heen made. The matter had before been fully 
explained, and the inutility of such an account had been clearly demonstrated. 
He therefore hoped that the matter would now be allowed to drop, especially 
when it was seen that the Government had, so far from doing less than it ought 
to have done, done very much more. He hoped the hon’ble member would not * 
press the amendments he had moved. bie 

The motion was then put and negatived. ; 

The Hon’ste Kristopas Pan moved to omit section 19. When the Road 
Cess Act was first passed it was considered a tentative measure, and doubt was 
expressed as to whether, when a return was not submitted as desired, a double 
Seed should be provided, first, by means of a daily fine, and next, the 

i 





fication to sue for rent. Even when it was discussed, there was consi- 
derable difference of opinion as to whether the double penalty should be 
retained, and he found that Mr. Wordie, then a member of this Council, 
took serious objection to this provision of disqualifying proprietors of land 
from suing. He asked whether the punishment was not disproportionate to the 
offence, and said— ’ rs 
“In a country like this, where the revenue laws were carried out with t stri eae. 
» and where a anh estate was sold up for arrears of revenue, it wont be ee extreme 
course that for his recusancy he should not be allowed to collect his rents. He thought it 
could be shown, from the policy of the Government for many years back, that there ought 
to be some proportion between the offence and punishment. In old times capital punish- 
ment was inflicted for very trivial offences; and the punishment here p was of such 
severity that it might be called capital in the circumstances. If a man would not submit 
his return, fining him fifty rupees a day was a sufficient penalty, and it might be expected | 
that he would then come forward and do what was required. But if it was said he was not 
to recover his rents, particularly when there might be a disposition on the part of his tenants 
to refuse payment, in such cases the disability to sue would act as an incentive to under- 
tenants to hang back and throw difficulties in the way of collection.” eS ahi 
Basoo Krisropas Pat would go further, and say that experience had A 
shown that there was no necessity for retaining the double penalty. The returns _ 
were submitted by zemindars with most commendable punctuality ; the task — 
was novel ; very few zemindars kept papers with regularity, still they laboured 
-hard, and submitted returns with which district officers were satisfied. In man 
éases the time was extended and fines were remitted. However opposed 
. zemindars were to the imposition of the cess on principle, they conformed to 
"loyally, and their conduct should receive some sis eo “Pey received nic 
recompense for collecting the cess, and put them to no end of trot 
collecting it; but still the Bill would put them beyond the pale of the law 
‘misconduct of which had not been guilty. thought the daily fin 
_ * the new provision declaring that a fine might be levied though an apy 
' © been lodged, would be quite sufficient for the purpose of seéuring 
. © deposit’of returns. If still the zemindar should continue to neg) 
or the zemin se return, oe ke --scpumnepha rith, 
in consequenee of yecusency, only to ( g 
and assess the zemindar accordingly ; so that under no circums 
work come to a stand-still. He moved that section 19 be 
"necessary alterations be made in section 19A. — D 
©. The Hoy’six Peary Monuy Mooxkenser said in Ho 
 24Pergunnahs there was not a single instance in wh 
the co , ) of the eX! 
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that this atiument fot its omission could be supported. It might be perfectl 

true that returns had been made and sent 4 with a regularity a am 
tuality not before expected, but how far this particular provision had been 
instrumental in yess | about that punctuality the Council had no means of 


, as there been no experience of the law without the provision. 
He thought it very desirable to retain this provision in order to secure a 
tinuance of that creditable regularity and punctuality which zemindars 

had hitherto shown. For these reasons he opposed the amendment. 

The How’ste Mr. Dampier thought K 44 answer just given conclusive so 
far. If with this penalty hanging over them the zemindars were punctual, it 
could not from that argument be concluded that with this penalty taken awa 
they would be equally punctual. Still there was the daily fine to be considered, 
and on the whole Mr. Dicer would be very glad if the Council would postpone 
the consideration of this question till the next meeting, in order that he might 
make inquiries on the subject. He should be inclined to meet the wishes of the 
hon’ble gentlemen opposite if he thought the omission could safely be made. 

The Hon’ste Mr. O’Kryeaty said he trusted the hon’ble member in 
charge of the Bill, when he made inquiries of the numbers of cases in which 
this penal clause had been imposed, would also make inquiries as to the 
number of cases in which fines were inflicted. If fining by itself was found 
sufficient to get in all the returns in Bengal, it would be a very serious thing 
for the Council to say that in addition to that which had been sufficient it was 
necessary to retain a clause which had never been enforced and experience had 
not shown to be required. 

The How’sie Mr. Dampter said it was impossible to say how far fines had 
been effective: the effect of a fine could not be dissevered from the effect of 
this provision held im ¢errorem over zemindars in addition. 

é Sfter some conversation, the further consideration of the motion was 
postponed. 

The Hon’ste Kristopas Pat moved the omission of the words “at the 
expense of the person lodging the return as aforesaid ” at the end of section 19A. 
The ground on which he proposed this amendment was this, that the zemindar 
was allowed no remuneration for collecting the cess; he worked the 
whole machinery of the tax through his own agency, and if any slight mistake 
was made in the return, the Road Fund should be in equity a aa with the 
cost of serving the notice of correction, and not the zemindar. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Darter said he did not think the ryot should be made 
to pay the cost of a notice correcting a wrong assessment made by the zemindar. 

The Hon’sie Mr. Mackenzie considered it perfectly right that the zemin- 


dar "Then pay for his own mistake. 
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motion was negatived. 
e Hon’ste Syep Ameer Hossein moved to omit the words “in 
addition to the amount due to him under section 46D” in line 8, section 47. 
He said that he did so in the interest of a large number of petty rent-free 
holders, who were distinct from those known as revenue-free holders. Generally 
: 53 mag they held from 2 to 5 bighas of land, and in their circumstance in * 
they were as poor as cultivating ryots. The provision of the existing law 
for the collection of cess from these lakhirajdars was that the zemindars 
collected from them the full amount of cess as it was assessed by the Collector, 
whereof they paid three-fourths to the Collector and retained one-fourth as 
the cost of collection. When this Bill was first introduced in Council, a provision 
was made in it to the effect that, if the rent-free holder made default, he was 
liable to pay double the amount of the cess. In explanation of that a, it 
8 saic That certain honest zemindars had suffered pecuniary loss by the 
; ir rent-free holders, and it was for that reason that a sey 
1d on the defaulting rent-free holders. That provision Syep p Sica 
considered to be fair; but he saw that that provision had since been 
upon. aera was provided that, if a rent-free holder made 
muld be liable to pay three times the cess assessed by the Collector, 
@ amour of cess which the zemindar paid to the Collector on 
: i.e. half the full rate. This was indeed very hard, 
was to be considered that, if the zemindar or the tenure- 





: o ah s 
pay a epee | of siz hundred per cent. He'hoped that the Council would fot — 
pass such a provision. ‘ ‘4 
The How’sit Peary. Monun Mooxerser said the present Bill made the © 
zemindat liable to pay in four quarterly instalments, so that he would have to 

y the cess imposed upon lakhiraj lands three months in advance; and ei 
into account bad debts, and the delay in recovery in times of adversity, he 
submitted that the provision contained in section 47 was not at all unreasonable. 

He would therefore oppose the mdtion as to the imposition of a fine of five 

times the amount of coss paid by the zemindar (not six times, as the hon’ble 

member supposed). It was nothing more than another way of expressing a fine 

of double the amount of cess payable by the lakhirajdar in addition to the 

amount due on account of arrears of cess; it was simply the mode of 

expression which made it appear at first sight to be very hard: the amount 
which the lakhirajdar was liable to pay was not five times the amount of the » 
cess payable by him, but double the amount. 

e Hon’ste Mr. Fretp explained that the penalty was not one of 600 per 
cent., but of 200 per ceft., namely, the original cess and double that amount 

in addition. It bore the proportion of one to three, and it must be remembered 

that the clause was a penalty clause. The object of the penalty was to 

compel the lakhirajdar to do what he ought to have done in the first instance ; 
and having regard to the small amounts payable, and to the penalty clauses ia 
old Acts, double the amount of cess was really a very small penalty. 

The Hoy’sie Mr. Daxprer said the question here was nakeaty this. To 
induce the zemindars to assess lakhirajdars, they were allowed to retain fi 

er cent. to cover losses as well as the trouble and unpleasantness of the duty. 
he Select Committee had acted on a strong feeling that it was necessary to give 
inducements to zemindars, and it was therefure provided that if the lakhirajdar 

did not pay when the amount was due, the zemindar might recover the whole 

amount and twice that amount as a penalty. The question for consideration 

was, as a margin of fifty per cent. was allowed the zemindar to cover losses, 

&c., was it ak to give so heavy a penalty in addition? The result of the 

Select Committee’s deliberations was to give this additional compensation to 

the zemindar. Some thought the zemindar should have twice the amount due, 

others that interest only at 12 per cent. per annum should be allowed, provided * 

the amount of interest never came to Jess than a penalty of the whole amount. 

After some conversation the further consideration of the motion was postponed. 
The Hoy’ste Krrsropas Pat moved the omission of section 67. He 
considered this provision superfluous. The point was regulated by the law of 
evidence, and he did not think an Act of this Council could affeet the 
general law of evidence, although a similar provision did exist in the District 

Road Cess Act of 1871. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Damprer thought it better to retain the section. It was 
contained in the present law, and if the séction ‘was left out, it might be con- 
tended that the Legislature had some object in doing ‘so. \ 

; His Honor tae Presiwpenr remarked that if the section was left out the 
Jaw would still remain ‘as it was now: it was only a ition of the law . 
and imposed no fresh liabilities on anybody. Keeping provision in the 

Bill made it more symmetrical. 4 

The motion was then by leave withdrawn. 

The Hon’site Kristopas Pat said that he thought section 81 the 
important section in the Bill; it erumerated the objects to which the R 
Cess Fund was applicable. The first was “the payment of the cdst of est 
fishient ‘entertained and ‘ex incurred the Collector ‘as ioned 
‘section 63.” Tn performing part of his duties the Collector would pr 
edlly have no check i og and would collect the céss under the’ 
here a the law, and if he ‘took an treet Np or yt 
‘Bill gave him p to draw on the | Cess Fand for yiner 
eg ope a 

ciple ; he ' 

“which turned out to be 
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Governor might not haye time to supervise these eer, tel the Collector, 


he hoped that duty ~would be delegated to the Board of Revenue, but some 
check ought to be provided on the proceedings of the Collector. He moved 
that the costs should be made subject’ to the sanction of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Darter observed that the Collector collected the cess 
for the District Road Committee, and in the course of his collection he might 
render himself liable to damages by sorhe mistake in procedure; then the 
District Committee were to indemnify him. His hon’ble friend said the in- 
demnity should require the Lieutenant-Governor’s sanction. Mr. Dampier did 
not think that necessary. If the District Committee agreed, they could indem- 
nify the Collector; if they did not agree, they would immediately refer the 
matter to the Lieutenant-Governor, who was the common superior ef both. 
He did not think any amendment was necessary. 

‘The Hon’sie Kristopas Pau said cases had come to notice in which things 
had beemdone a little roughly, and there were districts in Bengal in which the 
Road Uess Committees were not capable of acting in the manner in which the 
hon’ble member suggested. A great many of the Committees were under the 
control of the Collector himself: he did think that some provision like this 
Was required. 

some conversation it was agreed that such cases were to be made 
subject the sanction of the Commissioner of the Division, and the section 
was amended accordingly. 

The Hon’sie Krisropas Pat said he had submitted, when the Bill was intro- 

* duced, that the funds of District Committees were insufficient for the legitimate 
objects of the cess, and that no funds would be available for the grant of 
nsions to officers. The subject was discussed by the Select Committee, but 
Seven not satisfied with the result of their deliberations. It was well known 
that officers of municipalities were not entitled to pension, and he did not 
think that pensions were absolutely necessary to induce men to serve District 
Committees. The supply of intellectual labour was so great that persons could 
easily be got to serve for decent pay, and it was not necessary to hold out further 
inducements by giving pensions. He moved to omit the words ‘or pensions” 
in clause 2, line 5 of section 81. 

The How’sur Mr. Mackenzre said he was entirely in favour of retaining 
the words which the hon’ble member wished to omit. He thought himself 
that the municipality of which the hon’ble member was so active a member 
did not attach sufficient importance to giving pensions as a means of securing 
cheaper and better service. It would, however, be seen on reference to the Bill 
that practically no pension would be given save in the case of the few 
mohurrirs and clerks who spent their whole lifetime in the service of one 
and the'same District Committee, and certainly such men ought to have pensions. 

His Hoyor Tue Presipent = . was a —- — it was not far 

‘ to give pensions as a rule than to employ people without the prospect 
teat gyal Ot rinaion were not given, the servants of District Com- 
. + ‘mittees would keep on long after they were capable of performing efiicient 
‘service, ‘and when they could no longer work, they would have to turn out into 
the streets to starve. As the hon’ble member had just shown, the operation 

Of this clause would have but little practical effect in the working of the Bill. 

-_. @he motion was negatived. 

- The Hon’sus Kaistopas Pat moved to msert the words ‘such means and 


r - appliances not being of a nature to compete with private enterprise” at the end 
) 4 of scetion 81. 


He said it did not come within the legitimate functions of Road Cess 
ttees to provide steamers for the conveyance of passengers; canals and 
rs under the Act were to be considered as corresponding with roads, and 
st funds might well be applied to their maintenance and improvement ; 
or improved a ‘road, he did not think it was the duty 
ud Coss Committee to maintain dak gharies for the conveyance 
ers over the road. Similarly, because the Committee would maintain 
ch yas rivers and — ‘it pak ea follow that they 
steamers for the convenience and comfort of ‘passengers. In 

: -orecks, khals, ‘and «rivers that it would 
ic if steamers were kept up for facility of 





















communication and traffic. But that was a matter for private enterprise, and — 
it would be an interference with private enterprise if steamers were maintained 
at the expense of the Road @ess Fund. He should not be surprised if the 
Collectors, with steamers thus placed at their disposal, should get up district 
Rhotas parties and thus make a cheap show of their sympathy with the 
people. Ifthe words ‘ means and appliances” were intended to enable the 
Committee to compete with private enterprise, then he submitted the words 
ought to be omitted; if that was noi the meaning, then he had no objection 
to their retention; but the provision ought to be made so explicit as not to 
authorize Road Cess Committees to embark in private enterprise. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Damprer explained that the section was so worded 
to make it clear that District Committees should have power to provide 
steamers for communication in the district, or between the district and an adja- 
cent district. Circumstances might arise in which it would be very desirable 
for a District Committee to nurse a young project until it became capable of’ 
being worked independently of the Committee. 4 

The Hony’ste Mr. Fiexp thought the proposed amendment had a danger- — 
ous tendency. It did not distinatly state the nature of the private enterprise 
which was not to be interfered with—was it private enterprise already in 
existence, or contemplated private enterprize ? Was it to be open to any one, 
who proposed to raise capital to start a steamer or carry on any other enter- 
prise, to commence litigation with the District Committee as to whether some 
particular thing which they had done fell within the purview of the words 
or not. As the amendment stood, it was clear that the insertion of the 
words proposed would only put the section in a shape which would be likely 
to lead to litigation. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Mackenzie said the hon’ble gentleman did not seem to 
be consistent with himself; he was perfectly willing that District Committées 
should contribute towards the construction of railways for the conveyance 
of passengers and goods by land, but not for steamers for water communi- 
cation. There were many cases in which a steam-ferry, for instance, would be 
of great advantage to the district communication. In Sarun, for instance, the 
District Committee was most anxious to bring the district on the other side of 
the Ganges into communication with the railway on this side, and it was 
willing to contribute a small portion of its funds to induce private capitalists 
to take’up the project; and hon’ble members would, he believed, admit that 
this was just an enterprise of the kind which District Committees ought to be 
authorized to encourage and foster. The whole of these provisiofi8 were 
subject to the limitation that the work must be such as to benefit the 
district supplying the money. 

His oan THE Prestpent observed that in many districts m could 
not be more usefully spent for the use of the poorer classes of the ss than 
to bring them in communication with large lines of steam vessels or railway 
centres by means of cheap ferry-boats, and thus enable them to take advantage — 
of water communications in a way which they could not otherwise do. The | 
Chittagong and Eastern Bengal cases which had been instanced. had been | 
pressed upon him. He could see no harm where a water channel existed i iy 
allowing local Committees to provide means to enable the people to avail them- 
selves of that means of communication in a way that would make it useful. 
It did seem inconsistent to allow Committees to construct railways 1 
provide locomotive power upon them, and to say that to make water communi 
cation useful they must not ide locomotive power. In certain distr 
very much more benefit could be derived from the establishment of ferriest 
by making roads which were not so useful. In Backergunge, which ¥ 
district, a great deal had been done in this respect, and a ; 
be done by bringing the district into communication the grea 
oom comenneieeine or ir Raniaas spay. Ce lighte 

e provision being abused, an was sure its operation woul 
great benefit to the country. rik ter PS 
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Section 81 was agreed to with a verbal amendment 
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